WARRENTON 


GATEWAY TO OREGON'S BEAUTIFUt 


f you're looking for a chance to relax while savoring the beauty of the Oregon Coast, 
visit Warrenton. Warrenton preserves its small-town quiet in the midst of busy marinas, 
recreational areas and historical attractions. Campers — from recreational vehicle owners 
to the bike and tent variety - can find a place to stay in Warrenton, at Fort Stevens State Park 
or one of the nearby private establishments. Fort Stevens has a yurt village available for 


overnight rentals. 


At Lewis and Clark National Historical Park, a replica of the expedition’s Fort Clatsop has been built 
to replace the one that burned in 2005. The explorers camped there in the winter of 1805-06. 
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+8) FIRE DEPARTMENT 


TED AMES 
Fire Chief 


E-mail: firechief@ci.warrenton.or.us 


P.O. BOX 250 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 


PHONE: 503-861-2494 
FAX: 503-861-2351 


WARRENTON 


: ae SHEPHERD, JR. 
Captain, Training Officer 


PHONE: 503-861-2494 
FAX: 503-861-2351 


P.O. BOX 250 
WARRENTON, OR 97146 


CITY OF WARRRENTON 


TERRY M. AGER 


PO. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
(503) 861-0914 
FAX 503-861-2351 


Water Quality 


Technician 


WARRENTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 


225 So. Main 


P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, Oregon 97146 


Phone: 503-861-2235 
Fax: 503-861-2863 


Email: Mathew J. Workman 
Chief of Police 


mworkman @ci.warrenton.or.us 


WARRENTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 


225 So. Main 


P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, Oregon 97146 


Phone: 503-861-2235 
Fax: 503-861-2863 
Email: 
ksmith @ci.warrenton.or.us 


Kathi Smith 
Municipal Court Clerk/ 
Police Secretary 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Robert L. Maxfield 
City Manager 
225 S. Main/P.O. Box 250 503/861-0823 
Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 503/861-2351 (fax) 
rmaxfield@ci.warrenton.or.us 


at 
CITY OF WARRENTON 
Marke Kujala 
ayor 


45 S.W. 2nd Street/P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 


503/791-2513 (cell) 


mark.kujala@comcast.com 
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Mark Baldwin 


City Commissioner 


995 S. Main/P.O. Box 250 


Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 503/861-1119 
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City OF WARRENTON 
Robert L. Bingham 


Water Treatment Facility Superintendent 


Water Facility 
86646 Lewis & Clark Rd. 
Seaside, OR 97138 


Office/Fax: 503-738-7809 
Cell: 503-468-8130 
Email: WarrentonTP@ gmail.com 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


Don Kemmerer 
Plumbing Inspector 


225 S. Main/PO. Box 250 


503/86 1- 
Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 poe 


503/861-2351 (fax) 
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Accountant | Building Inspector 
225 S. Main/P.O. Box 250 503/861-2233 | 225 S. Main/PO. Box 250 503/861-0920 
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Teri Smith Kirsten Ayles 
Cashier/Accounting Clerk Utility Billing/Accounts Payable Clerk 
225 S. Main/P.O. Box 250 503/861-2233 . : 
225 S. Main/PO. Box 250 503/861- 
Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 503/861-2351 (Fax) ‘ ce ees 
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Frees os . 
tsmith@ci.warrenton.or.us utilityclerk@ci.warrenton.or.us 


-tovence through ex, | 
; differ? tS) Mees 


“ference through ex, 
yin a ghee gt ics 
RAG a, jet 3 Vien, 
ow Cae 
& : 
ITY OF WARRENTON ) 
aos City OF WARRENTON 
‘arol Parker 
Community Planning Director ‘ 
Janice Weese 
225 S. Main/P.O. Box 250 503/861-0920 Building Clerk 
Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 503/861-2351 (fax) 
cparker@ci.warrenton.or.us 225 S. Main / P.O. Box 250 503/861-0920 


Warrenton, OR 97146-0250 503/861-2351 (fax) 
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KEITH V. PINKSTAFF 
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harbormaster@ci.warrenton.or.us 
WARRENTON Fax (503) 861-2370 HAMMOND 
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Warrenton selects 
new fire chief 


Tim Demers of Oakridge will 
start work on March 11 
The City of Warrenton has a new fire Chief. 


Tim Demers, currently fire chief for the City 
of Oakridge and the Hazeldell Rural Fire Dis- 


trict, has accepted the position as fire chief of 


Warrenton. 

Demers has over 30 years of fire and emer- 
gency services experience. He has been fire 
chief for Oakridge for five and-a-half years. 

Prior to that, he was the Assistant to the 
Fire Chief and a paramedic at Black Butte for 
17 years. 

Demers takes over for former fire chief Ted 
Ames who resigned in December to become 
the fire chief of Astoria. 


Warrenton City Manager Kurt Fritsch said | 


Demers first day on the job will be March 11. 
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xMEDIX 


When seconds 
count...count on us 


Q: How many years has Medix been 


operating? A: We are celebrating our 
40th year of service to Clatsop County. 


Q: How many calls did Medix respond 
to last year? A: 8000 


Q: How many employees does Medix have? a: We employ 52 full-time and 21 part-time 


employees. Our average tenure is 5-1/2 years of service. Some individual employees have been i 
with Medix for 17, 23, and 25 years. : 


Q: What types of services does Medix offer? a: Medical Standbys, Non-Emergency Medical 
Transportation, Advanced Life Support, Medi-Van Transportation, Health & Safety Presentations. 


Q: Where does Medix operate? a: Medix Ambulance provides 
advanced life support 9-1-1 ambulance response for all of Clatsop 
County in Oregon and parts of Pacific County, Washington (City of 
Long Beach, City of Ilwaco, and Pacific County Fire District #2). 


All Medix Ambulance Paramedics and EMTs are dual certified in 
the states of Oregon and Washington. For more information 
about Medix Ambulance Services, call 503-861-5554: dispatch 
503-861-1990. For emergencies CALL 911. 


/3X COMPUTER STORE | 


Thanks to all our satisfied customers protandat the North Coast, 
BEN’S COMPUTER STORE has grown from its humble beginnings in Ben’s parents’ 
garage and has earned a reputation for exceptional quality, service and support. 


New HP & Lenovo Laptops & Desktops ¢ Warrantied Refurbished Laptops & Desktops 
Complete Line Of Parts & Accessories ¢ Carry-In, Onsite & Emergency Service 
If you need computer services or equipment, give us a call today! 


2389 SE Dolphin Avenue | Warrenton, OR 97146 | 503.861.7223 


Locally owned byt the Newton family since 1 977, 
AUTO pawrs Serving your auto, marine and industrial needs. 
Fd 
M-F 8:00-5:30 By owning the one Napa store, | have the 


Sat. 8:00-5:00 i i 
RE PEOEES: advantage of focusing on taking the best care of 
269 S. Main my customers’ needs. 

861-2268 Stop by — we would love to meet you if we 


1-800-585-2268 don’t know you already. *wecan order Saturday for Sunday delivery 
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Economic Impact Award 


Warrenton Fiber-Nygaard Logging 


Martin Nygaard, David Nygaard and John Nygaard, owners 


Warrenton Fiber-Nygaard Logging has been in business for four generations, 
starting in 1929. Its founder arrived from Norway and started a log rafting business 
on the Nehalem River near Wheeler. His son started a local company that has grown 
to more than 125 employees and is well established in the local community. 

Key elements include a log sorting and storage yard, deep-water and barge cargo 
docks, chipping facility and other operations that include timber harvesting, rock 
crushing, road building, land development and wetland mitigation. 

Warrenton Fiber-Nygaard Logging adheres to the Sustainable Forestry Initiative. 

| This company also believes in giving back. In just the past five years, they have | 
donated more than $250,000 to local charities and organizations in Clatsop County. 


The Only locally-owned, self-servicing dealer in Clatsop County 


APPLIANCE 
)) ann HOME 
/ FURNISHINGS 


‘Jim and Shela Pierce purchased their f 
business in 1984 from Joe Nerenberg, owner | 
of Hildebrand Furniture. 

In May, 1990 J&S moved to 1442 
Commercial, Astoria to expand their sales — 


Maddox Dance Studio begins the 66th year, continuing to provide the finest in 
dance training for the North Coast area. Our programs are designed to meet the 
skill levels and goals of every student, children and adults, from the absolute 
beginner, through pre-professional. | 

Qur professional staff goes goes far beyond mastering steps, but also builds 
self-esteem, developing self-discipline, musicality, self expression and appreciation 
floor, providing reconditioned appliances with handy street-level access of ats 


Classes in ballet, tap, jazz, acrobatics, hip-hop, musical theater, modern, creative 
to customers. 


Customer Service is a belief practiced at J&S. Jim & Shela Pierce along 
with a friendly, knowledgeable sales staff, factory-trained appliance and 
refrigeration technicians continue to offer reliable, reputable service since 
first opening their doors for business. The J&S staff has more than 100 
years of combined experience and still has a great reputation for “Going 
The Extra Mile” to achieve customer satisfaction every day. 

Come and visit the North Coast's premiere store with 14,000 square feet 
| filled with appliances, dining and living room sets, mattresses, bedroom 

furniture and recliners, accessories and more. Stroll around J&S, visit the 
constantly changing room settings. Order custom furnishings. Take your 
item with you or have it delivered, FREE. 

As usual, J&S will continue to donate traded-in used furniture to 
charity when possible. 


Life Member of Dance 


Educators of America; WARRENTON STUDIO 


ertified by the 
aan eceet 389 S. Main St. | 503-861-1971 
Masters of America 


rrisisenor tre astiele: www.maddoxdancers.com 


Warrenton Chamber of . 
Conese email: maddoxdancers@opusnet.com 


Outstanding Customer Service Award 


Main Street Market 


Mike and Tami Aho, owners 


This Warrenton company has been in business 25 ides i 
ee ine ess 2) years and prides itself on cus- 
The owners have always been very engaged in the busin i 
ess, employing many local | 
residents. They understand the importance of teamwork and how pean mi \ 
every employee is to the success of the business. 
ae have worked for them more than five years and some for more than 20 
e store also carries goods that cater to local resid mn 
rie eer idents and supports Made in Oregon 
The owners give back to the community, 


Bal and the store remain: 
year in a highly competitive industry. s profitable year after 
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Pilots, employees, 
numerous local 


and friends, working 
together to keep the 
<3 Graveyard of the 
se Pacific safe for the 
commerce of the 
Great Pacific 
Northwest 


a ance ge enn am rine 


Who's Who 2015: The North Coast's soiainei Guide « 31 


Warrenton 
relegates 
pot biz to 


eastside 


Westside dispensary 
to be grandfathered in 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Marijuana 
enterprises in Warrenton will soon 
be restricted from operating west 
of U.S. Highway 101 — except 
for the city’s sole medical mari- 
juana dispensary-in-development, 
planned for East Harbor Drive. 

On Tuesday, the City Commis- 
sion held a first reading on an or- 
dinance limiting marijuana produc- 
tion, processing, wholesale, retail 
and medical dispensaries to the in- 
dustrial and commercial zones east 
of the highway. 

In addition, marijuana busi- 
nesses must occupy stand-alone 
single-use buildings — rather than 
take up residence in, say, a strip 
mall or shopping center — because 
of the product’s odor, and must have 
at least a 1,000-foot buffer from any 
school, church, public park or com- 
mercial daycare center. 

The reading comes several 
months after the City Commission 
and Planning Commission agreed to 
amend the city code to prevent legal 
marijuana from becoming a nuisance 
to city neighborhoods. 

But, to some residents’ dismay, 
the ordinance also came several 
weeks after the city granted CBDB 

/0:28:2015- 
See POT, Page 10A 


Pot: Warrenton voters approved drug in November 


Continued from Page 1A 


Developments, .a proposed 
medical marijuana dispensa- 
ry, a license to operate a busi- 
ness out of an old house on 
the west side. 

“They’re grandfathered in 
at this point because they’re 
a legal entity,” City Manager 
Kurt Fritsch said. 

However, CBDB — which 
hasn’t yet moved into its loca- 
tion — cannot convert its op- 
eration into a marijuana retail 
outlet; a city ordinance passed 
last summer prohibits dispen- 
saries from selling retail prod- 
uct in the same storefront. 

Warrenton voters ap- 
proved the recreational sale 
of the drug in November 
2014, and the City Commis- 
sion is working to respect the 
will of the people and “doing 
our best to deal with an ac- 
tivity that we don’t support,” 
Commissioner Rick Newton 
said. 

On Nov. 10, the commis- 
sion will hold the second and 
final reading of the new ordi- 
nance, which would go into 
effect 30 days later. 

Under state law, dispensa- 
ries became legally allowed 
to sell recreational marijuana 
Oct. 1. The Oregon Liquor 
Control Commission will 
start accepting applications 
for growers, wholesalers, 
processors and retail outlets 
in January. | 


‘Gateway’ drug 
Paul Mitchell, a planning 
commissioner who helped 
brainstorm the ordinance, 
chided the City Commission 
for not passing it sooner, 


Henry Tom 
Balensifer Dyer 


thereby giving CBDB a five- 
month window — after the 
city’s one-year moratorium 
on dispensaries expired in 
May — to get permitted west 
of the highway. 

“In that time frame, a 
business was allowed to 
come forward and sort of fit 
itself into an area that really 
is a gateway for our commu- 
nity,” said Mitchell, who said 
he supports the ordinance. 

Fritsch acknowledged that 
the earliest discussions of 
siting marijuana businesses 
east of the highway occurred 
before CBDB applied for a 
business license. However, 
the owner had inquired for 
some time about setting up 
a dispensary and “wasn’t 
someone who snuck in and 
tried to beat the ordinance,” 
he said. 

“I’d like to apologize that 
we didn’t catch this sooner,” 
Commissioner Tom Dyer 
said, adding that he, too, 
doesn’t like the idea of a 
west-side dispensary. “I think 
we kind of dropped the ball 
on it.” 

Commissioner Henry 
Balensifer said some of his 
constituents are concerned 
that future marijuana busi- 


Kurt 
Fritsch 


nesses will erect extravagant 
signage along the highway, 
broadcasting the drug’s pres- 
ence in the community. 

“T think we’re kind of 
hamstrung, because they do 
have the right to do their ad- 
vertising,” Dyer responded. 
But such businesses, he add- 
ed, will have an incentive to 
blend into the city’s environ- 
ment to maintain goodwill 
among consumers: “They’re 
going to get less criticism 
if they don’t have it right in 
your face, but you can’t make 
them not do it.” 

“] think most of them just 
want to make money,” he 
continued, “and they’re go- 
ing to make money no matter 
where it’s sold because that’s 
just the nature of that particu- 
lar business.” 

Balensifer floated the idea 
of expanding marijuana busi- 
nesses’ setbacks from the 
highway. Mayor Mark Ku- 
jala, however, was leery of 
adding more regulations. 

“We've tried to designate 
a certain area in town for 
these type of businesses. | 
think we’ve done that,” Ku- 
jala said. “I don’t know how 
far I want to go trying to limit 
that even further.” 


Paul 


Mitchell 
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Warrenton still ‘open for business’ 


Balensifer wants to 
create a strategic plan 
for city’s economy 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — In light of Ore- 
gon LNG’s decision to ditch a proposed 
$6 billion terminal and pipeline proj- 

ect on the Skipanon Peninsula, the City 


Commission wants outside industries 
to know that Warrenton still welcomes 
business development. 

Commissioner Henry Balensifer 
said the city should also devise a stra- 
tegic plan for Warrenton’s economy, 
a document that spells out the kind of 
businesses the community wants to 
encourage. 

“We need to have a plan about what 
industries we want to see coming to 
our town,” he said. “I believe we need 
to have an economic strategy for our 


industrial lands, including our water- 
front lands.” 

For 12 years, the liquefied natural gas 
project split the North Coast community 
into opposing factions. 

Supporters wanted the jobs and tax 
revenue the energy company promised, 
while opponents cast the project as envi- 
ronmentally degrading and — given its 
location in a known earthquake and tsu- 
nami zone — possibly dangerous. 


Warrenton: Land is zoned for marine industrial use 


Continued from Page 1A 


Last week, Leucadia National Corp., 
the New York-based holding company 
behind Oregon LNG, announced it will 
cease funding the controversial project. 

The move came less than a month 
before the City Commission was 
scheduled to hear Oregon LNG’s 
appeal of a hearings officer’s decision 
to deny the terminal portion of the proj- 
ect. The hearings officer had approved a 
pipeline segment to serve the terminal. 

Balensifer said he wants something 
positive to come from this contentious 
saga, and that it can start with the city 
reviewing and overhauling Warren- 
ton’s comprehensive plan and zoning 
tules. 

“There’s certain industry that our 
community doesn’t want. We should 
be planning for what is gonna work 
— what’s gonna work within our cul- 
ture, our way of life — but also ensure 
safe and responsible economic devel- 
opment,” he said. “Let’s plan this out 
and have public input so that investors 
can know right up front: Is this going to 
work out or not?” 


Just the facts 

Though Balensifer is proposing 
that Warrenton consider crafting an 
economic road map, he said he hadn’t 
decided whether to uphold the denial of 
Oregon LNG’s terminal. 

“J know some people just want their 
elected officials to just say ‘yes’ or ‘no,’ 
but that’s not equal treatment under the 
law,” Balensifer said in an email. “I 
strive to give everyone, from the per- 
son trying to start a home occupation to 
large-scale developments, a fair hear- 
ing. People should have confidence that 
whenever I make a decision it is fair, 


Newton 


Pam 
Ackley 


Tom 
Dyer 


and that I have read and considered all 
the facts in the record.” 

He recognized, however, that, for 
the Oregon LNG project, “there wasn’t 
a lot of public support, and that’s always 
a factor to consider,” he said. 

Commissioner Rick Newton said 
the materials for the appeal contained 
more than 130 letters against the project 
and less than 40 in favor of it. 

“We weren’t anxious to vote on it 
by any means,” Newton said, “because, 
no matter what, you’re going to make a 
bunch of people mad.” 

Asked which way he was leaning, 
Newton brought up the hearings offi- 
cer’s decision. 

“I don’t normally pay people to 
give me an opinion and then go against 


their opinion. I’ve learned that in busi- 
ness,” said Newton, who owns War- 
renton NAPA Auto Parts. “I go to them 
because I don’t have the expertise in 
that area, which we certainly did not.” 

He said he also had concerns 
about how the project would change 
Warrenton. 

“Many of the elderly people came to 
me and said they didn’t like the thought 
of living in a blast zone, and I can’t 
blame them for that,” he said. At the 
same time, he added, “‘a lot of people 
came to me and said, ‘We’ll get a new 
school out of this, a new fire depart- 
ment, everything.” 

Comissioner Pam Ackley — with- 
out saying whether she opposed Ore- 
gon LNG or believed the facility met the 
city’s land-use criteria — said, “I think 
that our community has to look at things 
that (have) everybody’s support, and it 
was just too widely not supported.” 

“We need to focus on trying to bring 
business here that better fits our com- 
munity, that supports the environment,” 
she added. 

Commissioner Tom Dyer said he 
thought the LNG project was “a good 
opportunity for the city to have some 
decent tax revenue coming in that 
would have helped us do a lot of things 
we need to do for the city.” 

But, if the terminal didn’t pass mus- 
ter regulation-wise, “I would’ ve had no 
problem voting it down,” he said. “You 
don’t always have to agree with stuff to 
have to do your job, you just have to be 
professional about it.” 

“Tt’s like me being a police offi- 
cer: I may not agree with all the laws 
I have to enforce, but that’s what (the 
job) is,” Dyer, a senior trooper for the 
Oregon State Police, said. “You use 
the facts to make your decision — at 


least you should anyhow.” 

As for Mayor Mark Kujala, “I was 
just prepared to listen to both sides,” he 
said. “The process was a fair one, and 
we remained objective and ready to lis- 
ten to the appeal next month.” 


The land 

What of the land itself? 

The Port of Astoria leases the prop- 
erty on the Skipanon Peninsula from 
the state, and Oregon LNG subleases 
it from the Port. So, at the moment, 
“that’s really an issue to be determined 
between the Port and the Oregon LNG 
folks,” City Manager Kurt Fritsch said. 

Though the City Commission has 
not officially discussed a future for the 
site, Dyer said it could work as recre- 
ational or industrial land. The land is 
zoned for marine industrial use. 

“But, I think, by and large, the peo- 
ple who are naysayers on this don’t 
want any industry there. They want the 
wildlife and the more natural setting to 
remain there,” he said. “Personally, | 
don’t think we have the luxury of hav- 
ing all these green spaces without any 
income coming in from businesses.” 

In the pre-LNG era, a golf course 
was proposed for the site. Dyer would 
like to see something like a motocross 
arena. “That brings a lot of money in 
without a lot of cost,” he said. 

“This chapter — maybe this book 
— has been closed, and we'll see,” 
Fritsch said. “The peninsula certainly 
has value, and it’s a question on what 
someone might come up with to put it to 
the greatest benefit to the community.” 

The commission’s wider focus, 
however, is on raising the level of eco- 
nomic activity in Warrenton. 

“Warrenton is open for business,” 
Kuyjala said. “But, at the same time, it 


has to be consistent with the livability 
concerns that we have here, too.” 


A huge weight lifted 

At the time Oregon LNG chose to 
pull the plug, none of the commission- 
ers had fully digested the 2-foot stack of 
appeal documents. 

When Newton found out he didn’t 
have to finish the reading, “it was like 
a huge weight was lifted off my shoul- 
ders,” he said. “It was a ridiculous 
amount of material.” 

Ackley commended the compa- 
ny’s decision to bow out before the 
now-canceled May appeal hearing. 

“For them to have pulled out after 
that would have been a very inappropri- 
ate use of our time, I believe,” she said. 

Last month, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission denied appli- 
cations for the Jordan Cove LNG ter- 
minal and pipeline in Coos Bay, citing a 
lack of identified markets and the pipe- 
line’s adverse effects on landowners. 

Ackley wonders if Oregon LNG, 
which was awaiting approval from 
the federal agency, saw the writing on 
the wall. 

“They probably understood that 
the battle they were fighting may not 
be won, and | think that they made 
a good decision in making that call 
before the hearing,” she said. 

Balensifer — who was 15 years 
old when the effort to build the facil- 
ity began in 2004 — called the Oregon 
LNG process “one of the most stress- 
ful times in my life, and by far the 
most stressful time in recent memory.” 

“Someday I might have to write a 
book about the last 12 years — what 
it was like to be on the outside, and 
then later on the inside, of the deci- 
sion,” he said, laughing. 


a 


“‘Ayyenuue onjea posteidde 
84} JO JusoJed Q] st uno 
Osea] SUL, “UONIM 671g 07 
000'P8E$ Woy pur] oy} JO 
enjea pesteidde ayy paseazour 
eis oy} wey ‘ZIQZ ul 
sAIsusdxea aso Ajjetquou 
-odxa oureoaq asea] oY], 
‘Pres qysIUy ..“ejnsur 
“Usd Uouedryg ay} uo pury st 
WIM SuryjAue op oj payuem 
HW JE ONT woseig woy uors 
“SIUlied Ud}IIM 393 0} poou 
PINOM YWog ay) yey) payey 
“OIP JUSWA]}e8 oY) Jo yuoUOd 
“U109 JueLOduI ysour ay], 
‘Aueduroo ay} 0} }1 BUIT]AS Jo 
JUS}UT OY} YIM ‘ojeys oy} Woy 
puey oy} Jo oseyoind e yey 


-O8aU 0} JOG oy} payesi;qo 
SABY [NOS ONT UosaIK ‘pres 
ey ‘sw ut yuIod Aue yy 
‘sjuewarinbas 
SNOJBUO JelOAeS WO 0g 
aq} seseajal ONT u0sa9 
YUM jusWay}es ay} Jo Sur 
“PIOA 94} ples jySrry 
‘JUSTOT Has 
oy} Aq pajyoayye Jouorssiu 
“Woo Surpueis ATUo oy} SI 
Josuisuny [Ig ‘sodeuep Sur 
~Ked ploae 0} own ap ye sro 
“UOISSIUIWIOD UO JapIo 3eB v 
SUIpNyoUT ‘NT uosaIQ qui 
P2HOS Hog oy] ‘ayes ay} 
WIM aseay] oy} Sulpusjxe jou 
Aq aseajqns ay) payeyora pey 
Hod oy} yey} porns aspnfy 


Pur] ay} Jo 
JOUMO [NJIYSII oy) sem ayes 
Jo AyNod ay} JoyoyM JOAO 
SUIZ9U0D prue spuey ajeig 
JO Jusuredaq oy) YIM aseoy 
SHO 94} pus}xa 0} porrey ing 
Auedwios oy) yim UOISsUd}x9 
9svalqns Ieak-~¢ ve poroidde 
Aquade oy} Joye 690Z UI y0g 
94} pans ONT uosaI9 


"SIOUOTSSTUUIOD 
UleyOo pue 10g 34} ‘ONT 
UOSIIQ, §_UaaMyaq qUSUID]} 


“PS OI1OZ OP sploa osye 

esee, ot} JO uoneuruna 

84} ples Janey s.yorH 
Poxtu JusaT}Ia¢9 


ON UObaICG 


“purl oy} Joy 
JoNS MoU B PUY JO 9481s oY} 
JIM JUST JAMO] B aJeTOZOU 0} 
AY sje pynoo yog ay) SuIppe 
‘ples ay ,.‘9]e)s oy} YIM aseo] 
SH ayBUIUIS} WIN} UI prnoo 
Hod 9} Jwapyuoo uy, 
‘OP 0} JeYM UO Fe}s 
Wap 0} poou []IM uorsstu 
~W0,) Hod ou} ples 1ysTuy 
‘Aljenuue (000'6Z1¢ s1s09 9sed] 
sy, “Yorneurua, uodn aseay 
-qns ay} Aq postnbas juouwXed 
JO SYJUOUI XIS ot) SoquaAoN 
ysnosy) puey ay} uo asearqns 
oy} pred sey pue siege sy 
UMOp SuIpuIM st Auedutos ay) 
Pies OH ‘sy[nejep jueuay op 
JUSAS OY} Ul plo[puey ay) Aq 
ueyy Joy}0 ‘uoIstAoid uoneu 
~TUL9} OU SapnyouT JUsWIDeISe 
aseg[qns oy} ples yop 


VI oseg Woy panuyuos 


JOQUISAON YSNoy} aseaiqns OY} Joy pred sey Auedwiod 29x] 


Port to let 


Oregon 
LNG as 


them go 


Company seeks to 


The Daily Astorian 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
Oregon LNG sent a notice to the Port of 


terminate sublease deal 
Astoria last week seeking to terminate its 
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See LNG, Page 10A 
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LNG: Company has paid for the sublease through November 


Continued from Page 1A 


Glick said the sublease 
agreement includes no termi- 
nation provision, other than 
by the landlord in the event 
the tenant defaults. He said 
the company is winding down 
its affairs and has paid the 
sublease on the land through 
November, the six months of 
payment required by the sub- 
lease upon termination. The 
lease costs $129,000 annually. 

Knight said the Port Com- 
mission will need to direct 
staff on what to do. 

“I’m confident the Port 
could in turn terminate its 
lease with the state,” he said, 
adding the Port could also try 
to negotiate a lower rent with 
the state or find a new suitor 
for the land. 


OregonLNG 


Settlement nixed 

Glick’s letter said the 
termination of the lease 
also voids the 2010  set- 


tlement between Oregon 
LNG, the Port and certain 
commissioners. 


Oregon LNG sued the 
Port in 2009 after the agency 
approved a 30-year sublease 
extension with the company 
but failed to extend the Port’s 
lease with the Department of 
State Lands amid concerns 
over whether the county or 
state was the rightful owner 
of the land. 


A judge ruled that the Port 
had violated the sublease by 
not extending the lease with 
the state. The Port settled 
with Oregon LNG, including 
a gag order on commission- 
ers at the time, to avoid pay- 
ing damages. Bill Hunsinger 
is the only standing com- 
missioner affected by the 
settlement. 

Knight said the void- 
ing of the settlement with 
Oregon LNG releases the 
Port from several onerous 
requirements. 

At any point in time, he 
said, Oregon LNG could have 
obligated the Port to nego- 


tiate a purchase of the land 
from the state, with the intent 
of selling it to the company. 

“The most important com- 
ponent of the settlement dic- 
tated that the Port would 
need to get written permis- 
sion from Oregon LNG if it 
wanted to do anything with 
its land on the Skipanon Pen- 
insula,” Knight said. 

The lease became expo- 
nentially more expensive 
in 2012, when the state 
increased the appraised value 
of the land from $384,000 
to $1.29 million. The lease 
amount is 10 percent of the 
appraised value annually. 


Oregon LNG 
drops plans 
for Warrenton 
facility on 
Skipanon 


A 10-year long and controversial plan to 
build a liquefied natural gas terminal and 
pipeline on the Skipanon River Peninsula 
came to an abrupt end when on Friday, April 
15, Oregon LNG informed City of Warrenton 
officials that the company was ceasing plans 
for the $6 billion project. 

Skip Urling, City of Warrenton Commu- 
nity Development Director, stated that he was 
notified by Oregon LNG that they were not 
going to proceed with an appeal of the city’s 
hearing officer decision to deny the terminal. 
The hearing officer had approved the plan for 
the 87-mile pipeline. 

The appeal to the Warrenton City Com- 
mission was due to take place at the May 10 
city commission meeting. 

The company faced several obstacles in the 
way of the project including a lawsuit with 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regarding 
an easement the Corps has on the Skipanon 
Peninsula. And last year, the Oregon Land Use 
Board of Appeals upheld the Clatsop County 
decision in 2013 to reject a permit for a por- 
tion of the pipeline. 

A March decision by the city’s hearing 
officer that denied plans for the terminal may 
have been the last straw for the Leucadia 
National Corp., a New York-based holding 
company that was financing the project. 

Brett VandenHeuvel, executive director of 
Columbia Riverkeeper, the Hood River-based 
group that has fought the project from the 
beginning, said, “After 10 years of fighting, 
we protected the Columbia River from dirty 
gas export. This is yet another huge vic- 
tory for clean water and our climate. Tens of 
thousands of people stood up to protect clean 
water, public safety, and our climate. What an 
amazing effort and result!” 

Oregon LNG stated that there would not 
be any further comment from the SoU Ne 
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‘No rosy 
picture 


this year’ 


Water, sewer rate hikes 
on tap for Warrenton 
By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Still playing catch-up 
after years of avoiding unpopular water and 


sewer rate hikes, Warrenton will adopt rate 


“As much as I want to give you a rosy 
rates go up 7 percent and sewer rates 6 per- | 


picture, there is no rosy picture this year, 
and there’s no way that I think honestly 
we can tell people there is,” City Manager 


Kurt Fritsch told the budget committee at a 


Wednesday work session. 


ity system and help improve the city’s finan- 


increases next fiscal year to sustain the util- 
cial state. 


“You'll still be more expensive than 


A household using 2,000 gallons of water _ 
per month will see its monthly water-sewer 
Astoria and Seaside, and you will still be less 


bill rise from $88.13 to $93.80, according to 


When budget committee hearings begin 
a rate study. 


in May, Fritsch will recommend that water 
cent, which includes a 6 percent increase in | 


storm sewer service fees. 


expensive than Tillamook,” said Doug Gab- 


See RATE HIKES, Page 4A 


bard, the study project manager from a FCS 
Group, a Lake Oswego-based financial man- 
agement and consulting service hired by the 
city. DA BF? Lf AS- ACL’ 


Alex Pajunas/The Daily Astorian 


Warrenton City Manager Kurt Fritsch 
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Rate hikes: The City Commission will vote on proposed budget in June 


Continued from Page 1A 


‘Not doing due 
diligence’ 

This year, Warrenton’s 
water rates rose 15 percent, 
sewer rates 2.5 percent. 

“This is basically the result 
of us not doing due diligence 
years past,” City Commis- 
sioner Tom Dyer said. “It’s 
coming back to us.” 

For several years, Warren- 
ton chose not to increase rates 
at all, though previous stud- 
ies advised the city to increase 
them by double-digit percent- 
ages. During the height of 
the Great Recession, the city 
increased rates by 5 percent 
annually until the city started 
implementing double-digit 
hikes two years ago. 

“Tt wasn’t enough, because 
we’ve been eating through the 
reserves the last five years,” 


Fritsch said. “We are behind 


the eight ball.” 


li | 


‘The costs don’t go 

away’ 

The city’s revenue worries 
have been compounded by the 
loss of three major ratepay- 
ers over the last decade: Gear- 
hart, Camp Rilea and Pacific 
Coast Seafood, which burned 
down in 2013 and recently 
announced it is returning to 
Warrenton. , 

“It’s good news, obvi- 
ously, that we hear that Pacific 
Coast Seafood is coming back 


— that does not solve all our 
problems,” Fritsch cautioned. 
“It really just gives us some 
breathing room when we get 
into having reserves and a 
healthier ending fund bal- 
ance, should we get in trouble 
again.” 

The budget committee will 
consider a multiyear plan that 
calls for flattening the rate 
hikes while borrowing money 
and postponing a handful of ; 
capital improvement projects. | 


An alternate plan proposed 
zero debt but a 13 percent 
water rate increase and a 9.5 
percent sewer rate increase. 

Fritsch said the city should 
revisit the plan in a couple of 
years and see if it needs to be 
fine-tuned. 

Budge committee mem- 
ber Paul Mitchell, marketing 
director at Columbia Memo- 
rial Hospital, said the commit- 


tee ought to focus on the dollar 
amount rather than the per- 
centage increase. 

“It’s the percentage points 
which make it look large. It 
isn’t the actual number,” he 
said. “The number is not that 
overwhelming.” 

He added that the commit- 
tee must sell the positives of 
the plan and explain exactly 
what the public is paying for 


to make the rate jumps more 
palatable. 

Commissioner Henry Bal- 
ensifer said he thinks War- 
renton residents “realize that 
they need clean water, and that 
water needs to be reliable, and 
that our infrastructure is not 
aging and leaching things,” 

The City Commission will 
vote on the proposed budget in 
June. 
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Furare™ | 
of dam, 
bridge 
in doubt 


Warrenton City 
Commission 
reverses course 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Warrenton City 
Commission backed away Tuesday night 
from a $1.2 million deal to remove the 
Eighth Street Dam but preserve an emer- 
gency access bridge over the Skipanon River. 

The commission had twice approved the 
concept, but buckled after a flurry of com- 
plaints from Mayor Mark Kujala’s family, 
who own property near the dam, and War- 
renton Fiber, the politically influential timber | 
company led by the Nygaard family. 

The Skipanon Water Control District, 
which owns the dam and considers the struc- | 
ture obsolete and a liability, could still move 
forward with demolition without the bridge. 

“So you either get something for free, or 
you get nothing,” Bruce Francis, the vice 
chairman of the water district, warned the 
commission before the vote. 
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Dam: Mayor Kuyjala rec 


Continued from Page 1A 


Deal outlined 

The city had approached 
the water district several 
years ago about preserving 
a bridge over the dam if the 
dam were taken down. Under 
an agreement first supported 
by the City Commission in 
2014 and revised last year, 
the Columbia River Estuary 
Study Taskforce would use 
$1.2 million from the Bonne- 
ville Power Administration to 
remove the dam and improve 
water quality and fish passage 
on the river. The city would 
get a 54-foot-long, 16-foot- 
wide, single-lane bridge to 
replace a gravel road over the 
dam. 

Last year, after objec- 
tions from the Kujala fam- 
ily, Warrenton Fiber and oth- 
ers, CREST pulled a permit 
application for the project 
that was before the Planning 
Commission. 

Over the past year, politi- 
cal pressure quietly mounted. 
The agreement between the 
city, the water district and 
CREST expired at the end of 
December. 

The City Commission voted 


2-2 Tuesday night against 
renewing the agreement. Com- 
missioners Henry Balensifer 
and Tom Dyer voted for the 
renewal, while Commissioners 
Pam Ackley and Rick Newton 
voted against the deal. Ackley 
and Newton had voted for the 
agreement last year. 

Ackley said afterward that 
she switched her vote after 
having more time to study the 
issue. 

Newton said he reversed 
his vote because he felt the 
water district was too rigid and 
did not address concerns about 
the project. 

“They just gave us a ‘take it 
or leave it,’ and I don’t do very 
well with that,” he said. 


Mayor recused himself 

Mayor Kujala recused him- 
self from the vote, like he did 
last year, because his family 
owns land near the dam. 

In an email Tuesday, 
Kujala acknowledged that the 
Nygaard family came to him 
with questions about the dam. 
The mayor said he called City 
Attorney Hal Snow because 
they were legal questions 
involving the city. 

“I recused myself in the 


ee 


abundance of caution that this 
project my have an economic 
impact on my home and busi- 
ness,” Kujala wrote. “My 
mother also owns property 
upstream of the Eighth Street 
Dam.” 


use 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 
The Eighth Street Dam was constructed by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture’s Natural Resources Conservation Ser- 
vice, part of three water control structures built along the 
Skipanon River in the early 1960s. According to the Oregon 
Water Resources Department after an inspection in 2012, 
the dam may no longer be capable of flood control. 


Last year, Norm and Judy 
Kujala, the mayor’s father and 
mother, and Paul Kujala, the 
mayor’s brother, had mostly 
been urging the city to back a 
wider, two-lane bridge over the 
river that would meet city code 


and help with future growth. 

The Kujala family claimed 
the water district had an 
“anti-development agenda” 
in refusing to support a wider 
bridge. 

Stephen Fulton, who works 
on wetlands issues for War- 
renton Fiber and serves as a 
commissioner for the Port of 
Astoria, and John Nygaard, 
an attorney, had raised con- 
cerns about whether removing 
the dam would influence water 
levels. 


An aligned message 

This year, however, the 
Kujala family and Warrenton 
Fiber were in alignment. They 
both raised flood-related issues 
and urged the city to consider 
taking control of the dam from 
the water district. 

Nygaard told city commis- 
sioners that the dam may be 
critical in the city’s ongoing 
fight with the Federal Emer- 
gency Management Agency 
and the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration 
over flood maps. “What are 
you going to say to all of your 
citizens if you later discover 
that maintaining the Eighth 
Street Dam was the only eco- 


d himself from the vote 


nomical pathway to save our 
city from FEMA and NOAA's 
nondevelopment zones, and 
we voted to remove it without 
knowing these actual costs or 
options?” he asked. 

Paul Kujala, a commer- 
cial fisherman, said the project 
would adversely impact pri- 
vate property and jeopardize 
the city’s levee certification. “I 
do not support this project,” he 
said. 

The dam, built by the fed- 
eral government in 1963, had 
a 50-year life span that expired 
in 2013. The Oregon Water 
Resources Department found 
after a 2012 inspection that the 
dam was likely a significant 
hazard and may no longer be 
capable of flood control. 

An updated engineering 
report requested by the city 
found that dam removal and 
the new bridge would not 
worsen flood conditions in the 
river basin. 

City Manager Kurt Fritsch 
said the dam is not part of the 
city’s levee system or an inte- 
gral part of flood control. 

“It’s disingenuous to throw 
that into the argument here,” 
he said of the flood map tussle 
with the federal government. 


Water 

district 
decides 
to ditch 


the dam 


Warrenton could 
lose emergency 
access Over river 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Skipanon Water | 


Control District voted Thursday to move 
ahead with the removal of the Eighth Street 
Dam after again finding that the structure 
does not help with flood control and poses 
too great a risk. 

The water district’s board agreed to part- 
ner with the Columbia River Estuary Study 
Taskforce to remove the dam and improve 
water quality and fish habitat on the Skipanon 
River. The project will not include an emer- 
gency access bridge sought by the city after a 
divided City Commission declined to renew 
an agreement with the water district and the 
task force. 

“Tt appears after (Tuesday) night that they 
are not interested in a bridge,” Tessa Scheller, 
the chairwoman of the water district’s board, 
said at ameeting at the Pacific Grange. 
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Dam: Engineering plan characterizes 


Continued from Page 1A 


The water district will 
seek a city permit to remove 
the dam, setting up a poten- 
tial confrontation — with 
nearby property owners who 
claim the dam could be nec- 
essary for flood control. 
Mayor Mark Kujala’s family, 
who own property near the 
dam, and the politically influ- 
ential Nygaard family, who 
own Warrenton Fiber, have 
urged the city to take control 
of the dam. 

The water district and 
CREST are disappointed and 
perplexed by the City Commis- 
sion’s 2-2 vote against an agree- 
ment. Mayor Kujala recused 
himself. The commission had 
twice voted in the past to sup- 
port the deal, which would have 
given the city a 54-foot-long, 
16-foot-wide emergency access 
bridge to replace a gravel road 
over the dam. 

“T feel like the city has given 
a very clear message to the dis- 
trict and to CREST and they’ve 
said, ‘No, thank you,” said 
Denise Liéfman, the task-force 
director. 

The Kujala family and oth- 
ers had pushed for a wider 
bridge last year to enable future 
development, but have since 
pivoted and joined the Nygaard 
family in arguing that the dam 
needs to be saved for flood 
control. 


Expired lifespan 

The dam, built by the federal 
government in 1963 for flood 
control, was transferred to the 
water district when its 50-year 
lifespan expired. The state has 
questioned the dam’s value for 
flood control and described the 
structure as likely a significant 
hazard. 

The water district’s engineer- 
ing plan characterizes the dam 
as unsafe, ineffective and expen- 
sive to maintain. The dam also 
acts as a barrier to fish passage, 
restricts water flow and impedes 
water quality. 

Bruce Francis, the water dis- 
trict’s vice chairman, said he 
would be willing to give the dam 
to the city for $1 — an offer the 
water district made several years 
ago — to shed the liability. If the 
city were to take ownership, the 
responsibility for maintenance 
and the liability would shift to 
city taxpayers. 

“Now is the time to get away 
from it, and just get rid of it,” 
Francis said. 

The water district’s board 
has also thought about installing 
a gate and security cameras to 
shut down the gravel road while 
the dam’s fate is debated. The 
city would get keys to the gate 
for emergency access. 

“We’re not trying to punish 
the city, we’re trying to decrease 
our liability,” Scheller said. 

Dick Hellberg, a former 
city commissioner who has 


dam as unsafe 


The Daily Astorian/File Photo 


The Skipanon Water Control District wants to remove the Eighth Street Dam on the Skipanon River in Warrenton. 


lived near the dam since 1971, 
doubts that the dam has ever 
been particularly useful for 
flood control. 

“T can’t even understand why 
the two commissioners voted 
‘no,”” he said of Commission- 
ers Pam Ackley and Rick New- 
ton, who had supported the deal 
last year. Commissioners Henry 
Balensifer and Tom Dyer voted 
to renew the agreement with the 


water district and CREST to get 
the bridge. 

‘J don’t really under- 
stand what their argument was 
because the dam is really not a 
part of our diking system other 
than it’s connected to it,” Hell- 
berg said. 

“Tt has virtually nothing to 
do with the height of the water 
in the areas that we’re worried 
about.” 


Denise Dick Tessa 
Lofman Hellberg Scheller 
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: ; ; : Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 
Construction crews work on the future site of Astoria Ford in Warrenton on Tuesday. A rendering of the lot is shown on the left corner of the sign. 


The last major car dealership will leave city, keep name 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


ARRENTON — Astoria Ford owner Dane Gouge said 
he hopes to be in operation at the North Coast Retail 
Center in Warrenton by December, if not sooner. 

Gouge, who signed a purchase and sale agreement with the 
retail center in 2012, closed on more than 6 acres at the corner 
of Ensign Lane and 19th Street earlier this month. Even though 
the dealership is changing cities, Gouge said he plans to keep the 
same name. 

““We’ve worked really hard to push the Astoria Ford name,” he 
said, adding only a few people have taken issue with the name. 
“Tt would be really tough to change that.” 

Gouge said the location at the retail center, across Ensign 
Lane from Costco and adjacent to a planned Wal-Mart, pro- 
vides 10 times the traffic as his Astoria location. His new loca- 
tion will include a large showroom and service center, with a sep- 
arate building for auto detailing, car storage and parking on the 
remainder of the site. The entrance to his dealership would be 
located across from the proposed exit for the Wal-Mart. 

“For me, it’s more exciting to have your own instead of pay- 
ing a lease payment,” said Gouge, who leases his current location 


See DEALERSHIP, Page 7A 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 
A excavator drives on the Astoria Ford site as construction crews work. The new 
Warrenton location will include two large commercial buildings, with car storage 
and parking on the remainder of the site. B-KR3B-ROIN’S KP 
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Dealership: 


Continued from Page 1A 


on West Marine Drive from 
Ray and Ruth Birdwell. “It’s 
pretty much like owning your 
own home.” 

The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers issued a wetland 
fill permit in September for 
Gouge’s new location, and 
groundwork started in Novem- 
ber. Gouge said crews, under 
general contractor Rickenbach 
Construction, hope to pour 
foundation later this week and 
erect the main building in July 
or August. 

Gouge has said the mainte- 
nance at his Astoria location is 
a challenge, and that the new 


Gouge said maintenance at Astoria location has been a challenge 


location will improve the cus- 
tomer experience with a state- 
of-the-art facility. 


Joining the migration 

Astoria Ford is the last 
major car dealership to leave 
the city. Ocean Crest Chevrolet 
(2004) and Lum’s Auto Center 
(2008) left their old spaces in 
Astoria and built new in War- 
renton, which is also home to a 
Kia dealership. 

Gouge, originally from 
Port Angeles, Washington, 
moved to Astoria from Centra- 
lia to work at Birdwell Motors 
in 1997. In 1999, Birdwell 
Motors was acquired by Boy- 
land Auto Group, owned by 


former professional baseball 
player Dorian Boyland. 

“Dorian pretty much took 
me under his wing and helped 
me obtain the store,” said 
Gouge, who bought Astoria 
Ford in the early 2000s. 

Over the years, he has gone 
from having the best to the 
worst facility for an auto deal- 
ership, Gouge said, as other 
dealers have left their old loca- 
tions to build new in Warren- 
ton. The former Ocean Crest 
Chevrolet in Astoria is now 
Fort George Brewery’s Lovell 
Room, and the former Lum’s 
Auto Center is on a city block 
with interest from developers 
wanting to build apartments. 


Up for sale 
The Birdwells_ _—have 
Gouge’s current location, 


including 668, 710 and 750 
W. Marine Drive, up for sale 
at $3.5 million, including 40 
acres of mostly submerged 
land on Youngs Bay, 3.64 
acres of buildable land and 
more than 30,000 square feet 
of building space between the 
showroom and a larger, vacant 
building next door. 


Dane Gouge bought 
Astoria Ford at 710 
W. Marine Drive 

in the early 2000s. 


Edward Stratton 
The Daily Astorian 


Warrenton refines ballot initiative standard 


Higher threshold 
would apply for 
some measures 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Ballot initiatives 
that would require supermajority or dou- 
ble majority voter approval to change city 
law or take government action will first 
have to win voter support by the same 


The Warrenton City Commission 
agreed Tuesday night to adopt the higher 
standard. The threshold will apply to citi- 
zen ballot initiatives and measures referred 
to voters by the City Commission. 

Supermajority or double majority 
requirements are meant to make it more 


difficult to change the law or 
take a government action. A 
double majority, for example, 
requires a majority vote among 
more than 50 percent of regis- 
tered voters, a high bar. 

The new standard will pre- 
vent such requirements from 
being enacted by majority 


more than $100,000. 

The charter amendment 
is a response from residents 
who had opposed a potential 
land swap between the city 
and Warrenton Fiber at Tansy 
Point. 

Yuill hopes to qualify the 
charter amendment for the 


vote. November ballot. 

“If you want to create a Henry Last year, when Yuill’s 
double-majority requirement, Balensifer group first announced a signa- 
you’re going to have to get ture drive, Mayor Mark Kujala 
a double majority to get that in the law,” _ had said the charter amendment would be 
said City Commissioner Henry Balen- “very limiting to the City Commission.” 
sifer, who introduced the change. “The petition is not directed against the 

The Warrenton Property Protection commission,” Yuill said. “This is solely a 
Committee, led by Ken Yuill, has col- group that felt that this needed to go to the 


lected signatures for a charter amend- 
ment that would require double-ma- 
jority voter approval before the city 
transfers or disposes of assets valued at 


voters, to get the voters’ decision on that. 
“By them passing that,” he said of 

the City Commission’s decision Tuesday 

night, “I don’t know pire we’ "re at.” 
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Port awaits word on LNG lease 


Oregon LNG 
holds Port land 
on the Skipanon 
Peninsula 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


The Port of Astoria is still 
waiting to learn the intentions 
of Oregon LNG, which sub- 
leases more than 90 acres from 
the agency on the Skipanon 
Peninsula in Warrenton but has 
abandoned a $6 billion termi- 
nal and pipeline project. 


See PORT, Page 12A to be built by Oregon LNG. 
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The east side of the Skipanon Peninsula, right, was the 
proposed site for a liquefied natural gas export terminal 
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Port: The leased land’s appraisal has risen from $384,000 to $1.29 million 


Continued from Page 1A 


The Port leases the property 
from the Department of State 
Lands for $129,000 annually, 
which is paid through the sub- 
lease to Oregon LNG. Oppo- 
nents of the liquefied natural 
gas project shared their relief 


Tuesday at a Port Commission , 


meeting that the saga is finally 
ending, 

“We've worked almost 12 
years on this, the community, 
the state,” said Lori Durheim, 
who regularly attends Port meet- 
ings and criticizes the Port’s sub- 
lease to Oregon LNG and its 
predecessor, Calpine Corp. 

Ted Thomas, another regu- 
lar Port Commission attendee 
and LNG opponent, said the 
Port should withdraw from 
the lease and request the prop- 
erty revert from state to county 
control. 

“I would say that I’m pretty 
sure that the Port is going to 
have an important role to play 
in the dissolution, or the end- 
ing of Oregon LNG here in 
Clatsop County,” Jim Knight, 
the Port’s executive director, 
said after the meeting. 


“Regarding the status of the 
lease, the Port has the option to 
amend the lease if they want to 
change the use, or the Port and 
department can mutually agree 
to terminate the lease,” Lorna 
Stafford, assistant to the direc- 
tor of the State Land Board, 
said in an email. “We have not 
yet been contacted by the Port 
regarding the lease.” 


Calpine 

In November 2004, the Port 
leased more than 90 acres on 
the Skipanon Peninsula from 
the Department of State Lands 
for five years, with two 30-year 
options to renew. The Port was 
initially charged $38,400 a 
year, and the lease specified 
the land could only be used for 
a golf course or marine indus- 
trial facility. 

Several days after execut- 
ing the lease with the state, 
the Port Commission unani- 
mously approved a sublease to 
Skipanon Natural Gas, a sub- 
sidiary of Calpine Corp., a Cal- 
ifornia-based energy company 
that wanted to build a natural 
gas terminal at the mouth of 
the Skipanon River and started 


paying the Port’s lease to the 
state. 

Calpine, reporting $10 bil- 
lion lost amid a slumping 
wholesale energy market, filed 
for bankruptcy near the end of 
2005. To help satisfy its debts, 
the company sold Skipanon 
Natural Gas and the sublease on 
the Skipanon Peninsula to LNG 
Development Co. LLC, a sub- 
sidiary of Leucadia National 
Corp., a New York-based hold- 
ing company. The sale came 
after Leucadia agreed to the 
Port’s request for a guarantee of 
payment on the lease. 


Oregon LNG 

LNG Development Co., 
doing business as Oregon 
LNG, started its own filings 
with the Federal Energy Regu- 
latory Commission, but ran into 
fierce opposition from locals 
and a competing terminal proj- 
ect by NorthernStar Natural 
Gas Inc., which had been plan- 
ning a similar project at Brad- 
wood Landing east of Astoria. 

The Port Commission even- 
tually renewed the agency’s 
sublease with Oregon LNG. 
But amid lingering questions 


over whether the Port or state 
owned the land on the pen- 
insula, and how the original 
Calpine Corp. lease was struc- 
tured, commissioners delayed 
renewing the lease with the 
Department of State Lands. 

Oregon LNG sued the Port 
to force it to renew the lease. 
A judge eventually ruled the 
agency had violated the sub- 
lease with Oregon LNG by 
not renewing the lease with 
the state. The Port eventually 
renewed the lease and settled 
to avoid paying damages to the 
company. 


Dueling appraisals 

In 2012, the value of the 
Skipanon Peninsula prop- 
erty shot up from $384,000 
to $1.29 million. Meanwhile, 
the annual lease payments 
Oregon LNG pays through 
the Port to the state went 
from $38,400 to $129,000. 

An amended lease 
between the Port and state 
from 2009 said the rent 
would be recalculated every 
five years based on the fair 
market value of the land. 

In December 2011, an 
appraiser hired by the state 
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had valued the land at more 
than $1.6 million, largely 
because of a zoning change 
from urban recreational — 
for a golf course — to marine 
industrial for a gas terminal. 
The appraisal was challenged 
by Oregon LNG, and a sec- 
ond appraisal valued it at 
$692,000. 

A third-party appraiser 
was brought in and com- 
pared the site to other indus- 
trial property in Vancouver, 
Washington, and Rainier, 
and valued the land at $1.29 
million. 
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Cullaby Lake cabin de stroyed | in fire 


By KYLE SPURR 
The Daily Astorian 


An unoccupied cabin on 
the east end of Cullaby Lake 
was destroyed in a fire Tuesday 
evening. 

Firefighters responded at about 
7 p.m. and discovered the cabin 
was fully engulfed in flames. 

“Tt must have been burning for 
quite a while before someone saw 
it because it was in flames,” War- 
renton Fire Chief Tim Demers 
said. 

Warrenton Fire brought a small 


boat to transport firefighters across 
the lake. Gearhart Fire crews had 
to cut through trees to access the 
cabin. Seaside Fire and state forest 
crews also responded. 

The fire was under control at 
about 10 p.m. 

“The issue was gaining access,” 
Gearhart Fire Chief Bill Eddy said. 
“We had crews go through the 
property and they had to cut their 
way in.” 

Eddy said the fire remains 
under investigation. Officials are 
attempting to contact to owner who 
is living in Cheyenne, Wyoming. 


Photo courtesy of Curt Helmer 
A crew from Warrenton Fire Department unloads a 
boat to reach a fire across Cullaby Lake Tuesday. 
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Warrenton 
mayor gets 
involved in 
dam talks 


Conflict of interest 
had kept Kujala from 
participating in the past 


- By DERRICK DePLEDGE | 


The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Warrenton Mayor 
Mark Kujala participated in an executive 
session Tuesday night on the Eighth Street 
Dam despite recusing himself from pre- | 
vious discussions because of a conflict of 
interest. | 

Kujala’s family owns property near the 
dam and his mother, father, brother and 
cousin have testified before the City Com- 
mission on the dam’s future. The mayor’s| 
family has aligned with the Nygaard family, | 
which controls Warrenton Fiber, to pressure | 
the city into opposing the dam’s removal | 
because of the potential impact to private 
property and Soe Be Sp ye 

Gel 2AGl 
FP, DA. See KUJALA, Page 10A | 
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Kujala: Mayor had 
recused himself before | 


Continued from Page 1A 


Kujala recused himself last 
year and this year from com- 
mission debates and votes 
related to the dam. The mayor 
explained in a May email that 
he did so “in the abundance of 
caution that this Project may 
have an economic impact on 
my home and business.” 

Kujala also acknowledged 
in May that the Nygaard fam- 
ily came to him with ques- 
tions about the dam. The 
mayor said he called City 
Attorney Hal Snow because 
they were legal 
questions involv- 
ing the city. 

On Wednesday, 
Kujala declined to 
comment on why 
he chose to partic- 
ipate in the exec- 
utive session on 
the dam Tuesday 
night or explain 


what additional Mark 


circumstances — voting on 
the issue. 

Kujala recused him- 
self when the City Commis- 
sion considered an agree- 
ment with the Skipanon 
Water Control District and 
the Columbia River Estuary 
Study Taskforce to remove 
the dam and install a sin- 
gle-lane bridge to preserve 
the city’s emergency access. 
A gravel road over the dam 
now links Eighth Street to 
private property owned by 
Kujala’s family and others. 

The water district, which 
owns the dam, con- 
siders the aging 
structure a haz- 
ard and of no use 
for flood con- 
trol. CREST has 
sought to use fed- 
eral Bonneville 
Power Administra- 
tion money to help 
the water district 


remove the dam 

role, if any, he has Kujala and improve fish 
played behind-the- passage and water 
scenes to influence the city. quality on the Skipanon River. 

“As you know, I’m not 
allowed to comment on any- Commission 
thing to do with executive backs out 
session,” Kujala said. The City Commission had 

The executive session twice supported a deal with 
was not posted on the City _ the water district and CREST, 


Commission’s agenda prior 
to Tuesday’s meeting. Snow 
said the discussion was 
called to address potential 
legal and property matters. 
Executive sessions are 
closed to the public but open 
to news reporters, who are 
expected not to disclose the 
details of the discussions. 


Law promotes 

transparency 
State ethics law instructs 
elected officials to pub- 
licly announce the nature of 
potential conflicts of interest 
before taking any action. For 
actual conflicts, where the 
elected official or a relative 
has a financial interest, the 
elected official is expected 
to give public notice and 
refrain from participating in 
the debate or — under most 


But in May, after appeals led 
by the Kujala family and the | 
Nygaard family, commission- | 
ers voted 2-2 against renew- | 
ing the agreement. 

The water district and 
CREST have decided to 
move forward with remov- 
ing the dam without installing 
the single-lane bridge the city 
wanted for emergency access. 
The move could provoke a’ 
legal clash with the city and 
private property owners. 

Tessa Scheller, the chair- 
woman of the water district’s | 
board, said she has been 
researching the cost of barri-. 
cades to close off the Breve 
road over the dam. | 

“It’s completely unsafe,” 
she said. “It exposes us. And, 
now that we’ve had the city 
decline, we really have to 
take care of business.” 


Critics of dam removal target city manager +2. <- 


Claim he should 
have disclosed 
engineering 
assessment 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Critics 
of a plan to remove the Eighth 
Street Dam have targeted City 
Manager Kurt Fritsch, claiming 
he should have disclosed engi- 
neering reviews that described 
potential flooding risks. 

The Skipanon Water Control 
District, which owns the dam, 
has sought to remove the out- 
dated structure on the Skipanon 


River as unsafe and ineffective 
at flood control. An engineer- 
ing plan adopted by the water 
district concludes that remov- 
ing the dam will improve fish 
passage and water quality and 
will not increase flood risk. A 
technical review prepared by a 
city consultant, however, ques- 
tioned whether the water dis- 
trict’s engineering firm properly 
defined the flood plain, and crit- 
ics believe Fritsch should have 
informed the City Commission. 

One approach circulating 
privately, according to sources 
familiar with the discussions, 
is for the City Commission to 
place Fritsch on administrative 
leave pending an independent 
investigation. | Commission- 
ers have discussed evaluat- 


by critics who oppose removing the Eighth Street Dam. 


ing Fritsch’s job performance, 
possibly as soon as a meeting 
Tuesday. The city manager has 


requested that any evaluation 


be conducted in public. 


The City Commission com- 


Alex Pajunas/The Daily Astorian 
Warrenton City Manager Kurt Fritsch has been targeted 


pleted an evaluation of Fritsch 
earlier this year and gave 
him a raise, but, behind the 
scenes, sources say opponents 
of removing the Eighth Street 
Dam have been reaching out 
to commissioners with serious 
concems about his conduct on 


the issue. 

Mayor Mark Kujala could 
not be reached for comment 
about Fritsch’s performance. 

Fritsch believes he has done 
nothing wrong. “No, I did not 
withhold information, because 
it wasn’t information for the 
City Commission,” he said, 
explaining that land use issues 
first go before the Planning 
Commission. 

E:24.)b 

See MANAGER, Page 8A 
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Manager: He said the commission keeps such information at ‘arm’s length’ 


Continued from Page 1A 


A reversal 

The Nygaard family, who 
own Warrenton Fiber, and 
Mayor Kujala’s family, who 
own property near the dam, 
have urged the city to con- 
sider taking control of the dam, 
warning of possible flood risks 
if the dam is removed by the 
water district. 

The City Commission voted 
2-2 in May — with Mayor 
Kujala recused because of a 
conflict of interest — against 
renewing a $1.2 million agree- 
ment with the water district 
and the Columbia River Estu- 
ary Study Taskforce on the 
dam. The agreement would 
have replaced a gravel road 
over the dam with a single-lane 


bridge so the city could main- 
tain emergency access over the 
river once the dam is removed. 
The project would have been 
funded with money from the 
federal Bonneville Power 
Administration. 

The commission had twice 
voted for the deal in the past but 
reversed course under pressure 
from the Nygaard and Kuala 
families. 

The water district responded 
in May by again voting to 
remove the dam, dropping 
the provision for a single-lane 
bridge for the city. 


Planning Commission 
review 
Removing the dam would 
require a city permit and, likely, 
a review by the Planning Com- 


mission, which could examine 
whether engineers for the water 
district and CREST adequately 
modeled the flooding risk. 

A Planning Commission 
vote could be appealed to the 
City Commission. 

Fritsch said he is con- 
cerned the process might now 
be “tainted” because city com- 
missioners have viewed some 
of the information on the dam 
before the Planning Commis- 
sion and before they might 
have to weigh an appeal. 

The city manager has con- 
sistently advised the City Com- 
mission to focus on the possi- 
bility of securing a bridge over 
the river for emergency access 
if the dam is removed — and 
not the flood-control issues — 
because the land use questions 


would first be heard by the 
Planning Commission. 

Fritsch said the city asked 
a consultant last year to do a 
technical review on the water 
district’s engineering reports 
on the dam to help the Planning 
Commission, but the water dis- 
trict and CREST withdrew the 
permit application before the 
Planning Commission took a 
vote. 

The city consultant contin- 
ued to review the water dis- 
trict’s engineering reports in 
the expectation that the proj- 
ect could come back before the 
Planning Commission. 

Fritsch said the City Com- 
mission “has always kept that 
at arm’s length and has not col- 
lected that information. It’s 
what we did for Oregon LNG. 


It’s what we did for Wal-Mart.” 
Pressed as to whether he 
should have shared more details 
with the commission, the city 
manager said: “I don’t think it 
would have been appropriate.” 


Defined flood plain 

Among the city consul- 
tant’s main conclusions, accord- 
ing to an October memo, is that 
while only minimal differences 
in water elevations are expected 
if the dam is removed, the water 
district’s engineering reports 
did not identify specific areas 
of inundation or properties that 
could be impacted. The consul- 
tant also questioned the potential 
impact of even small increases 
in water elevation on the city’s 
levees, even though the dam is 


not part of the levee system. 

Tessa Scheller, the chair- 
woman of the water district’s 
board of directors, said the 
water district was aware of the 
city consultant’s observations 
before adopting the engineer- 
ing plan. 

“We’re confident that we 
understand the flood plain,” she 
said. “We live here. We would 
not want to flood ourselves.” 

The water district took pos- 
session of the dam — built by 
the federal government in 1963 
— after the structure exceeded 
a 50-year life span. 

“We are determined to 
remove that dam,” Scheller 
said. “Our liability increases 
every day it’s there and open 
for public misuse.” 
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Water 
to block 


dam road 


Liability at issue as 
debate on Warrenton 


dam’s future continues 
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See DAM ROAD, Page 12A 
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Continued from Page 1A 


The City Commission voted 
in May against renewing a $1.2 
million agreement. with the 
water district and the Colum- 
bia River Estuary Study Task- 
force that would have provided 
the city with a single-lane bridge 
over the Skipanon River to 
ensure emergency access once 
the dam is removed. The com- 
mission had twice voted for the 
deal in the past, but reversed 
course under pressure. 

The Nygaard family, who 
own Warrenton. Fiber, and 
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Mayor Mark Kujala’s fam- 
ily, who own property near 
the dam, do not want the dam 
removed because of flooding 
concems. 

The water district and 
CREST, however, have moved 
forward without the city. The 
water district’s board voted 
Monday to give Tessa Scheller, 
the board’s chairwoman, pet- 
mission to sign a memoran- 
dum of understanding with 
CREST on a $1 million project 
to remove the dam and improve 
fish passage and water quality. 
The task force will use federal 
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Bonneville Power Administra- 
tion money to fund the project, 
which could be completed by 
the end of 2018. 

The water district has 
removed the tide gates on the 
dam, but three narrow culverts 
that restrict the flow of water 
and fish remain in place. 

The dam removal project 
will require a city permit, which 
could provide a forum for prop- 
erty owners and others who 
want to save the dam to raise 
objections. Legal challenges are 
also possible. 

The water district believes 
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the dam — built by the federal 
government in 1963 and tumed 


over to the district after exceed- 
ing a 50-year life span — is a 
legal liability. 

An engineering _ plan 


adopted by the water dis- 
trict describes the structure as 
unsafe and largely useless for 
flood control. 

“T think that, if it ever hits 
the courts, we’re going to be the 
ones that are being looked at as 
being responsible owners of the 
structure, because we're try- 
ing to protect the public,” Fran- 
cis said. “Now, we tried to pro- 
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Dam road: Water district believes the structure is a liability 


tect the public and give the city 
access by giving it a 16-foot- 
wide bridge. They have not 
agreed to that. So this is where 
you end up: You either get 
something, or you get nothing.” 

An examiner working for 
the water district’s insurer deter- 
mined that the structure is a 
liability. 

“Someone could go into 
the river with a truck, or a car, 
or a piece of machinery ... and 
I’m afraid we would be liable,” 
Scheller said. 

Although the water district 
installed a sign indicating that 


only authorized vehicles may 
use the road, the safety mea- 
sure has not stopped commer- 
cial traffic, which the dam is not 
designed to support. 

The aging structure, accord- 
ing to some, has also caused | 
flooding problems. | 

“The biggest problem. with 
the dam there now, from my 
point of view, is that it increases 
flooding on Dolphin Road and 
Perkins Lane when there is 
heavy downpours and heavy 
drainage coming down along 
the Skipanon,” Chuck Switzer, a 
board member, said. 
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Special meeting called on Warrenton dam 


City manager 
evaluation 
postponed 
indefinitely 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The City 
Commission will hold a special 
meeting Thursday morning on 
the controversial Eighth Street 
Dam. 

The Skipanon Water Con- 
trol District voted Monday to err 
on the side of caution and block 
a gravel road that runs over the 
dam. 

The water district, which 
owns the dam, is also moving 
forward with a plan to take out 


the aging structure by the end of 
2018. 

Last month, the City Com- 
mission voted not to renew a 
$1.2 million deal with the water 
district and the Columbia River 
Estuary Study Taskforce that 
would have given the city a sin- 
gle-lane bridge over the Ski- 
panon River to provide emer- 
gency access after the dam’s 
removal. 

The commission had voted 
for the agreement twice, but 
changed direction after facing 
vehement opposition. \ 

The special meeting is at 10 
a.m. at City Hall. 


The City Commission on’ 


Tuesday chose not to evalu- 
ate City Manager Kurt Fritsch’s 
job performance as originally 
planned. The evaluation has 
been postponed indefinitely, 


City Attorney Hal Snow said. 

Commissioners also voted 
to hire Akin Blitz, a Portland 
labor attorney, to work in coop- 
eration with Snow on personnel 
matters. Snow said he could not 
comment on whether the hir- 
ing of Blitz is related to issues 
involving the city manager. 

Blitz recently cleared Astoria 
Police Chief Brad Johnston of 
allegations that he violated city 
policy or state law by using his 
police vehicle for personal rea- 
sons and family travel. 

Critics have claimed Fritsch 
withheld information show- 
ing how the removal of the 
Eighth Street Dam might affect 
flood levels on surrounding 
properties. 

Although a water district 
engineering plan said remoy- 
ing the dam would not increase 


flood risk, a city technical 
review questioned whether 
the flood plain was accurately 
modeled. 

Mayor Mark Kujala’s fam- 
ily, who own property near the 
dam, and the Nygaard family, 
owners of Warrenton Fiber, are 
worried about potential flood- 
ing and have pressed the city to 
take control of the dam. 

In other business Tuesday, 
city commissioners adopted the 
city budget, along with a 7 per- 
cent increase in the water rates 
and a 6 percent hike in sewer 
rates. The new water rate is 
expected to bring in $162,400, 
the new sewer rate $113,280. 

The budget, totaling $32.3 
million — up from $29.3 mil- 
lion this year — includes the 
addition of a police sergeant 
and a marina worker. 


Kurt Fritsch 


City manager resigns 


Warrenton City Manager Kurt Fritsch resigned June 30 


_ ina special meeting of the Warrenton City Commission. 


The commission voted 4-0 to authorize Mayor Mark 


_ Kujala to sign a separation agreement with Fritsch who 


had been the city manager since 2011. The terms of the 
agreement were not made public and Fritsch declined to 
comment as to why he decided to resign. 

However, he did thank the commission for “the oppor- 
tunity to serve the community.” He went on, “We’ve come 
a long way and have accomplished a lot. I’m willing to 
sign the agreement. In this case, the manager has become a 
distraction and I don’t want to be a distriction. I leave here 
with no ill will toward the community or the commission.” 

The 8th Street dam issue became the catalyst for Fritsch’s 


_ departure. Some commissioners voiced concern that they | 


had not received all of the technical reports submitted to | 
the city regarding the potential effects of removing the dam | 
and how that would relate to flooding issues. 

Kujala thanked Fritsch for his time as city manager. 

“We've experienced significant growth,” he said. “Your 
leadership and experience have contributed to it. We’ve 
accomplished a lot and I want to thank Mr. Fritsch for all 
he’s done.” 

Commissioner Pam Ackley stated, “Many, many great 
things have happened while you were here. I wish you a 
good retirement.” 

City Recorder Linda Engbretson was appointed as in- 


terim city manager. 7-3-Aole = CA FP 


| 
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Ownership of 8th 
Street dam may 
be put to test 


By Gary Nevan 

A recent decision by the Skipanon Water Control District 
(SWCD) to barricade the 8th Street dam access road may 
result in a legal challenge by the City of Warrenton as to who 
actually owns the dam. 

The SWCD cited safety concerns and potential liability 
as the reasons for barricading the gravel one-lane road over 
the dam. 

The SWCD has also decided to go ahead, without an agree- 


| ment from the city, with a memorandum of understanding 


(MOU) with the Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce 
(CREST) for a $1.2 million project to remove the dam and 
construct a steel bridge over the Skipanon River. The funds 
for the project would come from the Bonneville Power Ad- 
ministration. 

At its May 24 meeting, the Warrenton City Commission 
voted to reject an MOU with CREST and the SWCD for the 
bridge project citing a need for more information regarding 
potential flooding impacts if the dam was removed. Several 
commissioners stated they had not received all of the technical 
reports pertaining to possible adverse effects on flooding if 
the dam was removed. 

But legal questions as to ownership of the dam may delay 
any action by CREST and the SWCD. 

A 1962 easement granted to the SWCD by the city states 
that the purpose shall be for “all ingress and agress and use 
necessary for the construction, operation, maintenance and 
inspection of a floodwater control structure and dike.” 

The easement goes on to state that the water control dis- 
trict is responsible for operating, repairing and maintaining 
the structure and that the easement is void if the district does 


| not comply with the terms and provisions of the easement. 


The tide gate on the dam was removed several years ago 


| by the SWCD and prior to that, the water district had not 


operated the gate during high and low tides, according to 
reports from various sources. 

A special meeting was announced for Thursday morning 
(June 30) to discuss the dam issue. Also on the agenda was an 
item related to personnel. The commission at their Tuesday, 
June 28, meeting had originally planned to evaluate City 
Manager Kurt Fritsch’s job performance. That agenda item 
was taken off at the last minute. However, the commission did 
approve the hiring of Akin Blitz, a labor attorney in Portland 
with the firm Bullard Law to work with city attorney Hal 
Snow on city personnel matters. It was not disclosed what 
the personnel issues are that Blitz will look into. 7-J- /@ 


Ce 


Let it go 


E his Open Forum letter “Part. 
of the conversation” (The 
Daily Astorian, June 21), Mark 
Kujala does protest too much. 
Having been on the board of 
the Skipanon River Watershed 
Council for the past eight years, 
I am bewildered by Kujala’s ref- 
erence to the “project” involving | 
the Eighth Street dam. | 

Members of the Kujala fam- 
ily have sat on our board of 
directors and know the facts. | 
The crumbling infrastructure of | 
this old and ineffectual dam has | 
led to a consensus that it should 
be removed. The state and fed- 
eral governments agree, and 
have issued necessary permits. 
It should be torn down because | 
it is an obstacle to fish passage, | 
dangerous for vehicular traffic, | 
and, like any culvert system, 
could become obstructed with 
debris and flood the town. 

Originally, the road on top | 
was intended only for main- 
tenance and city vehicles, but 
the family developer has been 
using it for large trucks deliver- 
ing fill, causing further deterio- 
ration. The town of Warrenton 
was offered the dam, but has 
never wanted to take responsi- 
bility for maintenance and pos- 
sible accidents, and turned the 
offer down. They were offered | 
a new free bridge, but haggled 
over how wide it should be, and 
then rejected the offer outright. | 

The Columbia River Estu- 
ary Study Taskforce (CREST), 
the Skipanon Watershed Coun- | 
cil, and the Skipanon Water — 
Control District are doing the | 
right thing for the town and 
the river. What do Kujala, his 
family, and his cohort Nygaard 
really want? The dam had its 
tide gates removed, and is no 
longer functioning for flood 
control, if it ever did. It is being 
decommissioned and is slowly 
crumbling into the river. It is 
time for it to go and for all of us 
to move on. 

MARGARET HINES 

71° 2Otb& Warrenton 
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Fritsch 
resigns in 
Warrenton 


City manager was target 
of criticism by opponents 
of dam removal 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
and ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


| 

WARRENTON — City Manager Kurt | 
Fritsch resigned on Thursday, telling city | 
commissioners at a special meeting that he | 
had become a distraction. 

Critics who oppose the removal of the 
Eighth Street Dam over the Skipanon River 
had targeted Fritch and had sought to under- 
mine his management with commissioners. 

Fritsch said that 
sometimes “the man- 
ager becomes a dis- 
traction. And that can 
inhibit your ability to 
move forward. And 
that’s not a good place 
to be. And I don’t want 
to be a distraction.” 


The City Com- 
mission voted 4-0 to 
authorize Mayor Mark Kurt 
Kujala to sign a sepa- Frisch 


ration agreement with 
Fritsch. The agreement provides Fritsch with | 
a severance payment of six months in wages 
— an estimated $49,500 — along with vaca- 
tion and other benefit payouts. A non-dispar- 
agement clause stipulates that the city will 
not disparage Fritsch and that Fritsch’ will 
not publicly criticize the city. 

Linda Engbretson, the city recorder, was 
named interim city manager. 

Fritsch, who has served as the city’s chief | 
executive since 2011, declined to comment | 


7:1 AOlER sees FRITSCH, Page 10A 
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Continued from Page 1A 


further on the reasons behind 
his resignation. 


Personnel matter 

Privately, some city com- 
missioners had discussed plac- 
ing Fritsch on administrative 
leave pending an independent 
investigation of his conduct on 
the dam. The City Commis- 
sion had scheduled a perfor- 
mance evaluation for Fritsch 
for Tuesday’s regular meet- 
ing but postponed the review. 
Commissioners announced 
instead that the city would 
contract with Akin Blitz, a 
Portland labor attorney, on a 
personnel matter, which turned 
out to be Fritsch’s separation 
agreement. 

Commissioners had 
reviewed Fritch’s performance 
earlier this year and awarded 
him a raise. Over the past few 
months, however, the city 
manager became a focal point 
among people who oppose the 
removal of the dam. 

The Skipanon Water Con- 
trol District, which owns the 
dam, wants to remove the out- 
dated structure to shed liability 
and improve fish passage and 
water quality on the river. An 
engineering plan has found no 
increased flood risk if the dam 
is taken out. 

The Nygaard family, who 
own Warrenton Fiber, and 


Mayor Kujala’s family, who 
own property near the dam, 
have urged the city to take 
control of the dam, warn- 
ing of flood risks to property 
owners. 

The City Commission in 
May voted against renew- 
ing a $1.2 million agreement 
with the water district and the 
Columbia River Estuary Study 
Taskforce that would have 
given the city a single-lane 
bridge over the river once the 
dam is removed. The city and 
others have access over the 
river now through a gravel 
road over the dam, and the 
commission had twice voted 
in favor of the deal to preserve 
emergency access. 


Removing the dam 

Undeterred by the commis- 
sion’s reversal, the water dis- 
trict and CREST are moving 
forward on a $1 million proj- 
ect to remove the dam with- 
out the new bridge for the city. 
On Monday, the water dis- 
trict agreed to barricade the 
gravel road because of liability 
concerns. 

Behind the scenes, crit- 
ics have faulted Fritsch for 
not disclosing a city tech- 
nical review on the dam to 
city commissioners and the 
public. The city review, pre- 
pared by a consultant, ques- 
tioned whether engineers for 
the water district and CREST 


Frtisch: ‘I leave here with no ill will towards 


this community or this commission’. 


properly modeled the flood 
plain. 

Fritsch told The Daily | 
Astorian last week that the 
technical review was ordered 
by the city to help the Plan- | 
ning Commission evaluate the | 
dam removal project. He said 
it would not have been appro- | 
priate to share the review with | 
the City Commission, which | 
might have to assess the proj- | 
ect on appeal. 

“T leave here with no ill will 
towards this community or 
this commission,” Fritsch told 
city commissioners at the spe- 
cial meeting Thursday morn- 
ing. “I’m positive about what 
we’ve done and certainly wish 
you well going forward. 

“I think this is a good agree- 
ment for both of us.” 

Kujala and the commis- 
sioners thanked Fritsch for his | 
work. 

“We’re going to miss you,” 
Commissioner Henry Balen-| 
sifer said. 

An item on the Eighth) 
Street Dam was pulled from | 
the agenda for the special 
meeting after Kujala said the 
city needed to have an inde- 
pendent legal and technical 
review of the subject. 


‘An ambush’ 

Mike Calog, a Warrenton 
resident and retired Cannon 
Beach police officer, was out- 
raged that no public comments | 
were allowed at the special 
meeting. | 

When he asked Kujala why, 
the mayor said, “Because there’s 
nothing to comment on.” 

Calog replied, “You just 
lost a good city manager. I 
think that’s something to com- 
ment on.” _ 

Outside City Hall, Calog 
said, “I’m an old combat vet, 
and I can smell an ambush 
when I see one.” 

“Every indication I’ve 
heard about this gentleman is 
he’s been a damn good city. 
manager, and the people here 
have a right to know what’s 


going on behind closed doors,” 
he continued. 

Calog questioned why 
Fritsch was a distraction. He 
said “somebody got their feel- 
ings ruffled on the dam, and, 
all of a sudden, we don’t have 
a city manager. And there’s no 
explanation given.” 


Warrenton | 


considers 
food trucks 
at airport 


Carts will be allowed in 
other industrial zones 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — U.S. Coast Guard per- 
sonnel, Lektro employees and other work- 
ers at Astoria Regional Airport may soon 
have better access to a quick meal near the 
workplace. 

The City Commission held a first reading | 
on a municipal code amendment allowing | 
food and beverage trucks and carts to oper- | 
ate in the general industrial zoning district. 

“The (industrial zones) are kind of iso- 
lated, and people oftentimes don’t have the 


time available to go out and get a quick 


snack in the morning, or even at lunch time,” 
Community Development Director Skip 
Urling said. 

The Lunch Wagon, a food cart that 
opened at the airport in April and sells hot 
and cold sandwiches, has a temporary vari- 

ance to operate. The code change would 


allow the cart to stay. 
Vo SHOE 


| 


| 
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“MAYOR'S 


CORNER 


By Warrenton Mayor Mark Kujala 


Last week, the Warrenton City 
Commission received a letter of 
resignation from City Manager Kurt 
Fritsch. Mr. Fritsch was Warrenton’s 
City Manager for the last five years. 
During those five years Warrenton 
experienced significant growth and 
Kurt’s experience and leadership 
contributed greatly. 

Some highlights during the last 
five years was a successful campaign 
to bring Pacific Coast Seafoods back 
to the Skipanon River, the creation 
of a long-term capital improvement 
plan, the construction of new har- 
bormaster facilities at the Warrenton 
Marina, and the hiring of several 
additional officers to the Warren- 
ton Police Department. Warrenton 
accomplished all this while main- 
taining amicable relations with 
employees and other government 
bodies throughout the county. 

Mr Fritsch was the longest- 
serving city manager Warrenton has 
had since Gil Gramson retired in 
2000. Linda Engrebretson has now 
stepped in to the role of city manager 
pro-tem. She has the experience and 
has already immersed herself in ad- 
vancing city projects forward. The 
Warrenton City Commission will be 
meeting with Warrenton Department 
Heads in a work session next Tues- 


day to get up to speed on the status 
of activities in each department so | 


that we don’t miss a beat. 

I want to thank Mr Fritsch for his. 
service to our city, and we wish him 
the best in his future endeavors. 


Food carts: ‘It’s a really big convenience’ 


Continued from Page 1A 


“I’ve got quite a few reg- 
ulars. Some come every day. 
I’ve got a couple that are here 
twice a day, breakfast and 
lunch. And then I have some 
that come two or three times 
a week,” said Robert Rip- 
ley, who owns the cart with 
Chery] Stoffelsen. 

The code amendment 
would also apply to the North 
Coast Business Park and 
Warrenton’s other industrial 
developments. 

A while back, the Port of 
Astoria, which owns the air- 
port, approached the city 
about private food cart ven- 
dors, including The Lunch 
Wagon. 

The Planning Commis- 
sion had a “lengthy and ani- 
mated” discussion on the 
issue, according to Urling, but 
didn’t take action. A motion to 
support the code amendment 
failed for lack of a second. 

Some Planning Commis- 
sion members feared that 
food carts would proliferate 
and degrade the aesthetics in 
the industrial zones. 

They were also concerned 
that mobile food outlets not 
only offer few employment 
opportunities, but, with such 
low overhead, have an unfair 


advantage over brick-and- 
mortar businesses that pay 
rent, mortgages and taxes. 

In addition, several Plan- 
ning Commission members 
“simply didn’t like the emerg- 
ing concept of mobile food 
vendors,” Urling’s staff report 
reads. 


‘Really big 
convenience’ 

City staff, however, sup- 
ports the idea of food carts in 
industrial zones. 

“These units are becom- 
ing more and more popular 
across the country” and ben- 
efit employees whose work- 
places are too remote to allow 
them to patronize traditional 
restaurants, Urling wrote. 
“They also are especially pop- 
ular with the millennial demo- 
graphic which is a growing 
cohort of the population.” 

Gary Kobes, the Port of 
Astoria’s airport manager, 
said, “It’s a really big conve- 
nience, for the aviation com- 
munity, to have food on the 
field.” 

He added that the presence 
of such vendors may gradu- 
ally draw more attention to 
the area and increase revenue 
over the long run. 

Paul Davis, Lektro’s direc- 
tor of operations, said the 


company’s _half- 
hour lunch breaks 
don’t give employ- 
ees enough time to 
leave the airport, 
grab a meal, drive 
back and eat. 
Retired Coast 
Guard Capt. Dan 
Travers and Com- 


cart like The Lunch Wagon 
on-site improves opera- 
tions and boosts morale for 
servicemembers. 

The City Commission 
will hold a final reading on 
the code change at the next 
meeting. 


City manager search 
In other business, the City 
Commission passed a reso- 


lution declaring its intent to) 


appoint a city manager. 


The previous city manager, | 


Kurt Fritsch, resigned in June 
after five years amid a contro- 
versy surrounding the Eighth 
Street Dam. 

City Recorder 
Engbretson was appointed 
interim city manager. Her sal- 
ary is now $95,000 per year 
— Fritsch’s starting salary 
— retroactive to the day she 
stepped into the position. 


Linda | 


‘appointment. 
‘Tm not sure 
that we can appoint 
a new,  perma- 
nent, full-time city 
manager in four 


mand Master Chief Gan months,” Engbret- 
Karl Keyes said Kobes son said, adding that 
_that having a food the hiring procedure 


is highly involved and needs 
to be handled publicly so the 
community can weigh in. 

In the meantime, commis- 
sioners also gave Engbretson 
the authority to preside over 
personnel matters, including 
the hiring of two new positions 
listed in the fiscal year bud- 
get: a sergeant for the Police 
Department and a full-time 
marina worker. 


The city char-| 
ter outlines a. 
four-month  win-| 


dow to make the 


Warrenton 
authorizes 
legal look 

at old dam 


CREST pulls out 
of removal project 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The city has ordered 
an outside legal review on the Eighth Street 
Dam as the latest plan to remove the aging 
structure has collapsed. 

Akin Blitz, a Portland labor attorney, will 
compile a fact-finding report on the owner- 
ship, operation and potential removal of the 
dam on the Skipanon River. The report will 
also outline options the City Commission 
could consider to protect the interests of the 
city and property owners along the river. 

The Skipanon Water Control District, 
which owns the dam, wants to remove the 
outdated structure to improve fish passage 
and water quality. But the Columbia River 
Estuary Study Taskforce, the water district’s 
partner, has withdrawn from the $1 million 
project. 

In an email Tuesday to the interim city 
manager and city commissioners, Tessa 
Scheller, the chairwoman of the water dis- 
trict’s board, said the water district has no 
interest in spending money to “keep an 
obsolete, and dangerous dam in place.” She 
said she is willing to meet with the city, and 
perhaps state and federal regulators, on a 


resolution. 7 /3- HO/G 
See DAM, Page 10A 
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Dam: CREST was the 
source of $1 million 
in federal money to 
finance the project 


~Kurt Fritsch resigned as | 
city manager in June after 
critics of the dam’s removal 
claimed he withheld tech- 
nical reviews on the dam. 
Fritsch had said the reviews ~ 
were prepared for the Plan- 
ning Commission, so it 
would have been inappro- 
priate to share the informa- 
tion with the City Commis- 
sion, which might have had 
to hear a land-use question | 
on appeal. 


Continued from Page 1A 


“We can all make prog- 
ress working together as part- 


| ners for our shared commu- 
| nity benefit,” Scheller wrote. 


Some at the water dis- 


| trict have talked about turn- 


ing the dam over to the city 
for $1 to get rid of the liabil- 
ity. The city has not publicly 
expressed an interest in tak- 
ing ownership of the dam, 
although, privately, Mayor 
Mark Kujala and others have 
discussed the possibility, 
along with whether the city 
already has a legal stake in 
ownership. 

Kujala’s family, who own 
property near the dam, and 
the Nygaard family, who 
own Warrenton Fiber, have 
urged the city to take con- 
trol of the dam for flood con- 
trol reasons, even though the 
water district insists the dam 
provides no demonstrated 
flood control. 

“This is about discovery. 
We need to know exactly 
what has happened here,” 
Kujala said before the City 
Commission voted 5-0 Tues- 
day night to authorize the 
outside legal review. 

Kujala acknowledged 
his family’s property inter- 
est near the dam before par- 
ticipating in the discussion 
Tuesday night. The mayor 
has recused himself from 


votes related to the dam in — 


the past because of a conflict. 


Contentious issue 

The scope of work for the 
legal review describes what 
has become a contentious 
issue for the city, citing dis- 
trust with information that 
has been made public and 
uncertainty about other infor- 
mation that may be available. 


Some residents warned 


the City Commission Tues- | 
day night about the risk 
of flooding if the dam is | 
not properly operated or | 
removed, echoing informa- | 


tion that had been circulating | 
privately by critics to influ- | 
ence the commission before | 
Fritsch resigned. 
Bert Little, who used to | 
serve with the water district, 
said flooding issues would be 
reduced if the dam is oper- 


"ated properly. The water dis- 


trict made a policy choice 
to leave the tide gates open 
year-round in 2012 and| 
removed the gates entirely | 
last fall. 
“With the doors up, all the | 
properties will always be sat- 
urated with water,” Little said. 
“That’s just the way it is.” 


Built in 1963 

The Eighth Street Dam 
was built by the federal gov- 
ernment in 1963 for flood 
control. The water district 
took possession of the dam 
after the structure exceeded 
its 50-year life span. 

An engineering plan 
adopted by the water dis- 
trict concludes that there is | 
no increased risk of flood- 
ing if the dam is removed. | 
A technical review by a city 
consultant, however, ques- 
tions whether engineers for 
the water district accurately 
modeled the flood plain. 


The City Commission 
twice voted for a $1.2 million 
agreement with the water dis- 
trict and CREST that would 
have provided the city with 
a single-lane bridge over the 
river to replace a gravel road 
once the dam is removed. 
The commission, under pres- 
sure from the Kujala and 
Nygaard families, voted 2-2 
in May against renewing the 
agreement. 

The water district and 
CREST decided to move for- 
ward with dam removal by 
the end of 2018 without pro- 
viding the city with a bridge. 
The water district also bar- 
ricaded the gravel road 
because of safety concerns. 

CREST, however, has 
pulled out. The agency’s 
participation was critical 
because it was the source of 
$1 million in federal Bonne- 
ville Power Administration 
money to finance the project. 

“Given everything that’s 
been going on, we thought 
that it would be best if we 
backed out and allowed the 
city and the district to work 
things out,” said Denise 
Lofman, CREST’s  direc- 
tor. “At this point, we’re not 

involved at all.” 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 
The city has ordered a legal review into the Eighth 
Street Dam over the Skipanon River. 


Willie Nyberg has served on Warrenton 


JULY 15, 2016 


Fire Department since 1982 


By Lenard Hansen 

Willie Nyberg is the second longest-serving member in the 
Warrenton Fire Department. He joined the fire department in 
1982. 

Willie is also the longest-serving member of the Warrenton 
Fire Department before the Hammond merger. He joined the fire 
department with some nudging by his friends (Duane Everson, 
Mike Welch, Mark Balensifer and Skip Moore). At that time, 
Duane Mullins was the Fire Chief. Willie presently serves as a 
Captain in the fire department. 

Willie married a local girl (Lisa Tuveng) and has two daugh- 
ters (Brittney and Kaylee). His daughter Brittney was with 
the fire department for a short period of time. Willie attended 
Clatsop Community College and earned two associate degrees 
with emphasis in marine technology. 

Willie began his law enforcement career as a Warrenton po- 
lice officer. He then transferred and joined the Clatsop County 
Sheriff’s Office as a deputy. His favorite job in the sheriff’s office 
was assignment to the marine patrol. It was in that position that 
he became a recognized expert and involved in training marine 


deputies throughout the United States. He went through training 
at the U.S. Coast Guard Training Center in Yorktown, Virginia. 
Willie retired from the sheriff’s office in January, after serving 
31 years as a police officer. 

Some of biggest fires that Willie can remember involved As- 
toria (a couple of waterfront canneries, #10 6th Street, Rainbow 
Creations, to name a few). He also remembers the fires at the 
old junior high school in Hammond and most recently, Pacific 
Coast Seafood. It was at Pacific Coast Seafood that he was one 
of the first group of firefighters assigned to the roof and they 
had to retreat because of the fire’s rapid spread. 

One of the biggest changes in the fire department is in training. 
When he first joined, he was given some turnout gear and could 
jump right on the fire engine to respond. These days volunteers 
have to go through three weekend classes, 16 hours of hazard- 
ous material training, 36 hours of wildland training and about 
six-months of weekly fire training before they can board a fire 
engine to respond. 

After all these years, he still enjoys the weekly training and 
camaraderie with other members of the fire department. 


Walmart 
gets one 


more year 


Retail giant looks to 
build in Warrenton 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Walmart has been 
given another year to break ground in 
Warrenton. 

The City Commission on Tuesday 
approved a one-year extension of the retailer’s 
site design permit to build at Ensign Lane and 
U.S. Highway 101 in the North Coast Retail 
Center. The commission first granted the land 
use permit in August 2013 and has extended it 
three times, this time until next August. 

But this time the vote wasn’t unanimous. 

Mayor Mark Kujala and Commission- 
ers Pam Ackley and Tom Dyer voted for 
the extension; Commissioner Rick Newton 
voted against it. Commissioner Henry Bal- | 
ensifer was absent. 

Asked after the meeting why he opposed 
the extension, Newton said, “I don’t think it 
will make life better in Warrenton” to have 


a Walmart Co -/0 ~ XO 
See WALMART, Page 10A | 
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A Walmart store in Southington, Conn. 


Walmart: Divisive issue regularly draws | 
opponents from neighboring communities 


Continued from Page 1A 


The win for Walmart came 
a week after a judge dismissed 
a case brought by a local oppo- 
sition group, Clatsop Residents 
Against Walmart, against the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

The citizens group, formed 
in 2010 to oppose the retailer’s 
move to Warrenton, sued the 
Army Corps more than a year 
ago, claiming the agency failed 
to adequately protect wetland 
and consider alternatives in its 
review of a wetland fill permit 
application by Peaksview LLC, 
which owns land Walmart plans 
to build on. The Corps issued 
Peaksview a permit to fill 0.37 
acres of wetland for construc- 
tion of a big-box retailer. 

Karl Anuta, the attorney for 
the citizens group, said he plans 
to file a supplemental memo 
appealing the judge’s ruling. 

“Tn his view, they didn’t need 
to look at the studies Walmart 
had supposedly done,” Anuta 
said. “They just asked about 
them. We don’t agree. That’s 
what our supplemental memo 
will be around.” 

Walmart intends to begin 
construction in spring 2017, 
assuming the federal litigation 
has been resolved, Skip Urling, 
Warrenton’s community devel- 
opment director, said. 


Divisive issue 

Walmart’s plan to build in 
Warrenton is a divisive issue 
for North Coast residents, one 
that regularly draws opponents, 
including from neighboring 
communities. 

“This request should be 
denied because, number one, it 
was a mistake to grant the per- 
mit in the first place,” said Sara 
Meyer, an Astoria resident and a 
member of CRAW, at Tuesday’s 
meeting. 

Among her objections, the 
project, she said, “only looks at 
short-term construction employ- 
ment and a few part-time 
employees at this site. It does 


not address the long-term eco- 
nomic health in the city.” 

CRAW, she said, “wants 
you to know that we are not 
anti-business. We support busi- 
ness and smart, sustainable 
growth. Walmart is the opposite 
of that.” 

Meyer, a plaintiff in the law- 
suit against the Army Corps, 
added that the citizens group 
worries the money spent at 
Walmart won’t recirculate in 
the community. “They will, ulti- 
mately, take that money out of 
this community. That is why we 
fight them,” she said. 

Should construction _ get 
underway, CRAW’s members 
will monitor Walmart’s adher- 
ence to safe-building and envi- 
ronmental practices, Meyer 
said. “We expect the city to 
be supportive of aggressive 
enforcement” when violations 
are reported. 

Betty Stennick, of Ham- 
mond, shops at Walmart in 
Longview, Washington, and 
could not disagree more. “I 
believe the sooner that Walmart 
gets built, the better we’re all 
going to be.” 


Keith Pinkstaff, 
Warrenton’s har- 
bormaster since 
1998, is retiring 
this week. At 
Tuesday’s City 
Commission 
meeting, Mayor 
Mark Kujala pre- 
sented Pinkstaff 
with an award of 
appreciation. 


Erick Bengel 
The Daily Astorian 


“T say ‘yes’ on Walmart, and 
let’s hurry up. We need it here. 
Both Fred Meyer and Safeway 
need more competition,” she 
said, eliciting an “amen” from 
an audience member. “And after 
that, maybe WinCo will come in 


— the more the merrier.” 


Harbormaster retires 

In other business Tuesday 
night, Kujala — wearing a sport 
coat for the occasion — pre- 
sented an award of apprecia- 
tion to Keith Pinkstaff, who has 
served as the city’s harbormas- 
ter for 18 years and is retiring 
this week. 

“On behalf of the city of 
Warrenton, we all want to thank 
you for all of your service,” the 
mayor told him. 

Pinkstaff said he is grateful 
to the commission and city staff 
for their support and for help- 
ing him improve Warrenton and 
Hammond’s harbors and mari- 
nas over the years. 

“Tm here to help the city. 
I'm not going anywhere,” he 
said, “so thank you.” 

Edward Stratton contributed 
to this report. 
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Warrenton makes 
right decision on 


Walmart permit 


N: everybody wants a Walmart in Warrenton or any other 

regional city, It’s a divisive issue and one some Warrenton 
residents share with people in other communities across the 
country who oppose the big-box behemoth for a variety of reasons. 

In fact, even a quick glance at the internet brings up a host of 
websites that are dedicated to nothing other than keeping Walmart 
out of those communities. 

But despite opposition by the Clatsop Residents Against Walmart 
group and others who spoke against the mega-retailer at this past 
week’s City Commission meeting, Warrenton commissioners made 
the right decision in renewing Walmart’s site design permit for 
another year. The approval marked the third time the permit has 
been extended. 

The decision of whether Walmart could build in Warrenton 
was originally made in 2013 when the commission first granted 
the retailer’s land use permit. That 2013 decision later drew a fed- 

eral lawsuit against the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers that claimed 
_ the agency failed to protect wetlands in its review and approval of 
_a wetland fill permit application by Peaksview LLC. Peaksview 
owns land that Walmart plans to build on at Ensign Lane and U.S. 
Highway 101 in the North Coast Retail Center. The suit stalled 
Walmart’s plans until two weeks ago when a federal judge dis- 
missed the case. The delay, however, forced Walmart to ask for the 
third extension of its permit. 

While in past votes commissioners had been unanimous in their 
approval, this time it wasn’t a slam dunk. Commissioners voted 3-1 
in favor with one commissioner absent from the meeting. The “no” 
vote is a bit puzzling and came from Commissioner Rick Newton, 
who said after the meeting that he opposed the extension because “I 
don’t think it will make life better in Warrenton.” Newton had previ- 
ously voted “yes” last year on the extension issue. 

Despite the flip-flop, the extension approval this past week was 
right for several reasons. 

Whether Warrenton should have a Walmart or not was really 
decided when the city first began allowing big-box stores. That pol- 
‘icy was reaffirmed with the original approval of Walmart’s land use 
permit and then reinforced by the two additional extensions prior to 
last week’s action. 

And, importantly, Walmart thus far has met each legal require- 
ment to build and open in Warrenton, barring a successful appeal 
of the judge’s dismissal of the lawsuit. Doing an about-face on the 
issue now, despite its divisiveness, is a form of discrimination and 
protectionism that government has no business in practicing. 

Governments make overall policy, and consumers, through free- 
dom of choice, ultimately determine a business’s uC by making 
decisions with their feet on where they shop 3 {5 Aol ( 
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reaches out to 
feds on dam 
City wants clarity on 
control of structure 


Warrrenton 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
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The federal government said the water | 


district was free to operate, modify or | 


decommission the dam as the owner. 

“Tt was a hastily worded, inartful and mis- 
leading letter, which has caused all of this 
confusion,” Akin Blitz, a Portland attorney 
representing Warrenton, said at a City Com- 
mission meeting Tuesday night. 

Ron Smith, the state conservation engi- 
neer for the Natural Resources Conservation 
Service in Portland, told The Daily Asto- 
rian in September that the federal govern- | 
ment viewed the water district as “the owner 
because they had to obtain those land rights 
to be able to install those structures and to 
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Dam: Blitz suggested water district strayed from flood control 


Continued from Page 1A 


successfully operate and main- 
tain those for the service life of the 
structures. 

“So from our agency perspec- 
tive, we look at them as an owner of 
those structures.” 

Warrenton has sought to take 
control of the dam, either for flood 
control or as an asset to remove later 
for wetlands mitigation credits on a 
development project. 

The water district wants to 
remove the dam as a hazard and to 
improve water quality and fish pas- 
sage on the river. But the water dis- 
trict does not hold title to the dam, 
and an agreement with the Colum- 
bia River Estuary Study Taskforce 
and the city to remove the dam and 


HO” 
site AO 


construct a bridge over the river for 
emergency access has fallen apart, 
so the future of the dam is in legal 
limbo. 

Blitz has said the water district 
forfeited a city easement to operate 
the dam when the district removed 
the tide gates. 

Blitz had told the City Commis- 
sion in September that the city is the 
rightful owner of the dam’ because 
of a 1938 Circuit Court ruling on 
the title of nearby land and the water 
district’s decision to remove the tide 
gates. 
But the attorney now maintains 
that the dam is likely a federal asset 
tied to the city’s levee system. He 
wants the Natural Resources Con- 
servation Service to find that a fed- 
eral interest remains and that the 


U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
the city should control the dam as a 
component of the levees. 

The water district has rejected 
the idea that the dam is part of the 
city’s levee system. 


Strayed from flood control 

Blitz suggested the water dis- 
trict has strayed from a flood-con- 
trol mandate and is more interested 
in protecting salmon. 

“Their charter is water con- 
trol,” the attorney said. “Their clear 
motive is fish. They aren’t in the fish 
business, but that’s the passion of 
the governing body.” 

Tessa Scheller, the chairwoman 
of the water district’s board, has 
called for a work session with the 
city to discuss potential solutions. 


The district is also seeking legal 
counsel to respond to Blitz’s warn- 
ing that the city could file a lawsuit 
or seize the dam. 

One possibility for mediation, 
Blitz said, could be Portland State 
University’s National Policy Con- 
sensus Center. 

* Mayor Mark Kujala, whose fam- 
ily owns property near the dam, 
did not warm to the water district’s 
request for negotiations. 

“1 don’t know what we have to 
negotiate,” the mayor said. 


Restore tide gates 
Kujala and other commission- 
ers instead discussed restoring 
the tide gates on the dam and 
operating the structure for flood 
control, warming that property 


owners are at risk of flooding. 

The water district has concluded 
that the dam is obsolete and has 
adopted an engineering plan that 
found no increased risk of flooding 
if the dam is removed. A city tech- 
nical review, however, raised doubts 
about whether the engineering plan 
accurately modeled the flood plain. 

Federal and state officials have 
said the dam could continue to func- 
tion past its 50-year useful life with 
improvements and maintenance, but 
recommended more study. 

Collin Stelzig, the city engi- 
neer, told commissioners that more 
data collection is necessary, partic- 
ularly with the tide gates installed. 
“They’re providing protection and 
they need to be modeled with those 
tide gates in place,” he said. 


Warrenton 
could take 
control of | 
the dam 


Attorney: Water district 
has no ownership right © 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The city could take 
control of the Eighth Street Dam and either 
operate the aging structure for flood control 
or hold the dam as an asset and later remove 
it to offset the wetlands impact of a future 
development project. 

Akin Blitz, a Portland attorney hired by 
the city to conduct a fact-finding report on 
the dam, argues that the Skipanon Water 
Control District has no ownership claim and 
forfeited a city easement when the district 
ceased operating the 
dam as intended. 

Blitz maintains that 
the city owns the under- 
lying property so, with 
no valid easement, the 
dam reverts to the city. 

“Any claim the dis- 
trict makes to the con- 
trary is baseless as far 
as I’m _ concerned,” 
Blitz said at a City 
Commission meeting 
Tuesday night. 

Blitz’s findings could prompt a legal fight 


Akin 
Blitz 


between the city and the water district, which | 


has operated the dam since it was built by 
the federal government in 1963. If the water 
district does not cede ownership interest, the 
attorney suggested, the city could file a law- 
suit to determine title or seize the dam and 
put the legal onus on the district to prove an 
ownership stake. 

The water district has sought to remove 
the dam as obsolete and a hazard, as well as 
to improve fish passage on the river. 

Tessa Scheller, the chairwoman of the 
water district’s board, does not think the 
water district will simply accept the city’s 
argument. Some on the board, however, have 
said in the past that the water district should 
turn the dam over to the city for $1 to be free 
from liability. 

“I wasn’t persuaded by anything except 
that, this seems to me, if I had to characterize 
it, it would be a witch hunt,” Scheller said. 
“That would be my characterization of what 
I heard tonight.” 


| 


Dam: ‘It made a difference knowing that we actually do own it’ 


Continued from Page 1A 


Questions swirl 

The City Commission had 
twice signed off on a $1.2 mil- 
lion agreement to remove the 
dam and build a single-lane 
bridge so the city could pre- 
serve emergency access over 
the river. But the commis- 
sion declined to renew the 
agreement in May as ques- 
tions swirled about the poten- 
tial consequences of removing 
the dam. The water district and 
the Columbia River Estuary 
Study Taskforce announced 
they would move forward with 
the project without a bridge for 
the city, but CREST pulled out 
after it became clear the city 
might make legal claims. 

Critics of the dam’s removal 
— including Mayor Mark 
Kujala’s family, which owns 
property near the dam, and the 
Nygaard family, which owns 
Warrenton Fiber — warned of 
the potential for flooding if the 
dam was taken out. 

Privately, critics also 
relayed to commissioners that 
Kurt Fritsch, the city manager 
at the time, did not disclose 
a city consultant’s technical 
review of the water district’s 
engineering plan on the dam. 
The technical review ques- 
tioned whether the water dis- 
trict and CREST had accu- 
rately modeled the flood plain. 

Fritsch said it would have 
been inappropriate to share the 
technical review with the City 
Commission, which may have 
had to hear an appeal once the 
Planning Commission decided 
whether or not to approve the 
dam removal project. 


After learning that com- 
missioners might place him 
on administrative leave pend- 


ing an independent investiga- | 
tion, Fritsch resigned in June, | 


explaining that he had become 
a distraction. 


Preliminary findings 
The 


City Commission | 


assigned Blitz in July to sort: 
through the issues surround- | 


ing the 
ownership. 


In a presentation of his pre- | 
Tuesday | 
night, Blitz contended that the | 
city owns the dam and should | 
take control of the structure, | 


liminary _ findings 


either for flood control or as 
a “priceless” asset that could 
one day be removed as wet- 
lands mitigation for a develop- 
ment priority. 

The attorney said it makes 
sense for the city to control 
the dam because of the uncer- 
tainty around evolving federal 
flood-control regulations that 
could influence land use and 
property insurance. 

“T don’t think there can be 
any question that we do not 
know what the consequence 
of a dam removal will be, and 
that it could be substantial, and 
it’s, at, best, difficult to fore- 


dam, particularly | 


see,” Blitz said: He said the - 


structure is “an asset that the | 


city should hold and main- 
tain until such time as the city 


chooses to offer to remove itas _ 
offsetting mitigation for devel- | 


opment priorities that may 
arise for the city of Warrenton 
effecting wetlands.” 

Blitz relies on a 1938 Cir- 
cuit Court ruling on the city’s 
title claim to land and a 1962 


easement for the water district 
on the dam. 

According to the easement, 
the property reverts back to 
the city once the water district 
ceases to use the easement to 
operate the dam. 

Blitz argues that the water 
district ceased operating the 
dam as intended when the 
district chose to permanently 
leave the tide gates open 
in 2012. The water district 
removed the tide gates last 
year. The district has also bar- 
ricaded a gravel road over the 
dam. 


Ownership tangle 

The city and the water dis- 
trict have long presumed the 
water district owns the Eighth 
Street Dam. The U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture helped 
build the dam in 1963, along 
with two other flood control 
structures on the Skipanon 
River. The water district, cre- 
ated with the support of the 
city, had an operation and 
maintenance agreement with 
the federal government. 

In a 2014 letter, after the 
dam and the other structures 
reached the end of what the 


federal government described 


as their 50-year useful lives, 
the USDA’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service said the 
water district was “free to oper- 
ate and maintain the structures 
as the owner” or pursue modi- 
fications or decommissioning. 

Blitz said the federal gov- 
emment’s “sloppily written 
letter” did not convey own- 
ership rights to the dam. 
Scheller, at the water district, 
has acknowledged that the dis- 
trict has no deed to the prop- 
erty, but has had operational 
control for 53 years. 

Blitz suggested the city con- 
duct a new hydrology report to 
determine whether the dam is 
useful for flood control. The 
state Water Resources Depart- 
ment, after a 2012 inspection, 
had found that the dam may 
no longer be capable of flood 
control and could probably 
increase risk to people near 
the dam in a major flood. The 
state said an engineering anal- 
ysis and options for removal 
were warranted, but if the 


. dam was not removed, further 


evaluation and analysis was 
necessary. 
The dam is not in the 


or the state’s dam safety 
database. 


*Game-changer’ 

City commissioners 
seemed convinced by Blitz’s 
presentation that the city is the 
rightful owner of the dam. “It 
made a difference knowing 
that we actually do own ity 
Commissioner Tom Dyer said. 
“That was a game-changer for 
me.” 

Some who had fought the 
dam’s removal interpreted 
Blitz’s findings as vindication. 
Warrenton Fiber, for exam- 
ple, had raised early concerns 
about flood control while the 
Kujala family and others were 
focused on getting a wider 
bridge over the river. 

Warrenton Fiber has feuded 
with the Columbia River Estu- 


National Inventory of Dams 


ary Study Taskforce on land 
use issues. CREST was going 
to use salmon-restoration 
money from the federal Bon- 
neville Power Administra- 
tion to help the water district 
remove the dam. 

“T must say, it confirms a lot 
of the things that we brought 
up,” said John Nygaard, an 
attorney whose family owns 
Warrenton Fiber, adding “I 
told you so.” 

Nygaard claimed _ that 
CREST, the water district and 
their allies — in coordination 
with the local media — inten- 
tionally misled the commu- 
nity and attempted to defraud 
property owners “by hiding 
the actual flooding and levee 
impacts their proposed proj- 
ect would cause in order to 
improperly secure a $1.2 mil- 
lion contract with BPA.” 
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Legal clash looms over Eighth Street Dam 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorlan 
e city and the Skipanon Wa-| 


ter Control District is pending over the Eighth Street Dam. 
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Dam: City is seeking 
to take control of dam 


Continued from Page 1A 


risk. “The concems aren’t just 
liability,” she said. “The con- 
cems are that it is a flood haz- 
ard for us. It causes flooding 
for us. My district, my con- 
stituents are at the risk.” 

The city’s ultimatum 
comes after an agreement 
between the city, the water 
district and the Columbia 
River Estuary Study Task- 
force to remove the dam and 
install a single-lane bridge for 
emergency access fell apart 
in May amid doubts about 
the impact on flood control. 
Questions about whether 
Kurt Fritsch, the former city 
manager, should have dis- 
closed skeptical reviews by a 
city consultant on the dam’s 
removal to the City Commis- 
sion led to Fritsch’s resigna- 
tion in June. 

A fact-finding report by 
Blitz released Tuesday con- 
cluded that the city owns the 
dam because the water district 
forfeited a 1962 city easement 
for the project by raising and 
eventually removing tide 
gates over the past few years. 

The city contends a 1938 
Circuit Court ruling estab- 
lished city title to the land. 
In his letter Wednesday, Blitz 
said the only other potential 
claim might be asserted by the 
Department of State Lands 
for the land underneath the 
structure, but he said the state 
has not claimed an interest. 

The water district has 


OA. 


operated and maintained the 
dam since it was built with 
help from the federal gov- 
ernment in 1963. The federal 
government said in 2014 that 
the water district was free 
to operate the dam and two 
other flood control structures 
on the river as the owner, 
since the government's inter- 
est was complete after the 
50-year useful lives of the 
structures ended. 

Ron Smith, the state con- 
servation engineer for the 
U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture’s Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in 
Portland, said Wednesday 
that the federal government 
viewed the water district as 
“the owner because they had 
to obtain those land rights to 
be able to install those struc- 
tures and to successfully 
operate and maintain those 
for the service life of the 
structures. 

“So from our agency per- 
spective, we look at them as 
an owner of those structures.” 

The ownership _ inter- 
est, however, is based on the 
water district’s city easement 
for the project, which the city 
now maintains the water dis- 
trict forfeited by removing 
the tide gates. 

The city is seeking to take 
control of the dam and either 
operate it for flood control or 
hold the structure as an asset 
and remove it later to off- 
set wetlands mitigation for a 
future development project, 
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Eighth Street Dam deadline passes 


Water district 
weighs options 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Ski- 
panon Water Control District did 
not respond to Warrenton’s demand 
that it surrender ownership claims to 
the Eighth Street Dam by a Tuesday 
deadline. 

Tessa Scheller, the chairwoman 
of the water district, said she did not 
consider the city’s ultimatum worthy 
of an emergency meeting of the dis- 
trict’s board. 

The water district wants to remove 
the dam as a hazard and to improve 
fish passage on the Skipanon River. 


Scheller characterized the city’s 
actions as an “absurd land grab” and 
“bullying.” 

The water district’s board will meet 
later this month to weigh options. 

Akin Blitz, a Portland attorney for 
the city, sent a letter to the water dis- 
trict last week warning of a potential 
lawsuit to settle title or the city’s sei- 
zure of the dam. 

Blitz argues that the city owns 
the dam because the water district 
has removed the tide gates, which he 
believes invalidates an easement the 
water district was granted by the city 
in 1962 to operate the structure for 
flood control. 

Blitz said he would wait until he 
can talk again with the City Com- 
mission before announcing the city’s 


Practical considerations 

The standoff is driven by philo- 
sophical differences over the value 
and control of the dam, yet practical 
considerations might influence how 
the dispute is resolved. 

Scheller said she is waiting to 
hear to what extent the Special Dis- 
tricts Association of Oregon, which 
represents the water district in legal 
matters, will mount a defense against 
the city. 

Some on the water district’s board 
have said in the past that the district 
should transfer the dam to the city 
for $1 to be free from any liability, a 
tempting idea in the face of an expen- 
sive legal fight over ownership. 


Scheller said she has looked into _ 


# finding other legal support, per- 
haps attorneys who would work 
pro bono, to robustly defend the 
water district. 


The federal report found 
that the dam was likely only 
useful in a two-year flood, not 
the more serious 10-year flood 


' anticipated when the project 


Origins of the dam 

The debate has churned up | 
interest in the origins of the 
dam and in the expert assess- 
ments of the structure’s useful- | 
ness for flood control. | 

The Eighth Street Dam was | 
built over the Skipanon River in | 
1963 with the help and financ- 
ing of the federal government, | 
part of three flood control struc- | 
tures on the river. | 

The federal = Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser- 
vice said in 2014 that the water | 
district was free to operate 
or decommission the dam as 
the owner because the federal 
interest was complete once the 
structure reached the end of its 
useful life of 50 years. 

That ownership, the city 
believes, is contingent on the 
city easement the water dis- 
trict obtained to operate the 
dam, an easement the city 
now maintains the district has 
forfeited. 

A 2002 summary report 
on the dam and the other 
flood-control structures by the | 
Natural Resources Conserva- | 
tion Service — released by | 
the city to The Daily Astorian 
through a broader public-re- 
cords request — provides some 
ammunition for all sides in the 
dispute. 


_ was designed in the 1960s. 


The report recommended 
the dam not be permanently 
removed without additional 
planning by the local com- 


munity, warning that removal 
would increase the risk of flood 
damage to upstream properties. 
The Nygaard family, who owns 
Warrenton Fiber, and Mayor 
Mark Kujala’s family, who 
own property near the dam, 
have urged the city to take con- 
trol of the dam because of the 
potential for flood risk if it is 
removed. 

The report also found that 
the dam was nearing the end 
of its useful life and would at 
some point need to be refur- 
bished, replaced or removed. 
The federal government recom- 
mended more study to evaluate 
alternatives, including better 
topographical surveys to accu- 
rately map the flood plain. 


next move. FP. DA /o.6: ade See DAM, Page 5A | 


A state inspection 

A decade later, after a 2012 
inspection, the state Water 
Resources Department ques- 
tioned whether the dam was 
capable of flood control. The 
inspection suggested the dam 
was probably a_ significant 
hazard and that an engineer- 
ing analysis and options for 
removal were warranted. 

The water district approved 
an engineering plan earlier this 
year that concludes that remov- 
ing the dam would not increase 
flood risk. 

A city technical review of 
the engineering plan, however, 
questioned whether the water 
district and the Columbia River 
Estuary Study Taskforce — a 


onetime partner in the dam’s 
removal — accurately mapped | 
the flood plain. Questions about 
whether Kurt Fritsch, the for- | 
mer city manager, should have | 
informed the City Commission | 
about the technical review led 
to Fritsch’s resignation in June 
and Blitz’s fact-finding report 
on the dam. 

Scheller, of the water dis- 
trict, is convinced the dam is a 
hazard and should go. But Blitz 
has said the city should take 


control of the dam and deter- 
mine whether it should be oper- 
ated for flood control or even- 
tually removed, potentially 
in return for wetland mitiga- 
tion on a future development 
project. 
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f| Workman said the Police Department 

and the city are cooperating fully with the 

in | _ — 1 ‘investigation. “And, again, I’m hoping that it 

1% ; | doesn’t come to fruition that there was any- 

{ ‘thing done wrong, but if it does, then people 
\need to be held accountable,” he said. 
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Police: “We 
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_ Warrenton Police Chief Mathew Work- 
man said two of his officers are under 
investigation by the state. 


Warrenton 
Police are 
under state 
scrutiny 


Probe looks into 
behavioral issues 


By ERICK BENGEL 
and DERRICK DePLEDGE 
| The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The state Depart- 
ment of Justice is investigating the con- 
duct of officers at the Warrenton Police 

Department. 

The details have not been publicly dis- 
closed, but Police Chief Mathew Workman 
_ said two officers are under investigation. 

Other sources said privately that the 
probe could also show whether behavioral 

issues of individual officers are linked to 
_ inadequate supervision. 

State investigators will turn over the 
findings to the Clatsop County District 
| Attorney’s Office. 

_ “The investigator, when he contacted 

me, said that he was looking into a few 
issues that could potentially be looked at as 
‘criminal issues, which was very surprising 
‘to me, obviously,” Workman said. 

The police chief said three officers are 
on administrative leave, including one, he 

said, from a personnel issue that happened 
prior to any investigation. 

Warrenton Police have 11 sworn offi- 
cers and three reserve officers, so having 
three officers on leave can put a strain on 
the small department. 


worn 


take personnel 
issues seriously’ 


Continued from Page 1A 


“T’m as concerned as 
anybody else. I mean, it’s 
my department and we 
want to make sure that 
we’re not doing anything 
inappropriate.” 

Linda Engbretson, the 
interim city manager, who 
oversees Workman, declined 
to comment, describing it as 
a personnel matter. Mayor 
Mark Kujala and city com- 
missioners also chose not to 
discuss the investigation. 

“We take personnel issues 
seriously,” Engbretson said. 

The state Department of 
Justice did not respond to a 
request for comment. Dis- 


trict Attorney Josh Marquis 
also declined comment. 

Workman was the police 
chief in Vernonia for four 
years before taking the 
helm in Warrenton in Octo- 
ber 2008. City officials have 
described him as well-liked 
and affable, but some have 
also noted privately that he 
appears to carry a heavy 
workload. 

Earlier this year, when 
discussing the department’s 
assignment of its first full- 
time detective, Workman 
said he and his officers 
have to cover a little bit of 
everything. 

“We all wear those hats 
here,” he said. 
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An olive 
branch 
in dam 
dispute 


City, water district 
locked in standoff 


By ERICK BENGEL 
and DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The vice chairman 
of the Skipanon Water Control District sug- 
gested Tuesday night that the water dis- 
trict and the city negotiate over the future of 
the Eighth Street Dam to avoid expensive 
litigation. 

Bruce Francis, who said he was speaking 
to the City Commission as a citizen represent- 
ing his independent view, thinks there is room 
for some negotiation 
that might satisfy both 
sides in an increasingly 
contentious dispute. 

Akin Blitz, a Port- 
land attorney for the 
city, sent a letter to 
the water district in 
late September assert- 
ing that the city owns 
the dam. The attorney | 
gave the water district 
a deadline last week to 
surrender ownership 
interest or risk a potential lawsuit or the city’s 
seizure of the dam. 

The water district, which has sought to 
remove the dam as obsolete and to improve 
fish passage on the Skipanon River, did not 
respond by the deadline. 

“So I would like to just perhaps bring to 
the council that negotiation really is a very 
valuable tool to save the coffers of the city, of 
whom I am a ratepayer. I live here,” Francis 
said. “And I think that I would like to see us 
not turn the barnyard into a group of roosters 
clucking around and we get into a cockfight, 
in which nothing really gets achieved.” 

The water district has scheduled a board 
meeting Tuesday to discuss the dam. The 
City Commission is likely to address the dam 
again at a meeting later this month. 


Bruce 
Francis 


appreciate that,” he said. 


“T would really like to get some negotia- 


tion before that,” Francis said. 


Mayor Mark Kujala thanked him. “We 
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Dam: Water district doesn’t have title to dam 


Continued from Page 1A 


The water district has oper- 
ated the dam since it was built 
with the help of the federal 
government in 1963. The fed- 
eral government said in 2014 
that the water district was the 
owner and could freely operate 
or decommission the structure, 
which had reached its 50-year 
useful life. 


But the water district 
does not have title to 
the dam. The _ district 


obtained an easement from 
the city in 1962 to operate the 
structure. 

Blitz has argued that the 
water district has forfeited the 
city easement by removing the 
tide gates. 

The attorney has said the 
city should take control of the 


dam and determine whether it 
should be operated for flood 
control. The city could also 
hold the dam as an asset and 
remove it later as wetlands 
mitigation for a development 
project. 

Francis has previously 
said the water district should 
consider shifting the dam to 
the city for $1 to avoid any 
liability. /orpshi sf 
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City Commission opposes property sales measure 


Warrenton measure lets voters decide large city sales by double-majority 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The City Com- 
mission agreed Tuesday to oppose a 
ballot measure that would amend the 
city charter to require double-ma- 
jority voter approval before the city 
sells, trades, divests or otherwise dis- 


poses of a city asset valued at more 
than $100,000. 

Measure 4-181, which will appear 
on Warrenton’s Nov. 8 ballot, would 
prevent the city from taking such an 
action unless more than 50 percent of 
eligible electors vote on the sale, and 
a majority of them vote to approve it. 

The measure’s explanatory state- 


ment in the Clatsop County Vot- 
er’s Pamphlet states that, without the 
required double-majority approval, 
the city will not be able to, for exam- 
ple, use a city-owned garbage truck 
or ladder fire truck as a trade-in for a 
new vehicle; replace parts in the city’s 
water system; sell city-owned build- 
ings; and dispose of certain outdated 


and surplus equipment, such as a city- 
owned backhoe. 

The measure was spearheaded by 
Warrenton Property Protection Com- 
mittee, which initially created the 
amendment to oppose a possible land 
exchange between the city and War- 
renton Fiber at Tansy Point. 


The amendment would not 


apply to assets owned by the Urban 
Renewal Agency. 

The elections for asset disposal 
may occur during a regularly sched- 
uled election, or at a special election. 
The city would be responsible for the 
costs of special elections. 

The measure itself will need to 
pass by a double-majority in order to 
become law. 


See MEASURE, Page 9A 
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Measure: Chief petitioner pushes back on concerns 


Continued from Page 1A 


In May, the commis- 
sion passed the Fair Voting 
Ordinance, which ensures 
that measures requiring 
supermajority or double-ma- 
jority voter approval to 
change city law or take gov- 
ernment action first have to 
win voter support by the same 
margin. 

“That way, you don’t have 
20 percent of voters requir- 
ing 80 percent of voters in the 
future to do something,” Com- 
missioner Henry Balensifer 
said. 


Commissioner concerns 
The City Commission 
argued that disposing of city 
assets is an important part of 
the city’s job, and that the mea- 
sure could hinder the process. 
“We’re elected to be repre- 
sentatives, and I think that these 
are some of the things we’re 
elected to do,” Mayor Mark 
Kujala said, “and I think this 
would be hamstringing us.” 
Commissioner Tom Dyer 
said, “I don’t think it’s the right 
move for the city, personally.” 
Noting that the city would 
need to bring the large-asset 
disposals before voters, Bal- 


ensifer said after the meeting, 
“Not only is it expensive to run 
elections, but you have to time 
it to those elections.” 

Balensifer said he appreci- 
ates that the Property Protec- 
tion Committee is exercising 
its right to put a measure on the 
ballot. 

“T think, if they get enough 
signatures, it deserves a vote. 
It’s up to the citizens,” he said. 
“But, from a policy or opera- 
tional perspective, this makes 
no sense to me at all.” 

Commissioner Rick New- 
ton said he hopes the current 
commission has earned enough 


trust from the public “that they 
don’t think that we’re going to 
throw things away.” 

Kujala agreed to write a let- 
ter of opposition on behalf of 
the commission and submit it 
to local media. 

Commissioner Pam Ackley 
was absent. 


Committee 
counterpoints 
Ken Yuill, the chief 
petitioner who leads _ the 


committee, has pushed back 
on the commission’s objec- 
tions, saying in a written state- 
ment that some of them are 


Jo-la -RZole 


“false and misleading.” 

The measure would not 
affect the day-to-day operations 
of the city, he said, nor restrict 
the city from replacing parts for 
the water system. 

“This is handled through the 
city’s budget process. Please 
remember this only has to 
do with selling, not buying,” 
according to the pamphlet’s 
argument in favor. 

The measure would “not 
restrict the sale of surplus equip- 
ment,” Yuill wrote, adding that, 
normally, when large pieces of 
equipment, like fire trucks and 
garbage trucks, reach the end 


of their useful life, “the value 
is only a few thousand dollars.” 

The measure, he said, would 
also not restrict the commission 
from listening to or bargain- 
ing with sellers, or having open 
meetings on the sale of city- 
owned tangible assets. 

“The Commission would 
still need to vote on these mat- 
ters to send the question to the 
voters for their approval,” he 
wrote. “This would be similar 
to what the Commission does 
when they want to present to the 
voters a bond measure request. 
This would make the whole 
process more transparent.” 


Control 
of dam 
remains 
murky 


Water district and 
Warrenton could meet 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The clash over con- 
trol of the Eighth Street Dam took another 
turn Tuesday when an attorney for Warren- 
ton acknowledged the federal government 
may have an ownership interest. 

Akin Blitz, a Portland attorney hired by 
the city to research the dam’s history, had 
presented a fact-finding report to the City 
Commission in September that concluded 
the city owned the dam based on a 1938 Cir- 
cuit Court ruling on the title of nearby land. 
The attorney argued that the Skipanon Water 
Control District, which has operated the dam 
since it was built on the Skipanon River with 
the help of the federal government in 1963, 
forfeited a city easement to use the property 
by removing the tide gates. 

But Blitz said Tuesday that based on 
recent correspondence with federal authori- 
ties, the dam likely remains a federal asset 
tied to the city’s levee system. The riverbed 
underneath the dam, he said, is owned by the 
Department of State Lands. /0-/9- 


See DAM, Page 4A 
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Blitz, who has threatened a 
lawsuit against the water dis- 
trict or the city’s seizure of the 
dam, urged the water district to 
voluntarily give up any own- 
ership claim so the city would 
have control and could work as 
the local partner with the fed- 
eral or state governments. 

“What I have put in front of 
you is ano risk, no liability way 
to wash your hands of all of this 
and go back to whatever other 
ways you'd all be spending 
your time,” Blitz said at a meet- 
ing of the water district’s board 
at the Pacific Grange. 

The water district’s board 
voted to seek legal counsel for 
advice on how to respond to 
the city. The board also sought 
a work session with the City 
Commission to discuss options 
going forward. 

The water district has con- 
ceded that it holds no title to 
the dam. But the federal gov- 
ernment said in a 2014 letter 
— after the dam’s 50-year use- 
ful life had expired — that the 
water district was the owner 
and was free to operate or 
remove the dam at its discre- 
tion. Ownership, however, was 
based on the city easement to 
use the property as a dam. 

The board also voted to 
relock a barricade on a gravel 
road over the dam that had 
been unlocked by the city as a 
precaution for last weekend’s 
storms. The water district had 
barricaded the road earlier this 
year for liability reasons. 


Obsolete and a hazard 
Tessa Scheller, the water 
district’s chairwoman, repeated 


| her doubts that the dam ever 


provided adequate flood con- 
trol. She said the structure 
is obsolete and should be 
removed as a hazard. Tak- 
ing out the dam, she believes, 
would also improve water qual- 
ity and salmon habitat on the 
river. 

Scheller stood by an engi- 
neering plan approved by the 
water district this year that 
found that removing the dam 
would not increase flood risk. 
A city technical review ques- 
tioned whether the engineer- 
ing plan accurately modeled 
the flood plain, while oppo- 
nents of removing the dam — 


including the Nygaard tamily, 
which owns Warrenton Fiber, 


and Mayor Mark Kujala’s fam- _ 


ily, which owns property near 
the dam — have warned of the 
potential for flooding. 

“This is our intention,” 
Scheller said. “To remove 
an unsafe, obsolete dam that 
causes problems with water 
quality, fish passage, recreation 
and more.” 


No title 

Scheller acknowledged pre- 
viously that the water district 
does not hold title to the dam, 
but she has been skeptical about 
the city’s aggressive move to 
gain control after 53 years. 
The water district, the Colum- 


bia River Estuary Study Task- — 


force and the city had an agree- 
ment to install a single-lane 
bridge for the city over the river 
after the dam was removed, but 
it fell apart this year when the 
City Commission declined to 
renew the deal. 

Two other water district 
board members — _ Robert 
Strickland and Bruce Francis 
— said unequivocally Tuesday 
that the water district does not 
own the dam. 

“We don’t own anything, 
never have owned any land,” 
Strickland said of the dam and 
two other flood-control struc- 


| tures on the river built with the 
_ federal government. “It hasn’t 


| been our function. For 50 years, — 


| 
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Dam: City Commission, water district could meet in work session 


we've provided a nifty little 
service to operate these things 
carefully.” 

Transferring the dam to the 
city for $1, as Francis has sug- 
gested in the past, is problem- 
atic since the water district has 
no proof of ownership. 

“The conclusion I’ve come 
to is that nobody has a title or 
deed to the structure. So I don’t 
think that’s a point we should 
even discuss any further,” Fran- 
cis said. “I think that now what 
we need to do is concentrate on 
each of us putting forward what 
they would like to see happen 
with the structure.” 

Francis, the board’s vice 
chairman, said he wants an 
agreement with the city to 
remove the dam and clarify the 
water district’s boundaries. He 
said the city should receive any 

wetlands mitigation credits for 
taking out the aging structure. 

He said it “seems to me that 
the structure has outlived its 


Joshua Bessex/The Dally Astorian 


The Skipanon Water Control District wants to remove the 
Eighth Street Dam as obsolete and a hazard. Warrenton, 
however, wants to take control of the structure over the 


Skipanon River. 


usefulness and that the system 
needs to be decommissioned.” 

Charles Switzer, another 
water district board member, 
said he is disappointed with 
Warrenton. He said the water 
district was blindsided by the 
city’s about-face on the dam 
and the legal threats “and, to 
me, it’s almost a form of bul- 


lying. And no transparency in 
the city government. And those 
things sort of bother me.” 


Levee system 
Blitz said his understand- 
ing now is that the Eighth 
Street Dam is part of Warren- 
ton’s levee system — an idea 
disputed by the water district 


and, at one point, Kurt Fritsch, 
who resigned as city manager 
in June amid questions over the 
dam. Removing the tide gates 
or taking out the structure, Blitz 
argues, should fall under a more 
stringent U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers permitting process. 
The changes, he said, would 
also require approval from the 
city as the local sponsor of the 
levee system. 

Blitz, in a draft agreement 
offered to the water district 
Tuesday, claims the city has 
“superior interest” in the dam 
because of the levees. The lan- 
guage is softer than a Sep- 
tember letter where the attor- 
ney asserted that the record 
demonstrated the city owns the 
dam. 

The attorney has said the 
city, if it takes control of the 
dam, could install tide gates 
and operate the dam for flood 
control. The city could also pre- 
serve the dam as an asset and 


seek to remove it later in return 
for wetlands mitigation credits 
on a development project. 

The City Commission could 
justify taking control of the 
dam as potentially necessary 
for levee certification, which 
has been a contentious issue 
with the federal government. 
But the city might also have to 
explain the public-policy ratio- 
nale for assuming legal respon- 
sibility for a dam that could 
be obsolete and a safety haz- 
ard. If the dam were to fail, or 
if a driver were to crash off the 
gravel road into the river, the 
city could be liable. 

The city could also have to 
pay to remove the dam in the 
future. The federal Bonneville 
Power Administration had pre- 
viously agreed to finance the 
$1.2 million deal to remove the 
dam and install a single-lane 
bridge as part of its com- 
mitment to improve salmon 
habitat. 


CREST leader gets council backing 


Agency has been 
subject of criticism 
from Warrenton 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


The Columbia River Estu- 
ary Study Taskforce, under scru- 
tiny from Warrenton over a proj- 
ect to remove the Eighth Street 
Dam, received a vote of confidence 
Thursday. 

Scott Lee, the chairman of the 
government council that over- 
sees CREST, said Denise Lofman, 
CREST’s executive director, has 
endured “reckless personal attacks.” 

“It serves no one,” said Lee, 


Port of Astoria mulls leaving 
the Columbia River Estuary 
Study Taskforce. Page 9A 


who is also chairman of the Clatsop 
County Board of Commissioners. 
“And I think that the question here 
is: Are these people working for the 
public good or some sort of personal 
agenda? 

“I have. absolute confidence in 
the executive director and her integ- 
rity and her professionalism.” 

CREST had partnered with the 
Skipanon Water Control District 
to remove the Eighth Street Dam 
in Warrenton as a hazard and to 
improve water quality and fish pas- 


sage on the Skipanon River. CREST 
withdrew from the project, however, 
after the Warrenton City Commis- 
sion chose not to renew a $1.2 mil- 
lion agreement with CREST and 
the water district to remove the dam 
and install a single-lane bridge over 
the river for the city’s emergency 
access. The federal Bonneville 
Power Administration was going to 
finance the project to help restore 
salmon habitat. 

Akin Blitz, a Portland attorney 
who represents Warrenton, issued 
a fact-finding report in September 
that questioned CREST’s assertions 
that removing the dam would not 
significantly increase flooding risk 
to upstream property owners. The 


See CREST, Page 9A | 


Alex Pajunas/The Daily Astorian 
Denise Lofman, the executive director of the Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce, pictured here with former Staffer 


Matt Van Ess on Gnat Creek in 2013, has received a vote of confidence from the CREST council. CREST has been crit- | 
icized by Warrenton over a project to remove the Eighth Street Dam. 
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Warrenton Fiber, Crest have had an antagonistic relationship 


CREST 
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CREST’s actions related to 
the impacts of the project and 
salmon credits constituted 
public corruption or a civil 
rights violation. 

Blitz, in an email Thurs- 
day, stressed that his report 
was preliminary. He said the 
report raised questions but did 
not make any conclusive find- 
ings about CREST. 

“T have no reason to doubt 
or question Scott Lee’s confi- 
dence in Denise Lofman or the 
value of her work as the exec- 
utive of the CREST intergov- 
ernmental cooperative,” the- 
attorney wrote. “I am sure that 
she pursues CREST’s mission 
with ability and dedication. 
Context is very important to 
her and Commissioner Lee’s 
reactions to the ‘report.”” 

“The ‘report’ is prelimi- 
nary. It may be prudent for 
all to remember it was deliv- 
ered to enable the City Com- 
mission to make further scope 
determinations and direct my 
work.” 


CREST not 
interviewed 

Blitz said Lofman was not 
interviewed for the report, 
which was based primarily 
on a review of public records. 
The attorney, however, did 
speak with John Nygaard, an 
attorney for Warrenton Fiber, 
a timber processing com- 
pany that owns property near 
the river and wants the city to 
take control of the dam. 

Blitz’s report cast Warren- 
ton Fiber’s “cautionary state- 
ments” and “analysis and 
advocacy” in a credible light. 

Nygaard and others have 
used Blitz’s report as vindica- 
tion, alleging CREST inten- 
tionally misled the city and 
attempted to defraud property 
owners to secure the $1.2 mil- 
lion project. 

Pat O’Grady, the owner 
of Warrenton Auto & Marine 
Repair, has appeared before 
the City Commission and the 
Port of Astoria Commission 
and claimed Blitz’s report 
s “proof that CREST lied, 
cheated and tried to steal the 
property from the citizens for 
their own personal benefits.” 


cil meeting Thursday, said the 
agency no longer has anything 
to do with the Eighth Street 
Dam. Warrenton, like other 
government entities in the 
region, is a paying member 
of CREST. “As you all know, 
we only do projects with will- 
ing, voluntary partners who 
are interested in working with 
us,” Lofman said. 

She described the legal 
issues that have arisen from 
Blitz’s report as “alarming” 
before urging the CREST 
council to meet privately in 
executive session. 


Afterward, Lofman said 
CREST is “investigating our 
options.” 


Issues at stake 
Warrenton has asked the 
federal Natural Resources 
Conservation Service to clar- 
ify a2014 letter that gave con- 
trol of the dam to the water 


district, which has a city ease- 


ment to operate the dam. 
Blitz has argued that the 
dam is likely a federal asset 
tied to the city’s levee system. 
He believes the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers and the 
city should control the dam, 
like the levees. The water 
district does not consider the 
dam part of the city’s levee 
system, 


~ maintain that the dam should 


be removed as obsolete. The 
water district has removed the 
tide gates and barricaded a 
gravel road over the 53-year- 
old structure. 

Blitz initially told the 
City Commission in Septem- 
ber that the city is the right- 
ful owner of the dam, which 
emboldened commission- 


ers to authorize the attorney 
to issue legal warnings to the 
water district to give up any 
interest. 

But Blitz has since shifted 
to the idea that the dam is 
likely a federal asset linked to 
the city’s levees. 


Motives 
While Blitz’s report raised 


and continues to 


of CREST and the water dis- 
trict, his fact-finding effort did 
not examine what has driven 
Warrenton Fiber to take such 
an intense interest in the dam. 

Warrenton Fiber and 
CREST have had an antago- 
nistic relationship. 

In October 2015, Lee, as 
the CREST council chairman, 
admonished Stephen Fulton, 
who works for Warrenton 
Fiber and serves on the Port 
Commission, for his “non- 
collaborative, threatening and 
aggressive” conduct toward 


“CREST staff when he repre- 


sented the Port on the coun- 
cil. In one incident, accord- 
ing to Lee, Fulton threatened 
CREST staffer Matt Van Ess, 
who had tried to shake his 
hand at a Warrenton Planning 
Commission meeting. “We're 
coming after you, Matt,” Ful- 
ton allegedly said. 

Robert Mushen, who now 
represents the Port on the 
CREST council, had told Ful- 
ton last year that there was 
confusion at CREST about 
whether Fulton was repre- 
senting the interests of the 
Port, Warrenton or Warrenton 
Fiber. 

Fulton was the first to pub- 
licly air questions in Warren- 
ton about the potential for 
flooding on upstream prop- 
erty owners if the dam were 
removed. He also pressed the 
City Commission over why 
the city would rely on pri- 
vate engineers working with 


CREST. 


Development rights 

Letters and emails show 
Warrenton Fiber was wor- 
ried the dam removal proj- 
ect could lead to an Endan- 
gered Species Act upgrade for 
the Skipanon River that could 
impact private property val- 
ues and development rights. 

In an April 2015 let- 
ter to the Bonneville Power 
Administration, Nygaard 
asked whether Warrenton 
Fiber should be compen- 
sated for increased salmon 
access through the company’s 


property. 


renton Fiber would support 
the project if the company 
received a guarantee from the 
Bonneville Power Admin- 
istration and CREST that it 
would cause no loss or chal- 
lenge to development rights, 
or that the company would 
be directly compensated for 
any development losses or 
increased development costs 
by the dam’s removal. 

In a March email to City 
Attorney Hal Snow, Nygaard 
urged the city to research its 
legal rights over the dam, 
including whether the dam is 
part of the city’s levee sys- 
tem, the exact argument Blitz 
is now making on the city’s 
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Port of Astoria mulls leaving CREST 


Two commissioners 
want to exit, but 
director sees value 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


The Port of Astoria Commission will 
discuss Tuesday whether to leave the 
Columbia River Estuary Study Task- 
force, but the Port’s executive director 
believes it is important to maintain the 
relationship. 

Port Commissioners Stephen Fulton 
and Bill Hunsinger have called for the 
Port to end its membership. 

Fulton, a wetlands specialist for War- 
renton Fiber, has clashed with CREST 
over the possible removal of the Eighth 
Street Dam in Warrenton. The company 
has urged the city to take control of the 
dam from the Skipanon Water Control 
District over potential flooding concerns. 

Jim Knight, the Port’s executive 
director, said that while CREST has been 
used sparingly, the agency has provided 
quality technical support when asked. 

“T personally think it is important we 
maintain that relationship with CREST,” 
Knight said. ; 


The Port is one of the founding mem- 
bers of CREST. The task force’s council 
of governments includes representatives 
from Clatsop County and Washing- 
ton’s Wahkiakum County, the Port and 
the cities of Astoria, Warrenton, Gear- 
hart, Seaside, Cannon Beach and IIwaco, 
Washington. 

The task force was created in 1974 to 
gather scientific material and help cre- 
ate a comprehensive plan amid conflicts 
over the use and development of estua- 
rine land in the Lower Columbia. Pres- 
ently, the task force has transformed its 
mission to provide expertise in project 
design, habitat restoration, funding, man- 
agement, implementation and monitor- 
ing. Much of the agency’s funding comes 
from projects it oversees for the federal 
Bonneville Power Administration. 

The Port of Ilwaco left CREST in 
December. Guy Glenn Jr., the port direc- 
tor, said at the time that the port was not 
using the task force’s services enough to 
warrant being a member. 

Glenn said Wednesday that the port is 
still using the task force on a trail con- 
nection plan. He declined to comment 
on whether there had ever been concerns 
over the quality of work or mission of the 
task force. 

Scott Lee, the chairman of the CREST 


council and the Clatsop County Board of 
Commissioners, said the Port of Astoria 
is the only agency he is aware of having a 
discussion about leaving CREST. 

“Nobody’s contacted me requesting 
to leave,” Lee said. 

Other government agencies say they 
are on good terms with CREST and are 
pleased with its services. 

“We’ve liked what they’ve provided,” 
Astoria Mayor Arline LaMear said. 

Sue Lorain, a city councilor in Gear- 
hart, said the city has had no conflict 
with the task force. “We actually just had 
an appointment to get some advice and 
some help ... for some dunes preserva- 
tion,” she said. 

Mike Cassinelli, the mayor of Ilwaco, 
said the relationship with CREST has 
been good. He said the agency’s staff 
is trying to work out an agreement with 
Weyerhaeuser logging company to avoid 
clear-cutting land and threatening the 
quality of the city’s watershed. 

Warrenton, however, has questioned 
CREST’s role in the debate over the 
Eighth Street Dam. CREST has with- 
drawn from the project, but the city is 
still seeking answers about the validity of 
engineering reports from CREST and the 
water district on the impact of removing 
the dam. 
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CREST pushes back against Warrenton on dam 


Attorney criticizes city fact-finding report 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


An attorney for the Colum- 
bia River Estuary Study 
Taskforce called a Warren- 
ton fact-finding report on the 
Eighth Street Dam “extremely 
careless” and asked the city to 
refrain from making damaging 
comments or risk legal action. 

Jeanne Kallage Sinnott, a 
Portland attorney for CREST, 
said the city’s report has placed 
the task force and staff in a 
negative light. 

“Setting aside all of the fac- 
tual inaccuracies, what is per- 


haps most troubling is that 
the report repeatedly pur- 
ports to be an investigation of 
the so-called ‘record,’ but the 
‘record’ investigated is woe- 
fully incomplete, rendering 
the report not credible and 
extremely careless,” Sinnott 
wrote in a letter Monday to 
Akin Blitz, a Portland attorney 
representing the city. 

CREST withdrew from 
an agreement with the Ski- 
panon Water Control District 
to remove the dam as a hazard 
and to improve fish passage and 
water quality on the Skipanon 
River. The task force’s decision 


came after the City Commis- 
sion in May declined to renew 
a $1.2 million deal with the task 
force and the water district that 
would have given the city a sin- 
gle-lane bridge over the river 
after the dam was removed. 
Blitz’s fact-finding report in 
September concluded that the 
city owned the dam and should 
take possession of the structure 
from the water district, either 
for flood control or as an asset 
that can be removed later for 
wetland mitigation credits for a 
development project. 
FP. DA. C1 10: A0lb 
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Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 
The future of the Eighth Street Dam in Warrenton is in 
doubt as the city and water district wrangle over control. 
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CREST: Critics of dam’s removal cite 
Blitz’s report as proof of wrongdoing 


Continued from Page 1A 


The city’s attorney, how- 
ever, has since suggested 
that the federal government 
likely owns the dam. He also 
believes the structure is part 
of the city’s levee system and 
should be overseen by the city 
with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers. 

' The city is awaiting clari- 
fication from the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resources Conservation Ser- 
vice, which helped build the 
dam and two other flood-con- 
trol structures operated by the 
water district since the 1960s. 


Delved into other issues 

Blitz’s report also delved 
into whether former City 
Manager Kurt Fritsch, 
CREST and the water dis- 
trict withheld or downplayed 
information on the poten- 
tial flooding risk if the dam 
is removed. Fritsch resigned 
in June amid questions about 
the dam. 

Critics of the dam’s poten- 
tial removal, including the 
Nygaard family, which owns 
Warrenton Fiber and has had 
long-running antipathy for 
CREST, have held up Blitz’s 
report as proof of wrongdoing 
by the task force. 

But Blitz has said he 


has not made any conclu- 
sive findings about CREST. 
In an email Wednesday, the 
attorney said his preliminary 
report has been “mischarac- 
terized as an investigation, 
which it is not. It summarizes 
records that were reviewed 
and does so accurately. It 
identifies issues raised in the 
community. 

“The focus now needs to 
be on determining what the 
city should do with structures 
and levees, and on those mat- 
ters which the commission 
identifies for further review.” 

Supporters of CREST 
have bristled over the fact 
that Blitz spoke with John 
Nygaard, an attorney, about 
the dam but did not interview 
anyone from CREST or the 
water district. 

The report raised questions 
about CREST’s motives and 
asked whether the task force 
may have engaged in pub- 
lic corruption or civil rights 
violations. 


Financial benefit 

Sinnott’s letter to Blitz 
challenges the idea that 
CREST would have benefited 
financially from salmon cred- 
its tied to the dam removal 
project as a ‘“fundamen- 
tal misunderstanding.” The 
federal Bonneville Power 


Administration, which was 
going to finance the project 
to help improve salmon hab- 
itat, would have received any 
salmon credits. CREST would 
have overseen the project. 

Nygaard, in a letter to the 
Bonneville Power Admin-| 
istration in April 2015, said 
Warrenton Fiber should be. 
compensated for any loss of 
development rights and for 
agreeing to allow increased 
salmon access from its aoe 
property near the river. 

Sinnott also attacks the 
doubts raised in the city’s 
report about the engineering 
plan on the dam’s removal 
that showed no significant 
flooding risk. The report high- 
lighted a city technical review 
that questioned whether the 
engineering plan accurately 
measured the flood plain. 

But Sinnott also points out 
that the report describes the 
dam as a potential asset for 
the city that could be removed 
later to offset the wetlands 
impact of a development pri- 
ority. “From this statement, it 
appears that the concern with 
the project is not the risk of 
flooding or insurance premi- 
ums, but the pecuniary inter- 
est of the dam as an ‘asset’ to 
be used for the benefit of cer- 
tain private citizens of War- 
renton,” she wrote. 


The Daily Astorian/File Photo 
Warrenton could sue the Skipanon Wa- 
ter Control District and take over the 
Eighth Street Dam for flood control. 


Warrenton prepares to sue over dam 


The city would 
operate dam for 
flood control 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The city has 
drafted a lawsuit against the Ski- 
panon Water Control District to 
take over the Eighth Street Dam and 
operate the aging structure for flood 
control. 

The lawsuit describes the dam 


as an integral part of the city’s levee 
system overseen by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. The suit claims 
an emergency exists and that War- 
renton must reinstall tide gates on the 
dam to avoid the harm of flooding. 

Akin Blitz, a Portland attorney 
representing the city, gave the water 
district until a City Commission 
meeting on Tuesday night to resolve 
the dispute or face the lawsuit in Cir- 
cuit Court. 

Tessa Scheller, the chairwoman of 
the water district, said the water dis- 
trict remains committed to removing 
the dam as a hazard and to improve 


fish passage on the Skipanon River. 
The water district removed the tide 
gates last year and believes the dam 
is not useful for flood control. 

“We are sad to see the city pro- 
posing to waste public funds on liti- 
gation against another public body,” 
Scheller said. “We have previously 
suggested the city engage in medi- 
ation through (Portland State Uni- 
versity’s National Policy Consensus 
Center). 

“It’s not clear to us why they have 
instead chosen to go to court and to 
waste taxpayers’ funds doing so.” 


Quiet title 

The city has threatened to sue 
since September to settle ownership 
rights to the dam. Blitz has drafted 
what is known as an action to quiet 
title, which seeks a court order to 
establish property ownership. 

The Eighth Street Dam was built 
in 1963 with the financial help of the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture. The 
water district obtained an easement 
from the city to operate the dam in 
partnership with the USDA’s Natu- 
ral Resources Conservation Service. 
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Dam: Lawsuit seeks to attach liability to the water district 


Continued from Page 1A 


The city argues the water district forfeited the 
easement by removing the tide gates and no lon- 
ger operating the structure as a dam. 

The city is citing a quiet title lawsuit in Cir- 
cuit Court in 1938 for surrounding land, as well 
as the city’s partnership with the Army Corps on 
the levee system, as justification for taking con- 
trol of the dam. 

The lawsuit describes the dam as a federal asset 
tied to two nearby levees, but holds that the city is 
the rightful owner, since the city has an obligation 
to maintain the entire flood-control system. 


Exhibits 
The draft of the lawsuit details many of the 
arguments Blitz has made publicly on behalf of 
Warrenton over the past few months. But import- 


and the suit foreshadows some of the questions 
the city will likely encounter if it takes over the 
dam 


The Natural Resources Conservation Ser- 
vice, in a February 2014 letter to the water dis- 
trict, declared that the federal interest in the dam 
was complete because the structure had reached 
its useful life of 50 years. The letter said the water 
district was free to operate and maintain the dam 
as the owner, including modifying or decommis- 
sioning the structure. 

But Ronald Alvarado, the state conservation- 
ist for the Natural Resources Conservation Ser- 
vice, who authored the 2014 letter, clarified in 
a letter to Blitz on Friday that the federal gov- 
ernment did not intend to infer the water district 
owned the property. The water district, Alvarado 
explained, was responsible for securing the 
city easement and any other rights necessary to 


ant new information is outlined in the exhibits, arrange federal financing for the dam. 
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More importantly, Ed Berger, an assistant dis- 
trict counsel for the Army Corps, wrote in an 
email to Blitz on Wednesday that the dam and 
the two nearby levees are “integrally-connected 
components of what appears to be a single flood 
risk reduction system.” 

The city’s lawsuit alleges the water district’s 
removal of the tide gates was a potential violation 
of federal law. Berger suggested the Army Corps 
would likely insist the tide gates — or replicas — 
be reinstalled on the dam and any damage to the 
levees be repaired. 


Liability 
The water district has an engineering plan 
that concludes removing the dam would not sig- 
nificantly increase flooding risk, although a city 
consultant has questioned whether the plan accu- 
rately modeled the flood plain. The state Water 
Resources Department found after a 2012 inspec- 
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tion that the dam may no longer be capable of 
flood control and is likely a significant hazard. The 
state recommended further engineering analysis. 

The water district also barricaded a gravel 
road over the dam over liability concerns. 

If Warrenton prevails, after such an aggres- 
sive legal push to take control, the city will have 
to answer whether the dam is indeed necessary 
for flood control. Blitz has previously said the 
dam could be held by the city as an asset that 
could be removed later for wetlands mitigation 
on a development project. But that idea could 
be undermined now that the city is claiming an 
emergency exists and the dam needs to be oper- 
ated to prevent flooding. 

The lawsuit seeks to attach liability to the 
water district — for any failure to properly main- 
tain the dam for flood control — and recover the 
money necessary to reinstall the tide gates and 
restore the dam. 
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WARRENTON — Declaring an emer- 
gency risk to public safety and property, 
the Warrenton City Commission on Tues- 
day night voted to ask the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to review whether the Eighth 
Street Dam should be restored for flood 
control. 

The city wants the Army Corps to inves- 
tigate if the Skipanon Water Control Dis- 
trict improperly removed tide gates on the 
dam and whether the devices should be 
reinstalled. 

The resolution, approved unanimously by 
the City Commission, is a shift in the city’s 
strategy. The city was preparing to sue the 
water district to take control of the dam for 
flood control, and had given the water dis- 
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Dam 
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The Warrenton City Commission on Tuesday declared an emergency over the Eighth Street Dam. 


Warrenton 
turns to 
Corps in 
dam fight 


City Commission 
declares emergency 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Declaring an emer- 
gency risk to public safety and property, 
the Warrenton City Commission on Tues- 
day night voted to ask the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to review whether the Eighth 
Street Dam should be restored for flood 
control. 

The city wants the Army Corps to inves- 
tigate if the Skipanon Water Control Dis- 
trict improperly removed tide gates on the 
dam and whether the devices should be 
reinstalled. 

The resolution, approved unanimously by 
the City Commission, is a shift in the city’s 
strategy. The city was preparing to sue the 
water district to take control of the dam for 
flood control, and had given the water dis- 
trict until Tuesday to respond. 
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Tide gates have become a cruc 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 


The Warrenton City Commission on Tuesday declared an emergency over the Eighth Street Dam. 


Continued from Page 1A 


Warrenton believes the dam 


is an integral part of the city’s — 


levee system, which is operated 
in partnership with the Army 
Corps. If the Army Corps were 
to step in and side with the city, 
the federal agency could help 
clarify ownership and regula- 
tory issues. The city could still 
sue the water district later to 
quiet title and recover costs. 

“We wait and see what the 
Army does,” said Akin Blitz, a 
Portland attorney representing 
Warrenton. 

The emergency declara- 
tion escalates what had already 
been a complicated standoff 
between the city and the water 
district. 

The water district believes 
the 53-year-old dam is obso- 
lete and has sought to remove 
the structure and improve 
salmon habitat and water qual- 
ity on the Skipanon River. 

“T certainly believe there’s | 
no emergency,” said Tessa | 
Scheller, the chairwoman of | 
the water district. | 

The tide gates had been left - 
open year-round since 2012 
and were removed in 2015. 
Scheller said the water district 
did not think federal approval 
was needed to remove the tide 
gates. 

The water district and the 
Columbia River Estuary Study 
Taskforce did obtain an Army 
Corps permit to remove the 
dam, but the $1.2 million proj- 
ect was abandoned earlier 
this year after the City Com- 
mission declined to renew an | 
agreement that would have 
provided the city with a sin- 
gle-lane bridge over the river. 

“T think it’s a situation 
where the dam is really, truly 
obsolete,” Scheller said. 


Tide gates 
The tide gates have become 
a crucial piece of the dispute. | 
The city argues that the water | 
district forfeited a 1962 city 
easement — and any claim 


for control over the dam — by 
removing the tide gates. The 
easement stipulates that rights 
revert back to the city if the 
water district no longer uses 
the property for a dam. 

Warrenton has recovered 
two of the three tide gates and 
is prepared to find a third gate 
and reinstall the devices, pend- 
ing guidance from the Army 
Corps. 

The city also anticipates 
the Army Corps and the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture’s 
Natural Resources Conser- 
vation Service — the partner 
with the water district on the 
dam — might have to discuss 


transferring administrative 
jurisdiction. 
The Natural Resources 


Conservation Service had told 
the water district in 2014 that 
the district was free to oper- 
ate and maintain the dam as 
the owner, since the federal 
interest was complete after the 
structure reached its useful life 
of 50 years in 2013. The fed- 
eral agency has since clari- 
fied that the statement did not 


-_ 


intend to infer the water district 
owned property. 


Emergency 
The City Commission’s | 


decision to declare an emer- 
gency over the dam was based 
on anecdotal accounts of 
flooding that may — or may 
not — have been linked to the 
removal of the tide gates, along 
with a 2002 summary report by 
the Natural Resources Conser- 
vation Service. 

The federal report advised 
that removing the dam or the 
tide gates was not feasible at 
the time without additional 
planning by the local com- 
munity. Removal, the report 
found, would increase the risk 
of flood damages to upstream 
properties. 

Yet the report also found 
that the dam was useful in a 
two-year flood, not the 10-year 
flood it had been designed for 
in 1963. The report predicted | 
that total flood damages in a 
10-year flood would be min- 
imal with or without the tide 
gates, but suggested options to 


protect property or limit future 
development. 

The report also referred 
to the structure’s deteriora- 
tion and the fact that it was 
nearing the end of its 50-year 
design life. “At some point the 
structure will need to be refur- 
bished, replaced or removed,” 
the report stated. 

The city has also minimized 
the relevance of a 2012 inspec- | 
tion of the dam by the state 
Water Resources Department. | 
The inspection — performed | 
by a dam safety engineer a) 
decade after the federal report 
— questioned whether the dam 
was capable of meeting a flood 
control objective. The struc- 
ture, the inspection found, was 
likely a significant hazard and | 
“probably increases risk to per- | 
sons near the dam in a major| 
hydrologic or tidal flood.” 

The water district and the! 
city have also disputed whether’ 
the water district’s engineer-| 
ing plan on the dam’s removal, | 
which was approved ear-| 
lier this year, accurately mod- 
eled the flood plain and docu- 


mented the risk of flooding. | 


Mediation 

The water district has 
sought mediation through 
Portland State University’s 
National Policy Consensus 
Center. Behind the scenes, 
informal talks were planned 
for Tuesday, but the water dis- 
trict was not prepared for sub- 
stantive negotiations with the 
city given that a draft of the | 
city’s lawsuit was just released | 


last week. 

Dick Hellberg, a former 
city commissioner, said he 
appreciates the city’s request to 
the Army Corps for a review. 
He urged city commissioners 
to try to avoid a costly lawsuit. 

“Any solution short of 
going to (a lawsuit) is going to 
be better,” he said. 

Kathleen Zunkel, a retired 
court reporter, chided com- 
missioners for being “all over 
the map” on the dam over the 
past few years. She noted that 
the dam — now so important 
for flood control that the city 
declared an emergency — was 
described a few months ago as 
a potential asset the city could 
remove later as wetlands mit- 
igation for a development 
project. 

“What is the real end game 
here?” she asked. “What is this 
going to cost? What do we as 
citizens have to gain from this? 
What other needed projects 
will suffer as we bear the cost 
of this litigation? 

“There is a real lack of 
transparency here. And some- 
thing smells very bad in 
Warrenton.” 

Mayor Mark Kujala said the 
city’s draft lawsuit and exhibits 
detail the history of the issue 
and the city’s position. 

“T think we have been very 
measured and patient in mov- 
ing forward with this,” the 
mayor said. 
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First responders celebrated at dinner 


tale 


Continued from page 1 


split between the departments. 

“It was fun-filled and relaxing 
evening with great food and great 
music from Steve Azar and his mu- 
sical partner Jason!” said Warrenton 
Police Chief Matthew Workman. “Tt 
was great seeing the first responders 


from the other law enforcement, fire, 


emergency medical, and military 
groups there as well.” 

The WBA would like to thank all 
the event sponsors for their generos- 
ity, as well as all of the incredible 
area first responders for their selfless 
work. The fundraising event raised 
$5,600 for local first responders. 
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Water district hits back at Warrenton on dam 


District asserts 
jurisdiction 
over structure 


By DERRICK 
DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Stand- 
ing their ground against the 
city, the Skipanon Water Con- 
trol District on Wednesday 
issued a statement describ- 
ing the Eighth Street Dam 
as publicly owned and under 
the jurisdiction of the water 
district. 

The statement was in 
response to the Warrenton 
City Commission’s emergency 
declaration in December that 
asked the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers to determine 
whether the aging dam should 
be restored for flood control. 
The city alleges the water dis- 
trict’s decision to remove the 
tide gates on the dam has put 
public safety and property at 
risk. 

Warrenton also claims the 
dam is a federal asset critical 
to the city’s levee system. 

In a rebuke, the water dis- 
trict, which has been managing 
the dam since it was built in 
1963 with the help of the fed- 
eral government, said there is 
no evidence of an emergency 
and accused the city of pursu- 


ing a flailing legal strategy and | 


squandering taxpayer money. 
Rather than negotiate with 

the water district, the city has 

made several threats to sue 


Ladadaclen! 


The Daily Astorian/File Photo 


The Skipanon Water Control District has asserted juris- 
diction over the Eighth Street Dam. 


for control over the dam and 
is awaiting guidance from the 
Army Corps that might help 
settle the dispute. 

“Having been down there, 
shown our willingness to nego- 
tiate, the fact that they seem to 
be heading over the cliff with- 
out talking to us is mind-bog- 
gling,” said Bruce Francis, the 
vice chairman of the water dis- 
trict’s board. “We’re open- 
minded. We’re sitting here. 
We’ re waiting to talk to them.” 

“It is a different style of 


conducting government,” 
Robert Stricklin, a board mem- 
ber, said. 


“Tt is,” Francis said. “Yeah, 
it’s a two-by-four on your 
head.” 

The water district voted 
4-0 Wednesday to adopt the 
statement, which reflects the 
board’s consensus belief that 
the dam is publicly owned 
and falls within the water dis- 
trict’s jurisdiction. Stricklin 
abstained because he wanted 
the statement to be more spe- 


cific about ownership. He 
believes the dam is owned 
by the Department of State 
Lands, which owns the land 
underneath the structure in 
the Skipanon River. The state, 
however, has not shown any 
ownership interest. 


Removal still sought 
The water district also reaf- 
firmed its position that the 
dam is a hazard and should 
be removed to help improve 
salmon habitat and water qual- 
ity on the river. No partner has 


emerged since the Columbia 
River Estuary Study Taskforce 
pulled out of a dam removal 
project last year because of the 
controversy with the city, and 
the water district has no money 
to launch a project on its own. 
A project would also require 
a city permit, which would 
be unlikely given the hostile 
climate. 

The statement Wednesday, 
and the move late last year to 
hire a private attorney, shows 
the water district is not pre- 
pared to shrink in the face of 
the city’s legal demands. Three 
board. members Tessa 
Scheller, the chairwoman; 
Stricklin; and Gail Galen — 
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are up for re-election in May 
and plan to run again. 

“There is no basis of which 
I am aware for a claim of 
‘jurisdiction’ and I have no 
idea what the effect might be 
of the ‘consensus statement’ 
which binds no one to any- 
thing so far as I can imagine,” 
Akin Blitz, a Portland attorney 
representing Warrenton, said 
in an email. 


Army Corps review 

The water district appears 
content that the Army Corps, 
which originally built the 
city’s levee system, might 
weigh in. 

Blitz released an...email 


2017 


from an Army Corps assistant 
district counsel in Decem- 
ber that describes the dam 
and two nearby city levees as 
“integrally-connected compo- 
nents of what appears to be 
a single flood risk reduction 
system.” 

Just last year, though, the 
Army Corps approved a per- 
mit for the water district and 
CREST to remove the dam 
and made no mention of its 
importance for flood control 
or the city’s levee system. 

“So obviously, they had 
looked at it and come to the 
decision that-we were correct 
in what we were trying to do,” 


Francis said. / -2.& -JOI7 


Top photo: Air National Guard 
members Ryan Smith and Beth Rowley 
and John Meiners. 

Below: Rite Aid Manager Chris Mayer. 
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_ Warrenton Police Department. 
celebrated community and 
recognized local heroes in 2016 


2016 was a year of change, partnership, 
and community celebration for the Warren- 
ton Police Department. The Warrenton Budget 
Committee and Warrenton City Commission 
approved the purchase of body-worn video 
cameras for all police officers and mobile video 
cameras for all patrol vehicles in the 2015-2016 
budget year. After extensive preparation and 
infrastructure was put in place, officers started 
wearing the body cameras and using the mobile 
cameras in April 2016. So far, the cameras have 
been used in numerous cases leading to many 
guilty pleas. The footage has also been used to 
vindicate officers who were accused of wrong 
or inappropriate actions. The cameras offer 
the ability for citizens, the courts, and admin- 
istration to get a first-hand perspective during 
events and citizen interactions. 

During the end of July 2016, the department 
started receiving numerous reports of bicycles 
being stolen in and around the Fort Stevens 
State Park. Officers stepped up patrols but were 
not able to catch anyone taking bicycles. The 
department reached out for community help 
through social media and the media. The WPD 
Facebook page exploded with comments and 
information. Officers were able to follow-up 
and develop information through investiga- 
tive leads ultimately leading to three named 
suspects and three arrests. Besides recovering 
fifteen bicycles, several other items of stolen 
property were recovered helping to solve WPD 
and other agency cases. Two of the three sus- 
pects were sent to an Oregon state prison and 
the third took a plea deal and served time in the 
county jail. This was a great showcase of police/ 
public cooperation to solve a crime as well as 
demonstrating the value of social media as an 


investigative tool. 


The WPD celebrated the accomplishments 
of several citizens and officers by presenting 
commendations at two separate ceremonies 
at City Commission meetings. On March 22, 
the WPD honored Air National Guard mem- 
bers Ryan Smith and Beth Rowley and citizen 
John Meiners who helped during a motor ve- 
hicle crash where a toddler was run over by a 
van. During that same meeting Reserve Officer 
James Rankin was honored for over 30-years of 
service to the City of Warrenton as a reserve of- 
ficer. At the May 24 City Commission meeting 
Rite Aid Manager Chris Mayer was recognized 
for stopping an elderly woman from sending 
money to a phone scammer, Farmers Insurance 
Agent Darlene Warren, along with Officers Aar- 
on Berndt, Richard Kraynak, and Robert Wirt 
were honored for helping a suicidal woman 
armed with a knife. US Coast Guard person- 
nel Daniel Withers and Travis Addison were 
also honored for their help during a robbery 
of an elderly woman in the Fred Meyer park- 
ing lot. The WPD is committed to recognizing 
citizens and personnel for their efforts to make 
Warrenton a wonderful and safe community. 

The WPD ended the summer by hosting 
the first annual Family Movie Night. The free 
event was held on the large grassy areas at 3rd 
and Alder. It was estimated over 250 people 
attended with free popcorn being provided by 
the Home Depot. Zoo Keeper with Kevin James 
was shown on a large inflatable screen using 
the department projector and sound system. 
Officer Robert Wirt was the brainchild of the 
movie night and is planning to have one every 
summer just before school starts. 

The WPD is proud to be part of our commu- 
nity and to partner with the City of Warrenton 
and citizens to make a great place to live! 


Top photo: Darlene Warren, along 
with Officer Aaron Berndt, Richard 
Kraynak, and Robert Wirt. 

Middle photo: Daniel Withers and 
Travis Addison. 

Bottom: WPD Chief Mathew Workman 
and Reserve Officer James Rankin. 


RURAL FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT 


| started my Fire Service Career at Jefferson County Fire District #1 
as a volunteer in 1980. | progressed up through the ranks to Assistant 
Fire Chief while earning my Paramedic certification. During this time | 
was working in a Lumber Mill and raising a family in Madras, Oregon. 
Concurrently | worked part time for Warm Springs Fire & Safety as a 
Firefighter / Paramedic to gain experience. 

After ten years with Jefferson County Fire, | took a career position 
with Black Butte Fire as the Assistant Fire Chief. | worked there as a 
Chief Officer Paramedic for almost 17 years before taking the Fire 

| Chief's job in Oakridge Oregon. | was there for 6 2 years before taking 

| the Chief's position in Warrenton. 

| am really enjoying the Fire Department and the Community of 
Warrenton. We have a great group of very dedicated volunteers who 
provide excellent Fire and Medical services to their community. They 

| also provide Christmas food baskets and toys to those in need during 
the holidays. 


Front row (left to right): Lt David Yuill, Capt Willie Nyberg, Capt Chris Penno, Lt Brian Alsbury, Chief Tim Demers. Middle row (left to right): FF Glen 
Ely, FF Parker Sublette , FF Krista Bingham, FF Chuck Marsh, FF James Gillum, FF James Blackburn, FF Mathew Dodge, FF Asia Lambert, FF Nick Tucker, 
FF Chris Peck, FF Troy Foster, FF Shayna Olson. Back row (left to right): FF Nick French, FF Ben Johnson, FF Keinyn Hudson, FF Nick Schaffer, FF Cecil 
Wesner, FF Lenard Hansen, FF John Sleutel, FF Chris Elkins, FF Mark Gardener, FF James Williams, FF Ed Chandler, FF Corey Jackson, FF Derek Ham. 
Not pictured: Asst Chief Mike Stein (retired), Lt Richard Barber, Lt Derek Daugherty, Capt John Shepherd, FF Stephen Horgli, FF John Jarboe, FF Lexie 
Lundberg, FF Scott Watson, FF Steven Zamora, FF David Jones, FF Ben Jackson 


2753 - Rescue 2754 - Rescue / transport 
| 2751 -Wildland type 6 2721 - Engine / structural 
2723 - Engine / wildland type 3 2726 - Engine / structural 
2725 - Engine / structural 
2731 - Tender 
2790 - Fire Boat 
2765 - Command / utility 
2761 - Utility / wildland type 6 ~ 
2763 - Command / utility 
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More growth in the year ahead 


It has been another banner year for development in Warren- 
ton! 2016 continued the trends in both commercial and resi- 
dential activity established over the last few years. 

The North Coast Retail Center, which started with Costco 
opening in 2009, is all but built out. Astoria Ford has moved to 
town and opened its doors for business in December, as did the 
Panda Express Chinese restaurant. Other commercial activity 
includes a building housing Guild Mortgage Company, Sweet 
Scoops ice cream and yogurt, Beyond Nail and Pedi Spa, and 
Ben's Computers. And, after a series of land use entitlement and 
building permit extensions, Wal-Mart recently broke ground 
for its superstore. 


Just to the east of the retail center, Clatsop County is continu- | 


ing to pursue the environmental permits for the North Coast 


Business Park for industrial activities. Big Beams LLC acquired | 
about ten acres of this site for a future warehouse/distribution 


facility for Fort George Brewery. Rumor has it there will also be 
a tasting room and outdoor recreation facilities. 

Residential construction has been equally exciting—it seems 
that we are issuing building permits for new single family 
homes almost as soon as final subdivision plats are recorded. 
All lots in Pacific Ridge are now built out, as is G Gramson Es- 


tates north of Anne Marie Park. With the extension of Willow | 
Drive to Highway 105 in Forest Rim which provided necessary | 
emergency vehicle access, the city resumed issuing permits for | 


duplexes and multiple family projects. We've also seen some 
creative use of existing lots in the older parts of town for infill 
projects. In total, the city has issued permits for 18 single family 
homes, four duplexes and one triplex, and five multiple family 
projects in 2016. 

We look forward to 2017 continuing these trends. 


WINTER 2017 
LEARN AL EES 


Warrenton library is | ier PONG exeley, 


a center of activity 


2016 began with the loss of several long-time board 
members, who felt that it was time to move on. We were 
saddened to lose Diane Collier, Kathi Merritt and Jan Gan- 
naway who were not merely on the library board but were 
founding mothers of the library itself. New members Kelsey 


Balensifer, Rochelle Coulombe and Natalie Duggan have | 


a hard act to follow! 

We also began the year by attempting to get our overdue 
items returned. I’m not positive, but I think if I look back, 
I’m pretty sure we begin EVERY year trying to get our books 
and movies to come home! 

February was the intended date of the first ever Little 
Free Library Auction, a fundraiser for Reading in Clatsop 
County (R.O.C.C.). As it turned out, it didn’t happen until 
April. However, some sweet little structures were built by 
participating county residents and some sweet members 
of the community purchased them so that R.O.C.C. can 
continue its mission to place a library.card into the hands 
of every child in Clatsop County. . 

Also in February, we held a Volunteer “Appreciation Tea 
at Serendipity Café. With an “Alice in Wonderland” theme, 
nearly everyone channeled their inner Mad Hatter result- 
ing in a fantastic array of chapeaux! I wish every month we 
could do something appreciative for our fantastic volunteers 
because without them there would be no library. 

It’s been quite an up and down year. In the spring, we be- 
gan preparing for the upcoming summer reading program 
and we discovered that our building was in worse shape 
than we had realized. We also held the First Annual Book 
Sale at the Warrenton Community Center. 

The summer reading program, On Your Mark, Get Set, 
Read! Kicked off with a party at Library Park. Volunteers 
led warm-up exercises, and manned play stations such as 
hopscotch, tunnel crawl, bubbles, and hula hoops. Main 
Street Market donated a fruit platter and drinks; there was 
a popcorn machine and a beautiful cake. The Warrenton 
Calvary Church was the site for our entertainment pro- 
grams including Leapin’ Louie, Angel Ocasio, and Charlie 
Brown. This was the first year of a county-wide community 
reading challenge of which Warrenton was the winner! We 
were also a free lunch site again. 

A search was begun to find a temporary home for the 
library because of our building woes. There was a public 
meeting and a committee was formed with the task of find- 
ing one. Suffice it to say, we hope to be relocated on Main 
Street some time in 2017. 


As a result of the public forum, a friends of the library | 


group was formed and they are always on the lookout for 
more members. Please call the library to find out how you 
can be a friend to the library too. 

Many of our patrons took advantage of Amnesty Month 
during November. No overdue fees were charged during 
the month and quite a few items found their way back to 
where they belong. 

We ended the year on a high note; Warrenton Commu- 
nity Library was the recipient of a grant from the Clatsop 
County Cultural Coalition. We received money to pur- 
chase Spanish language books and books about Hispanic 
Culture. Wherever we wind up, we WILL have a Spanish/ 
English section. 
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CITY OF WARRENTON 


WARRENTON CITY HALL 
225 S. Main Avenue, P.O. Box 250 
Warrenton, OR 97146 
www.ci.warrenton.or.us 


CITY HALL DEPARTMENTS 

Administration/Finance 

Linda Engbretson, City Manager 

April Clark, Finance Director 

Office Hours: 8:30 a.m. -5:00 p.m. Monday-Friday 
City Manager: (503) 861-3927 
Finance/General Information: (503) 861-2233 
Deputy City Recorder: (503) 861-2233 


Building/Planning 
Skip Urling, Community Develoment Director 
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-Noon; 1:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 


Planning/Building permits questions: (503) 861-0920 


Fire Department 

Tim Demers, Fire Chief 

Office Hours: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Emergencies: 911 
Other Fire Business: (503) 861-2494 


Police Department 
Mathew Workman, Chief of Police 
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-1: Sopa 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
Emergencies: 911 
Other Police Business: (503) 861-2235 
Fax: (503) 861-2863 
Email: policechief@ci warrentor:or us 


Municipal Court 
Office Hours: 8:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m; 2:00 p.m.-5:00 p.m. 
General Information: (503) 861-0792 


PUBLIC WORKS —y 
Jim Dunn, Public Works Director *" 
Office Hours: 7:00 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
_ General Information: (503) 861-0912, 
- After-hour tare a) sa 325-4411 eae oes 
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Warrenton Fire Department welcomes 2017 with training and a new ladder truck 


aa” The Warrenton Fire Department ended the year with 1,129 calls for service. These include fires, emergency medical requests 

“= . and motor vehicle collisions. These calls are staffed by a crew of 40 highly trained volunteers who drop whatever they are do- 

ing at home and respond to the fire station to help someone in need. Our call volume happens in a 50/50 mix of daytime versus 
nighttime responses. About 85 percent of the calls we respond to are requests for emergency medical assistance. They range in 
severity from people who aren't breathing to people who may need assistance getting up from a fall. 

We are anxiously awaiting the delivery of a brand new 107-foot ladder truck that is being custom built in Appleton, Wiscon- 
sin, by Pierce Manufacturing for us. The new ladder will close a gap that the City has had in the fire protection that we are ca- 
pable of providing to our larger commercial structures, It will also be a force multiplier for us in combating smaller home fires 
as it will allow us to do more with fewer people. Pierce has been working on the truck for 11 weeks and should be getting ready 
to fit the aerial ladder on top by the time of this publication. 

Training within the fire department during the first few months of the new year is primarily focused on fulfilling our man- 
datory training requirements. We are currently working through blood-borne pathogens training and being fit-tested to wear 
ay a our self-contained breathing apparatus masks. This also includes performance of an obstacle course and operation working in 
A new 107-foot ladder truck (similar to above) will be a self-contained breathing apparatus. We also review our procedures for things like taking care of one of our EMT’s who might 
on duty in Warrenton early this year. haye been stuck with a contaminated IV needle. 


From Mayor 
Mark Kujala: 
- Warrenton is open for 


business! As Mayor of 
Warrenton, I am gratified F 


ronment where businesses {§- 
can succeed has led to the iB: 
continued growth of our city during the last year. 
That doesn't just apply to new businesses locating 
here, but to the expansion of existing businesses 
and the success of local entrepreneurs, as well. 
Warrenton will have a focus in 2017 on sustain- 
ing this progress, while insuring livability and 
recreational opportunities are both maintained 
and enhanced. Here are a few priorities I see for 
the coming year: 

e Establish improved maintenance programs for 
public facilities such as levees, tidegates, and ditches 
to protect residents from flooding and increased 
flood insurance costs. 

e Continue the improvements to the commercial 
docks at the Warrenton Marina, and update the 
master plan for the Hammond Marina. 

e Make the Warrenton downtown a more inviting 
and vibrant location; starting with the relocation of 
the Warrenton Library in the downtown corridor. 
e Complete improvements to the Hammond 
water line and review development code so that 
constraints to building in Hammond are relieved. 
e Facilitate improved communication in the com- 
munity, amongst Clatsop County leaders, and with 
state and federal government. 

I want to thank the numerous volunteers who 
have worked in various roles on boards and com- 
munity groups to make our city better in 2016. I 
also want to thank our dedicated city staff for all 
they do to keep our city moving forward. 

You are all invited to “Mayor’s Coffee” at 9:00 
a.m. every Monday at City Hall to share your ideas 
and feedback about life in Warrenton. 

The Warrenton City Commission meets on 
the second and fourth Tuesdays of every month 
at 6:00 p.m., and you are welcome to come hear 
all the things our city is doing. Thanks for mak- 


ing Warrenton your home, and have a great 2017! 


Improvement projects continue at 
Warrenton and Hammond Marinas 


2016 was another busy year in the Warrenton 
and Hammond Marinas. 

Phase 2 for the Hammond Marina bank sta- 
bilization project was completed in February 
2016. The project is being completed in three 
phases with the final bank stabilization stage to 
begin in early 2017. 

The City is continuing to work with the 
United States Army Corp of Engineers for the 
acquisition of the Hammond Marina with the 
expected transfer of property to take place in 
2018. 

The August Buoy 10 fishery was another busy 
one. The lack of fish showed a slight decline in 
the Hammond launch ramp and parking rev- 
enues but for the most part we were as busy as 
always. Everyone was in great spirits and seemed 


is nearing Sete: 


to shee a good time. fis) of ee customers enc 
“The fish are an added bonus. We just love coming here.” 

August also brought the retirement of Harbormas- 
ter Keith Pinkstaff. Keith retired on August 14th after 
18-plus years working for the city. Thanks to Keith for 
his contributions to the marina over the years. We wish 
him a happy and relaxing retirement! 

October brought us the start of commercial F-Dock 
replacement in Warrenton. This project is being funded 
by the Urban Renewal Agency and is expected to be 
completed in spring of 2017. The commercial fleet has 
been great in helping us to adjust to the temporary loss 
of 26 slips and we thank them for their patience. It has 
been very exciting to watch this project take place and 
we hope that this is just the start of many upgrades to 
come. 

We have a lot of enthusiasm around the marina these 
days; we have an excellent crew and we all are striving 
to make 2017 better than ever. 


Photos: The replacement of F-Dock in Warrenton 
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Engineers flagged flooding risk if dam is removed 


Extreme tides 
would push 
water higher 


By DERRICK 
DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The 
engineering firm working with 
the Skipanon Water Control 
District on the removal of the 


Eighth Street Dam found that’ 


extreme tides would increase 


water elevation during low-: 


flow conditions on the Ski-. 


panon River. 
Extreme tides would likely 
keep the elevated water within 


the river’s banks or on prop- 
erty that already gets inun- 
dated when water levels are 
high. 

The findings, issued in 
November 2015, did not 
change the water district’s 
conclusion that the dam is an 
obsolete hazard that should 
be removed. But the informa- 
tion was never formally shared 
with Warrenton, which backed 
away from a project to remove 
the dam last year amid ques- 
tions about flooding risk. 

Warrenton has declared an 
emergency over the dam and 
wants to restore the 54-year- 
old structure for flood con- 
trol. The city is waiting for 
guidance from the U.S. Army 


Corps of Engineers about 
whether the dam is a compo- 
nent of the city’s levee system 
and should be under city, not 
water district, control. 


Inflame tensions 
The engineering firm’s 
findings will likely inflame 
tensions over the dam. Some 
on the City Commission, as 
well as the Nygaard logging 
family, have accused the water 
district and the Columbia 
River Estuary Study Taskforce 
— the water district’s former 
partner — of downplaying 
the flooding risk if the dam is 
removed. + 
4Q-le kel7 


See DAM, Page 7A 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 
The Eighth Street Dam is the subject of a fight between 
Warrenton and the Skipanon Water Control District. 


Dam: Flooding risk has been sensitive topic 


Continued from Page 1A 


Denise Lofman, CREST’s 
director, said the conditions 
where there is a possibility for 
extreme tides and higher water 
elevations only happen once 
every 60 years or more, lon- 
_ ger than the 50-year design life 
of the dam. She said the dam 
was built to protect upstream 
property from a modest two- 
year flood during normal tide 
conditions. 

Lofman said that during 
most of the scenarios that were 
modeled, removing the dam 
improved flood conditions by 
allowing water to leave more 
quickly out of the river. The 
water district has repeatedly 
said that removing the dam will 
not significantly increase flood- 
ing risk. 

Lofman said that one of 
the main concerns during the 
project was to not make flood 
conditions worse by inundat- 
ing new areas. The project, she 
said, would not have changed 
the flood pattern for property 
along the river that already gets 
inundated. 

Potential flooding risk has 
been a sensitive topic through- 
out the debate between the city 
and the water district, so the 
disclosure of the engineering 
firm’s findings about extreme 
tides is certain to aggravate. 

Mayor Mark  Kujala 


believes any information about 
the potential flooding risk from 
removing the dam should 
have been publicly disclosed. 
“That’s my feeling,” the mayor 
said. “This should have been 
upfront when these questions 
were asked several years ago. 
When information came to light 
that this might impact, and we 
might not be able to achieve the 
things that we promised, that 
should have been said instead 
of saying there is no problem 
and we’re moving forward.” 


Dam records 

The Daily Astorian asked 
the water district and CREST 
last year for any documents 
on the dam that might address 
the city’s concerns about flood- 
ing. The newspaper renewed 
the request this month. CREST 
shared the engineering firm’s 
findings with the newspaper on 
Tuesday. 

Lofman said the findings 
were not discussed with the 
city because the project was not 
moving forward. A $1.2 million 
agreement between the city, the 
water district and CREST to 
remove the dam and provide 
a single-lane bridge over the 
river for the city expired at the 
end of 2015. The City Commis- 
sion voted 2-2 in May against 
renewing the agreement, 
and CREST later withdrew 
from the partnership with the 


water district. 

The Nygaard family — and 
some at the city — have sought 
to draw CREST back into the 
controversy, claiming the task 
force misled the city and the 
community. 

Lofman said the engineer- 
ing firm’s findings would have 
been disclosed had the proj- 
ect moved forward. The Plan- 
ning Commission would have 
assessed the engineering plan 
by the water district during 
hearings on the city permit 
needed to remove the dam. The 
Planning Commission would 
also have examined a city con- 
sultant’s technical review of the 
engineering plan. If the per- 
mit decision was appealed — a 
likely prospect given the debate 
at the time — the City Commis- 
sion would also have reviewed 
the engineering reports. 


City technical review 

Some on the City Commis- 
sion blamed former City Man- 
ager Kurt Fritsch for not dis- 
closing the city consultant’s 
review of the engineering plan. 
But Fritsch said it would have 
been premature for commis- 
sioners to view the material 
before it reached the Planning 
Commission, since the City 
Commission might have had to 
hear the dam removal project 
on appeal. Fritsch, who warned 
the City Commission about 


tainting the permitting process, 
resigned last June under crit- 
icism over his handling of the 
dam. 

Records viewed by The 
Daily Astorian suggest that the 
city’s decision to hire a consul- 
tant to weigh the engineering 
firm’s work was one of the fac- 
tors that unraveled the project. 

The consultant’s initial 
assessment, in spring 2015, 
contributed to CREST and the 
water district pulling their city 
permit application. The consul- 
tant, after exchanging informa- 
tion with the engineering firm 
over the next several months, 
concluded that the engineering 
plan did not accurately model 
the flood plain. The consul- 
tant also cautioned about the 
potential impact of even small 
increases in water elevation on 
the city’s levees. CREST was 
billed by the city for the consul- 
tant’s work. 

The water district approved 
the engineering plan for remov- 
ing the dam last year, noting the 
city consultant’s concerns, but 
ultimately finding that the plan 
was sound. 

Had the dam removal proj- 
ect gone forward, it is likely 
that the city, or private property 
owners, would have asked for 
some type of flood mitigation 
unless the water district was 
able to satisfy all doubts about 
increased flooding risk. 
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Fighth Street dam legal fight isn’t pleasant, 


but necessary to protect property owners 


Many people have asked: 

“What is going on with the 
| Eighth Street dam?” 
_ The Eighth Street dam is 
la flood-control — structure 
constructed similarly to the 
/numerous levees the city of 
Warrenton maintains on the 
Skipanon River. 

It’s located off South Main 
Avenue and Eighth Street. It 
has a gravel road across the 
top and a large opening in 
the middle to control water 
flow during the incoming and 
outgoing tides. The structure 
was built during the early 
1960s to control water levels 
upstream along the Skipanon 
River for agriculture land 
use, which benefitted upriver 
land owners with flood con- 
trol of their property. 

The Skipanon Water Con- 
trol District (SWCD) was cre- 
ated to manage the structure. 
The water levels originally 
were controlled through a 
series of boards placed hori- 
zontally in the opening of the 
structure. 

In 2002, the SWCD decided 
to change the structure’s de- 
sign to make it easier to op- 
erate and maintain, to create 
opportunities for fish pas- 
sage and to enhance water 
flow. The structure was al- 
tered without input from the 
community and water levels 
significantly increased up- 
stream of the Eighth Street 
dam because it was now sub- 
ject to tidal influx. 

The SWCD later ap- 

_ proached the city of Warren- 
ton seeking to remove the 
Eighth Street structure en- 
tirely. The city agreed to look 
into a bridge proposal to re- 
place the Eighth Street dam, 


and engaged the Columbia 
River Estuary Study Task 
Force (CREST) to explore the 
possibility. 

As engineering and hydrol- 
ogy reports associated with 
the project were revealed, it 
came to the city’s attention 
there might be additional 
flooding to properties up- 
stream and a potential im- 
pact to the levees. 

Furthermore, a 2002 Nat- 
ural Resources and Conser- 
vation Service (NRCS) re- 
port detailed that levees, tide 
gates and waterfront proper- 
ty should have been fortified 
before the 2002 modification 
of the structure so that any 
damage from new incoming 
tides and elevated water lev- 
els wouldn’t adversely affect 
both property and city infra- 
structure. It was also suggest- 
ed that floodplain easements 
might need to be purchased 
from property owners before 
changes to the Eighth Street 
dam were made. Those steps 
never occurred, and the 2002 
NRCS report was just recent- 
ly made public late in 2016. 

The city has received com- 
plaints about property flood- 
ing and erosion upstream of 
the Eighth Street dam. Tide 
gates and levees have been 
damaged and the cost to the 
city to fix these issues has 
been considerable during the 
last 14 years. 

Most troubling is that in 
November 2015, the SWCD 
removed the tide gate doors 
that were designed to pre- 
vent storm water flooding in 
the winter months. The city 
believes these tide gate doors 
should be put back on and 
operated as intended, for the 


benefit of the citizens of War- 
renton. 

At an impasse with the 
SWCD, the city has reached 
out to the Army Corps of En- 
gineers for assistance in de- 
termining what to do next. 

We have remained open to 
mediation with SWCD. The 
city was prepared for medi- 
ation in December, however 
the SWCD pulled out of that 
planned meeting. 

The city of Warrenton wish- 
es to avoid litigation, but li- 
abilities and responsibilities 
for the Eighth Street dam 
have yet to be determined 
and, hopefully, that can be 
done swiftly. 

If you have any questions, 
feel free to come to the May- 
or’s coffee at 9 a.m. every 
Monday at Warrenton City 
Hall. 


Police Dept. | 


gets new 
sergeant, 
new officer 


New Warrenton Police 
Department Officer Tere- 
sa McKee was sworn in this 
week and Officer Jim Pierce 
was promoted to sergeant. 

“I think it’s a good day for 
the city of Warrenton to 
have this quality of officers 
coming in,” said City Com- 
missioner Tom Dyer, who 
retired from the Oregon 
State Patrol last year. 

McKee, who moved to 
Warrenton from Arizona, 
was hired Feb. 2. She speaks 
Spanish and is a certified 
Drug Recognition Expert 
and paramedic. 

She served as an emer- 
gency medical technician 
and firefighter in Arizona, 
worked for the Pima Com- 
munity College Police De- 
partment and spent nearly 
20 years as a State trooper 
for the Arizona Department 
of Public Safety. She had 
been working as a reserve 
officer for the Clatsop Coun- 
ty Sheriff's Office when War- 
renton hired her. 

“We are extremely hap- 
py to have you here,” Police 
Chief Matt Workman said 
while introducing her to the 
City Commission Tuesday 
night. 

It is Pierce’s second stint 
as a sergeant for the depart- 
ment. 

He originally was promot- 
ed to sergeant in July 1988, 


- 


Above: Newly promoted Sgt. Jim Pierce gets pinned by 
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his grandson, Alex Johnson, and wife, Debbie. Deputy City 
Recorder Dawne Shaw is in background. 


Right: Newly 
hired police officer 
Teresa McKee 

is pinned by her 
husband, Roger, 
while Mayor Mark 
Kujala looks on. 


Photos by 
Cindy Yingst 


but then took a job with the 
Oregon State Police four 
months later. 

“Now he’s back from the 
dark side,” Workman joked. 
“It was a natural selection to 
pick Jim for this promotion.” 

Pierce was hired as a War- 
renton Police Department 
reserve officer in 1983, then 
worked for the Seaside Po- 


lice Department for two 
years. In 1985, he returned 
to Warrenton. | 

After retiring as a state 
trooper in 2012, he worked 
as a reserve officer in Asto- 
ria and Warrenton. He was | 
hired as a full-time officer | 
for the department in June. 
His promotion was effective 
Tuesday. 


‘Veterans memorial to be first in county in half-century 


Warrenton is close to get- 
ting its first veterans memo- 
rial if a group of local veter- 
ans successfully completes its 
mission. 

The Memorial War Veter- 
ans Monument is more than 
25 years in the making. 

“We want to get it done be- 
fore *\e guys who started it 

e,” said Bert Little, 
Ne of Fort Ste- 
, 10580 of the Vet- 
‘reign Wars. Le- 


Roy Dunn and several other 
longtime members got the 
ball rolling in 1991. Econom- 
ic downturns and other set- 
backs have delayed the proj- 
ect, 

“Tt has been over 90 years 
since Clatsop County has 
honored their veterans with 
a monument,” said Little, 
who served eight years in 
the Navy, 14 in the National 
Guard. 

The Victory Monument — 


CO J-10- 2017 


Veterans: Word on grant expected soon 


Continued from Page1 


vice and all Warrenton and 


memorial plaque inside. A Hammond veterans. 


flag room and flagpole dedi- 


cated to veterans can 
be found in Astoria 


City Library. 
“Warrenton = cur- 
rently has nothing to 


memorialize our lo- 
cal veterans,” Little 
said. And sadly, he 
said, the country has 
faced many more 
conflicts since World 
War I. 


The memorial will go in 
front of the post office in the 
strip of park land owned by 
the city. The city already has 


given its permission. 
The 13-foot statue of a mil- 


itary service member would 
honor all branches of the ser- 


The VFW post has applied 
for a Oregon Heri- 
* tage Veterans & War 
Memorials Grant, 
which is expected 
to be announced 
April 10. The grant 
would cover 80 per- 
cent of the expected 
$132,000 cost. The 
post must raise the 
rest and already has 
raised $16,000. 

Cash donations have come 
in from many individuals, 
including Sen. Betsy John- 
son’s parents. And the post 
is raising money by running 
the concessions at Warren- 
ton’s city park, selling bronze 
statue replicas and the sale of 
commemorative bricks. 

“It has been long over- 
due that the sacrifices of the 
men and women of Warren- 
ton-Hammond are honored.” 

Jeff Kelland, who served in 
the Marine Corps during Des- 
ert Storm, likes the idea. His 
‘business, North Coast Shoot- 
er’s Supply, is a block away. 

“As a vet, I’m all for it, ob- 
viously,” Kelland said. “I’m 
sure it’s going to dovetail 
with the existing flagpoles. 
Seems like as good a place as 
any, right there in the center 
of town.” 


what most call the Doughboy 
Memorial — was dedicated 
in 1926 on Marine Drive at 
Bond Street in tribute to sol- 
diers who served in World 
War I. In 1920, Seaside ded- 
icated a bronze plaque at City 
Hall to that citys men and 
women who served in World 
War I. 

Clatsop County’s  court- 
house has a flagpole and can- 
non on the front lawn and a 

See ‘Veterans’ on page 8 


How to help 


More information about 
the project is available at 


www.ufwfortstevens10580. 
com 


Donations to the veterans 
memorial can be made at 
Columbia Bank 
630 Marlin Ave. 

Warrenton 


Warrenton 
wants to 
By MARK KUJALA | use dam for 


For The Daily Astorian 


any people have asked: “What is 
going on with the Eighth Street 
am?” 

The dam is a flood control structure 
constructed similar to the 
numerous levees Warrenton 
maintains on the Skipanon 
River. It’s located off of S. 
Main and Eighth Street. It 
has a gravel road across the 
RE “top and a large opening in the 
middle to control water flow during the incom- 
ing and outgoing tides. 

The structure was built during the early 
1960s to control the water levels upstream 
along the Skipanon River for agriculture land 
use, which benefited upriver landowners with 
flood control of their property. The Skipanon 
Water Control District was created to manage 
the structure. The water levels were originally 
controlled through a series of boards that 
were placed-horizontally in the opening of the 
structure, 


Design change 

In 2002, the water district decided to change 
the design of the structure to make it easier to 
operate and maintain, and to create opportuni- 
ties for fish passage and to enhance water flow. 
The structure was altered without input from 
the community, and the water levels signifi- 
cantly increased upstream of the dam because it 
was now subject to tidal influx. 

The water district later approached the city 
wishing to remove the Eighth Street structure 
entirely. The city agreed to look into a bridge 
proposal to replace the dam, and engaged the 
Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce to 
further explore the possibility. 

As engineering and hydrology reports asso- 
ciated with the project were revealed, it came 
to the city’s attention there might be additional 
flooding to properties upstream and a potential 
impact to the levees. Furthermore, a 2002 
Natural Resources and Conservation Service 
report detailed that before the 2002 modifica- 
tion to the structure was to take place; levees, 
tide gates, and waterfront property should have 
been fortified so that any damage from the 
new incoming tides and elevated water levels 
wouldn’t adversely affect both property and 
city infrastructure. It was also suggested that 
flood plain easements might need to be pur- 
chased from property owners before changes 
to the dam were made. Those steps never 
occurred, and the 2002 NRCS report was just 
recently made public late in 2016. 


flood control 
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Complaints 
The city has received complaints about 

property flooding and erosion upstream of 
the dam. Tide gates and levees have been 
damaged and the cost to the city to fix these 
issues has been considerable during the last 14 | 
years. Most troubling is that the water district 
removed the tide gate doors from the Eighth 
Street structure in November 2015 that were 
designed to prevent stormwater flooding in 
the winter months. The city believes these tide | 
gate doors should be put back on and operated | 
as intended, for the benefit of the citizens of 
Warrenton. 

At an impasse with the water district, the 
city has reached out to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers for assistance in determining what 
to do next. We have also remained open to 
mediation with the water district. The city was 
prepared for mediation in December; however 
the water district pulled out of that planned 
meeting. The city wishes to avoid litigation, 
but liabilities and responsibilities for the Eighth | 
Street Dam have yet to be determined and 
hopefully that can be done swiftly. 

Mark Kujala is the mayor of Warrenton. 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 
Warrenton wants to restore the Eighth Street 
Dam for flood control and has sought guid- 
ance from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. | 


Warrenton 
wants Port’s 
help with 


levee money 


Kujala hopeful about 
obtaining state funds 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


Warrenton is hoping the state will help 
fund a geotechnical study as part of the city’s 
efforts to federally certify the levees sep- 
arating the city from Youngs Bay and the 
Columbia River. 

Warrenton Mayor Mark Kujala has asked 
for the Port of Astoria Commission’s support 
on a piece of legislation that could provide 
$10 million statewide for levee projects. 

Kujala said he recently returned from 
Salem after  testify- 
ing in favor of House 
Bill 5025, which 
would fund the Ore- 
gon Business Devel- 
opment Department, 
also known as Busi- 
ness Oregon, for the 
next biennium. He was 


also in Salem to stump 

for Senate Bill 5530, = 
which would increase Mark 
the amount of lottery Kujala 


bonds going to Busi- 

ness Oregon’s Special Public Works Fund. 
The bill includes a $10 million set-aside for 
levee projects statewide. 

Warrenton has been trying to prove to the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
that the 80-year-old, 14-foot levees surround- 
ing the city can protect from a 100-year flood 
event. Accreditation by FEMA means the 
properties behind the levees would no lon- 
ger be considered in the flood plain, lowering 
flood insurance rates and easing restrictions 


on development. _3:Q3- 2017 
OP-. FP. See WARRENTON, Page 7A 


Warrenton: Kujala said 
main competition for 
funding is Reedsport 


Continued from Page 1A 


“We do havea really good 
opportunity this time around, 
because most of the funding 
in the last biennium, which 
was $5 million, went all to 
Multnomah County,” Kujala 
said. 

Kujala said Multnomah 
County officials are using 
the funding to perform core 
samples and other geotech- 
nical testing along Marine 
Drive and the dike protecting 
industrial areas and Portland 
International Airport from 
the Columbia River. 

Warrenton needs to per- 
form similar work as it seeks 
federal certification of about 
10 miles of levees, Kuala 
said, taking core samples 
every 1,000 feet to study 
the composition and mois- 
ture intrusion, at a cost 
of about $1 million over- 
all. He said Warrenton has 
requested $200,000 through 


the North Coast Regional 


Solutions Team to help pay 


for the study. While there are 


_ no guarantees of funding, he 


said, Warrenton has a shov- 
el-ready project. 

Mark Ellsworth, coordi- 
nator of the local solutions 
team, said there is a need 
for such funding through- 
out northwest Oregon, 
which is mostly behind shore 
protection. 

“T don’t know of anyone 
further along than Warrenton 
in the legwork,” Ellsworth 
said, adding Warrenton is 
likely at the front of the line 
for funding if the legislation 
passes. 

Kujala said Warrenton’s 
main competition for fund- 
ing is Reedsport, which is 
trying to improve the levees 
that surround most of the 
city. State Sen. Arnie Roblan, 
D-Coos Bay, and state Rep. 
Caddy McKeown, D-Coos 
Bay, have sponsored Sen- 
ate Bill 283, which asks the 
state for nearly $4.2 million 
to repair the levees. 

Senate Bill 5530 was last 
assigned to the Subcommit- 
tee On Capital Construction 
in January, and has no sched- 
uled hearings. 


Edward Stratton/The Daily Astorian 


Warrenton has been trying to get the le- 
vees separating the city from Youngs Bay 
and the Columbia River accredited by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. 
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federally funded projects for agricultural 
lands in the U.S. that were prone to 


T: Eighth Street Dam was one of 10,000 


flooding. Completed in 1963, it had a design life | 


of 50 years. A special district was formed under 
Oregon law for taxation. A taxpayer elected 
Board of Directors manages the dam. 


The dam is located in Warrenton, but the bulk’ 


of the water district (the lands intended to be 
improved) are outside of Warrenton in Clatsop 
Plains. Property owners within the district have 
paid a special tax since 1963 for the manage- 
ment of the dam. 

Unfortunately, there was a gross underesti- 


mation of our rainfall during the original design | 
process. This resulted in undersized culverts in 


the dam that cannot adequately empty the vast 
watershed that drains through the mouth of the 
Skipanon River. 


Fiction for fact 

Mayor Mark Kujala stated that he wants to 
operate the structure “‘as intended, for the benefit 
of the citizens of Warrenton.” That substitutes 
fiction for fact. The dam was never intended to 
benefit the city. 

Mayor Kujala also stated that dam manage- 
ment changes were made “without input from 
the community.” This statement is also fiction. 
There have been many documented public 
meetings on the dam, frequently attended by the 
mayor’s own family. The City Commission was 
often specifically invited, but declined to attend. 

All recommendations made by the Natural 
Resources Conservation Service in 2002, includ- 
ing those listed by the mayor, were taken into 
consideration by the district: The district is using 
new scientific, technical analyses, performed by 
an independent, international, engineering firm. 

The mayor claims that there has been “con- 
siderable” flood damage to city properties for 
the last 14 years. That period includes 10 years 
during which the tide gates were in operation, 
before they were permanently lifted, and later 
removed. So obviously, by the mayor’s own 
admission, the tide gates did not perform to 
prevent property flooding. 

As to the mayor’s comments about riverside 
property erosion risks; any property on any river 
is at risk for erosion, unless the river is enclosed 
in concrete. 


Moving forward 

A dam inspection was performed by the 
Oregon Water Resources Department in 
December 2012. 

Key findings noted the lack of an emergency 
spillway and a substantial restriction to the 
natural drainage of stormwater. The dam hazard 
classification was rated between “significant” 
and “high.” The report states, “An engineering 
analysis of the dam, and options for its removal 
are warranted”. 

That urgent advice from the state has been 
diligently followed by the district. With support 
from the city, the district obtained funds from the 
Bonneville Power Administration to remove the 
dam and to replace it with a safe bridge specifi- 
cally for the benefit of Warrenton citizens, at no 
cost to them. 


Damis | 

obsolete and 

potentially 
dangerous 


By TESSA SCHELLER and GAIL GALEN 
For The Daily Astorian 


_ This was a “shovel ready” project of local 
significance, until the city’s support was abruptly 
withdrawn in spite of permits already issued by 
both the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and the - 
Oregon Department of State Lands. | 

As surprising and disappointing as that abrupt| 
reversal was, the district was further shocked 
when the City Commission chose to spend city 
taxpayer money to hire an attorney to threaten 
litigation against the district. - . 

It was the district, not the city, who initiated 
a mediation process several months ago. We 
hoped to resolve this puzzling aggression with- 
out an expensive adversarial conflict. 


No evidence 

There is no evidence that the Eighth Street 
Dam prevents significant flooding. There is 
plenty of evidence that the dam restricts outflow _ 
and actually contributes to flooding upstream. 
The dam is obsolete, maybe dangerous. 

The district’s board has a legal, fiduciary | 
and constitutional duty to its taxpaying constitu- 
ents who have funded the maintenance of 
this structure for over 50 years. Those taxpayers 
deserve to have their rights defended. Potential 
mismanagement of this aging structure by the 
city, for an imagined benefit to the city, could 
harm upstream taxpayers. Does that seem 
right? 

A question the taxpayers of Warrenton should 
ask their elected representatives: How much | 
taxpayer money has the city spent in an attempt 
to seize control of a dangerous and obsolete dam | 
from another public body that has been working | 
hard to do the right thing? And perhaps equally 
important: why? 

As we move toward removal, imagine much 
improved water quality, a once again navigable 
Skipanon River, and more healthy salmon runs 
all at no cost to city taxpayers. That was, and is, 
the district’s goal. We hope you will agree that it 
should be the city’s goal as well, _ 

Tessa Scheller is the chairwoman and Gail 
Galen is secretary of the Skipanon Water Con- 
trol District board. 
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Wondering about 
ulterior motive 


with tide gates 


The Eighth Street tide gate 
structure was designed in 
the early 1960s by the Corps 
of Engineers to control tid- 
al flooding on the upstream 
properties of the Skipanon 
River. 

Starting as early as 2002, 
the Eighth Street tide gate 
structure has been modified 
without notifying property 
owners upriver. This is not 
the only part of the tide gate 
systems that was affected. 

Upriver, some of the tide 
gate coverts have been re- 
placed, taking off the tide 
ee doors, letting the water 

ood areas upriver. These 
areas did not flood before 
the modifications were made 
(this is part of the whole 
problem). Farmers who had 
horses and donkeys upriver 
can no longer have these ani- 
‘mals on the pastures because 
the ground is being flooded, 
making it soft and causing a 
hazard to the legs of the ani- 
mals. Where there used to be 
gardens now water floods the 
area. 

In the 1980s, when the tide 
gate structure was being run 
as designed by the Corps of 
Engineers, the water flow was 
controlled, protecting the 
property owners and their 
animals. 

Seems there is an ulteri- 
or motive to not operate the 
structure as designed in the 
1960s. Why? 

Take a trip upriver and 


Letter to the Editor 


look at the diking banks that 
are being washed away. The 
Eighth Street tide gate struc- 
ture is part of the complete 
diking system protecting 
property owners and farmers 
from being flooded out. 

If operated as designed, 
maybe the animals can be 
brought back to the pas- 
tures. If removed, damage 
to homes, pasture land and 

ardens will continue. Also, 

omes close to the structure 
have basements that are now 
being flooded on high tides, 
with or without the heavy 
rain, banks being washed 
out, causing property damage 


March 24, 2017 


that did not happen when the 
tide gate structure was being 
operated as designed. 

We need to operate the 
Eighth Street tide gate struc- 
ture again as a flood protec- 
tion system for all upriver 
property and home owners, 
the swinging lower doors 
must be put back on in good 
working order and the wa- 
ter-level boards on the upriv- 
er side of the structure must 
be reinstalled and operated 
correctly. Where did they go? 
Who took them and why? 

Bert Little and other 
concerned citizens 
Warrenton 


Why I’m saying goodbye to 
public job, at least for now 


I love Warrenton. 

I love the people I have 
met and the politics; I even 
love the Eighth Street “dam” 
(FYI...it’s a tide gate not a 
dam). 

I hate to step away from 
something I’ve enjoyed near- 
ly half of my adult life, but 
my business and personal fi- 
nances dictate that I have to 
make this decision. 

I will miss my Monday 
morning coffee meetings, 
and countless work sessions 
with my fellow commission- 
ers in which we envisioned 
the future. 

I learned a lot during the 
last dozen years from five city 
managers and several more 
department heads that each 
brought different strengths 
to the job. 

I saw a new Waste Water 


Treatment Plant and Water 
Reservoir get built, the emer- 
gence of a strong retail hub 
along Highway 101, and some 
long-awaited improvements 
to our marinas. 

I loved being part of an ef- 
fort to help folks solve prob- 
lems. That made the dona- 
tion of my time worthwhile. 


I will still be involved with | 


my city because achieving 
the goals that we established 


at the beginning of the year | 


are extremely important to 
me. However, I will be doing 


it in a different capacity, as I | 
focus on what’s best for my | 


family’s future at this time. 

I will not say this is the end 
to public service for me; I will 
always remain a supporter of 
this community. 

Thanks for letting me be 


your Mayor. CA 3-gy47 


A supporter of Warrenton, always 


ove Warrenton. I love the people 

have met and the politics; I even 
love the Eighth Street “dam” (FYI, it’s 
a tide gate, not a dam). I hate to step 
away from something I’ve enjoyed 
nearly half of my adult life, but my 
business and personal finances dictate 
that I have to make this decision. 

I will miss my Monday morning 
coffee meetings, and countless work 
sessions with my fellow commission- 
ers, where we envisioned the future. 

I learned a lot during the last dozen 


years from five city managers and sev- 


eral more department heads that each 
brought different strengths to the job. 
I saw a new wastewater treatment 


plant and water reservoir get built, the 


emergence of a strong retail hub along 


U.S. Highway 101, and some long- 


awaited improvements to our marinas. 


I loved being part of an effort to help 
folks solve problems. That made the 
donation of my time worthwhile. 

I will still be involved with my 
city, because achieving the goals that 


we established at the beginning of the 
year are extremely important to me. 
However, I will be doing it in a differ- 
ent capacity, as I focus on what’s best 
for my family’s future at this time. I 
will not say this is the end to public 
service for me; I will always remain a 
supporter of this community. 
Thanks for letting me be your 

mayor. 

MARK KUJALA 
Mayor of Warrenton 


0 e228 Hammond 


THE 
DAILY ASTORIAN 


144TH YEAR, NO. 192 


DailyAstorian.com // MONDAY, MARCH 27,2017 


ONE DOLLAR 


Warrenton looks to dust off emergency plan 


Staff wants to resume required response training 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Police 
Chief Mathew Workman 
believes the city needs to step 
up disaster readiness, includ- 
ing fleshing out an emer- 
gency response plan that has 


not been updated since its 


2010 adoption. 

Warrenton’s emergency 
operations plan, prepared under 
a U.S. Department of Home- 
land Security grant, considers 
a range of crises the city could 
face: from terrorism to chemi- 
cal hazards, severe windstorms 
to a Cascadia Subduction Zone 
earthquake and tsunami. 


The document states it “will 
be reviewed and approved on 
an annual basis or after an inci- 
dent or exercise to improve 
effectiveness.” 

But the city has not revisited 
the plan since it was drafted, 
so the plan does not reflect 
seven years’ worth of changes, 


such as new development, 


shifts in population centers and 
ae in technology. 

In addition, many city staff 
and government officials — 
people expected to take on lead- 
ership roles during catastro- 
phes — have not undergone 
the required incident command 
system and national incident 
management system training 
courses. 


See WARRENTON, Page 7A 


Warrenton High 
School student 
Macen Fritz tends 
to Seaside High 
School student 
Eli McShirley, 
playing a victim, 
at the Warren- 

ton High School 
end-of-year CERT 
exercise last year. 


Submitted Photo 


Warrenton: * he most important 
thing to do is to continue planning 
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Kujala to step down as Warrenton mayor 


Warrenton 
Mayor Mark 
Kujala speaks 
during a 
ceremony 
celebrating 
the Astoria 
Bridge in 
August. 


Danny Miller 
The Daily Astorian 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Mayor Mark 
Kujala announced Tuesday night that he 
will step down as mayor. 

His final City Commission meeting 
later this month will conclude Kujala’s 12- 
year stretch on the City Commission, five 
of them as mayor. 


“This has been a really difficult deci- 


Water district wants out of Warrenton * 3A 


sion,” he said at the close of the com- 
mission meeting. He made the decision, 
he said, after speaking with his wife and 
family. 

Kujala has served on the City Commis- 
sion since 2005. When he first ran, “I was 


Kujala: Warrenton’s 
first elected mayor 


Continued from Page 1A 


Kujala is Warrenton’s first 
elected mayor. Voters chose 
him for a four-year term in 
November 2014. Previously, 
mayors — including Kujala 
— were selected among fel- 
low city commissioners for a 
one-year term. He had been 
appointed mayor in 2011, 
2013 and 2014. 

He said he has enjoyed 
working with his fellow com- 
missioners and city staff. “I 
really, really have appreciated 
my time on the commission 
very much.” 

The City Commission will 
decide how to fill the vacancy. 


Personable and accessi- 
ble to residents, Kujala had 
focused this term on jobs and 
economic development, pub- 
lic safety, urban renewal and 
levee certification. He also 
played a leading role in the 
dispute with the Skipanon 
Water Control District over 
control of the Eighth Street 
Dam. 

The mayor presided over 
the city during the fractious 
debate over the Oregon LNG 
project. The energy company 
sought to build a liquefied nat- 
ural gas terminal and pipe- 
line on the Skipanon River 
but withdrew the proposal last 
year. 


single and had free time,” he said. 


| 
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“My life’s a little different now with 
my family, and, certainly, I have to kind 
of think about them, and think about the 
future,” he said. “And so it’s with a really 
heavy heart that I am going to step down 
at the next meeting.” 

In addition, Kujala, the owner of Ski- 
panon Brand Seafood, said he needed to 
devote more time to his business. 

DAR FP. 3-1F:2017 

See KUJALA, Page 4A. 
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Warrenton 
will choose 
new mayor 
in two weeks 


Balensifer and Newton 
vie for appointment 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Warrenton City 
Commission is waiting until its next meeting 
to vote on who will be the city’s next mayor. 

Acting Mayor Henry 
Balensifer and Com- 
missioner Rick New- 
ton answered questions 
at a public hearing Tues- 
day night, but Commis- 
sioner Tom Dyer said they 
need time to consider what 


they heard from the candi- Henry 
Balensifer 


dates and the community. 
The decision to wait also 
means the appointment 
of a new commissioner to 
bring the total number back 
up to five is also on hold. 
Balensifer pointed out that 
until a commission seat is 
officially vacant — his or 


Newton’s — the commis- Rick 
sion can’t appoint a new Newton 
person to that seat. 

The commission’s next meeting is sched- 
uled for May 9. 


“We owe it to the city to mull over what 
was said,” Dyer said during a break after 
the hearing closed. “A half hour is not long 


enough.” L$. 26-2O!l7 
FP. DOA, 


Warrenton swears in new police officer 


By KATIE 
FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — War- 
renton Police Chief Mathew 
Workman joked that if you 
looked up “local” in the dic- 
tionary, you’d find a picture 
of acting Mayor Henry Bal- 
ensifer. But right below it, he 
said, would be a picture of 
the police department’s new- 
est hire, Joshua Hollaway. 

Hollaway, who was born 
in Astoria and raised in War- 
renton, was sworn in as the 
city’s newest police offi- 
cer at a City Commission 
meeting Tuesday. Balen- 
sifer administered the oath 
of office. 

“We’re really proud to 
have him and very excited,” 
Workman said later. When 
he hires officers who grew 
up in the area “you want to 
be sure they’re the right fit 
because that can present 
challenges in a small town 
where you know everyone 
and everyone knows you,” 
Workman said. But Holla- 
way: “He’ll be fine.” 

“He’s a good fit for our 
community.” 

The department now has 
nine police officers and three 
reserve police officers. Work- 
man still hopes to fill two 
additional police officer spots 


the city approved recently. 


Katie Frankowicz/The Daily Astorian 
Warrenton Police Department’s newest officer, Joshua Hollaway, is sworn in by acting 


Mayor Henry Balensifer Tuesday. y- ae - ADIT 
Recruitment is difficult he probably won’t be a full to go to police academy in 
at small, rural departments police officer, on the road May. When that ends in Sep- 
and the Warrenton Police by himself, until the start of tember, he will still have to 
Department has worked with next year, Workman said. complete another round of 
a skeleton crew for years. Hollaway is scheduled training and evaluation. 
Now, said Workman, “We’re : 
playing catch up.” 
Hollaway officially 
started at the Warrenton 
Police Department in April 
and began his field training 
with another officer. Since 
he came to the department 
with no law enforcement 
experience and has months 
of training ahead of him, 


(ese) 
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Warrenton: Candidates committed to running for another 


Continued from Page 1A 


Balensifer has been act- 
ing mayor since former mayor 
Mark Kujala announced in 
March that he was stepping 
down mid-way through his 
four-year term to spend more 
time with his family and busi- 
ness, Skipanon Brand Sea- 
food. Whomever the com- 
mission picks to replace him 
will be mayor through Kuja- 
la’s 2018 term. At the hear- 
ing Tuesday, both Newton and 
Balensifer said if they were 
picked as mayor, they would 
run again for a four-year term 
after serving out Kujala’s 
term. 

Assuming the two candi- 
dates will vote for themselves, 
Dyer and Commissioner Pam 


Ackley will cast the decid- 
ing votes. If the final result 
is a tie, Balensifer will con- 
tinue as acting mayor until the 
stalemate is broken or through 
2018. 


Packed with people 

The city’s small meeting 
room was packed with people 
who had come for the hearing. 
They submitted written ques- 
tions to Deputy City Recorder 
Dawne Shaw, who read them 
to the commission. Balen- 
sifer and Newton took turns to 
answer each question. 

There were several ques- 
tions asking the candidates 
about their political and edu- 
cational backgrounds and how 
they believed those experi- 
ences equip them to serve as 


mayor. Balensifer answered 
that he has long been politi- 
cally active, and pointed out 
that he has been “shadowing” 
the former mayor in his posi- 
tion as mayor pro tem. New- 
ton said most-of his experi- 
ence is business-related. 

Port of Astoria Commis- 
sioner Stephen Fulton asked 
the candidates if they have a 
plan to help the Warrenton 


School District with its build- . 


ing space needs. Both candi- 
dates replied that these deci- 
sions were for the elected 
members of the school 
board to make, but that the 
city would cooperate when 
appropriate. 

Another question asked 
Newton to clarify his stance 
on the Walmart development. 


Newton had voted against the 
store coming to Warrenton 
and, on Tuesday, he repeated 
that he didn’t think Walmart 
was right for the community, 
that it would not bring the liv- 
ing-wage jobs it has promised. 
Balensifer said when he was 
on the city’s Planning Com- 
mission, he had voted against 
Walmart’s original site design 
because it didn’t match up with 
city code, but that ifa business 
meets the code, “equal treat- 
ment under the law means we 
permit them.” He added that 
it’s up to the electorate to then 
inform the city how they feel 
about new or different types 
of development. 


Four more years 
Pat O’Grady, owner of 


Warrenton Auto & Marine 
Repair, asked how long New- 
ton and Balensifer plan to stay 
with the City Commission. At 
a previous meeting, O’Grady 
had spoken in support of 
Newton as mayor. Balensifer 
replied that he had not consid- 
ered running for mayor previ- 
ously because he’d assumed 
Kujala would still be mayor. 

“Tf there’s a good person in 
office, running the city well, 
why run against them?” he 
said. 

Both men then said they 
were committed to run- 
ning for another four years if 
appointed as mayor. 

Other residents who gave 
public comments — includ- 
ing Balensifer’s father and 
Newton’s longtime friend, 


four years 


Mike Balensifer — urged 
Ackley and Dyer to vote for 
Balensifer. 

“Tt think the commission 
has already made their deci- 
sion on who should be our next 
mayor,” said Lyla Gaebel, a 
former Sunset Empire Trans- 
portation District board mem- 
ber. She pointed out that for) 
all of these years, they have 
continued to select him to 
serve aS mayor pro tem, act- 
ing as mayor if Kujala was. 
unavailable. She commended, 
Newton for applying for the 
position, but, she said, han- 
dling city budgets, codes and 
policies is very different from 
business. 

“At this time,” she said, 
“J don’t believe you have the 
experience in government.” 


Consultant to learn where water flows, goes — 


The Columbia Press 


Warrenton took a step to- 
ward fixing a longtime ex- 
pensive water problem this 
week. 

Kennedy/Jenks Consul- 
tant, a company specializing 
in municipal water systems, 
was hired to conduct an in- 
flow and infiltration study. 

The $90,000 project will 
be covered by grants and 
low-cost loans covering 63 
percent of the cost. 

The U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency’s Safe 
Drinking Water Loan pro- 
gram awarded the money 
because it views Warrenton 
as a disadvantaged city. In 
Warrenton’s case, there are 
lots of miles of aging pipe 
without enough taxpay- 
ers per mile to adequately 
maintain them. 

One of Warrenton’s big- 
gest water problems is that 
it has too much. 

Surface water from heavy 


rain or high tides flows into 
the sewer system and heads 
to the treatment plant, 
which means the city is 
treating a lot more “waste- 
water” than necessary. 

The inflow and infiltration 
study will determine ways 
to reduce that water inflow. 

“This will be great for the 
community because it’s go- 
ing to save money,” Public 
Works Director Jim Dunn 
told the City Commission 
on Tuesday. “And it will 
help our capacity at the 
sewer treatment plant.” 

In other action, the com- 
mission: 

¢ Declared a 2003 Chevro- 
let Impala as surplus prop- 
erty and voted unanimous- 
ly to donate the car to the 
nonprofit Columbia Behav- 
ioral Healthcare. The dona- 
tion was suggested by Police 
Chief Matthew Workman 
after learning of the agen- 
cy’s needs for a vehicle. 

* Gave its consensus to 


issue a request for propos- 
als from lawyers interested 
in becoming the city attor- 
ney. “We lost 40-something 
years of experience when we 
lost the Snows,” City Man- 
ager Linda Engbretson said. 
Longtime City Attorney Hal 
Snow died late last year. 

* Voted to execute a loan 
agreement that will al- 
low Public Works Director 
Dunn to purchase automat- 
ed water meters to replace 
the city’s remaining older 
meters. 

¢ Appointed Scott Lindahl 
of Ohana Media Group to 
the Warrenton Business As- 
sociation. 

The WBA advises the City 
Commission on _ business 
issues and suggests ways to 
spend money from business 
license fees to best serve the 
business community. 

There are two remaining 
open positions on the WBA. 
To apply, call 503-861- 
2233: -3-3!l-Qol7 
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Kujala takes bow as Warrenton mayor 


Balensifer, 
Newton vie 
for open post 


By ERICK BENGEL 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Before 
his family, friends, supporters 
and “Thank You” balloons, 
Mayor Mark Kujala struck 
his gavel a final time Tues- 
day night after serving more 
than a decade on the City 
Commission. 

Earlier this month, Kujala 
announced he would step 
down to focus on his fam- 
ily and business. The com- 
mission will vote to appoint 
Kujala’s successor at the next 
meeting in April. Commis- 
sioners Henry Balensifer and 
Rick Newton plan to nominate 
themselves. 

Because the commission 
will have four members, a tie 
vote could complicate mat- 
ters. Balensifer, the mayor pro 
tem, will remain acting mayor 
until the position is filled. 

“That’ll be interesting, 
to see how it shakes out,” 


Erick Bengel/The Daily Astorian 


Mayor Mark Kujala, center, accepts a plaque in recognition and apprecation of his service 
on the City Commission, flanked by Commissioners Tom Dyer, left, and Henry Balensifer. 


Newton said. 

Kujala, the owner of Ski- 
panon Brand Seafood, served 
on the commission 12 years, 
five as mayor. In the 2014 
election, he became the city’s 
first elected mayor. Histori- 
cally, city commissioners had 
appointed the mayor for a 
one-year term, as Kujala was 
in 2011, 2013 and 2014. 


Kujala helped guide the 
city during the Great Coastal 
Gale of 2007. More recently, 
he emphasized urban renewal 
and economic development. 
He sought to certify Warren- 
ton’s levees while challenging 
the Federal Emergency Man- 
agement Agency’s plans to 
implement flood plain maps 
that may overstate Warren- 


ton’s flood risk and cause 
spikes in insurance rates. 
Kujala also oversaw the 
community during the divi- 
sive dispute over Oregon 
LNG’s attempts to build a liq- 
uefied natural gas pipeline 
and terminal on the Skipanon 
Peninsula. After the proposed 


See KUJALA, Page 7A 
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Kujala: * You guys 
are in good hands with 
this City Commission’ 


Continued from Page 1A 


energy project collapsed last 
year when investors pulled 
out, Kujala declared that 
Warrenton is still “open for 
business.” 

The large turnout at Tues- 
day’s meeting included his 
wife, Alana, and their nearly 
2-year-old daughter, Kar- 
lie; his mother, Judy, father, 
Norman, and sister, Marie. 


‘Dutiful servant’ 

Kujala’s_ fellow com- 
missioners, City Manager 
Linda Engbretson and City 
Recorder Dawne Shaw told 
him that his absence at the 
dais will be felt. Newton and 
Commissioner Pam Ackley 
said that Warrenton’s next 
mayor has “big shoes to fill.” 

Balensifer — who, on 
behalf of the city, gave 
Kujala a plaque “in recog- 
nition and appreciation” — 
credited the outgoing mayor 
with getting him involved in 
city government. 

Commissioner Tom Dyer 
said Kujala “has been a duti- 
ful servant for the people 
of Warrenton, and he’ll be 
missed tremendously.” 

Dyer, who retired last 
year from the Oregon State 
Police, cautioned Kujala that 
leaving the commission will 
be “kind of like retirement: 
You’re going to have with- 
drawals, but you’ll make it 
through.” 

Engbretson, who was the 
city recorder when Kujala 
joined the commission, told 
him, “You’ve represented 
the city well, and I know 
you will continue to do so. 
I will miss you, and I hope 
you will continue to take my 
calls.” 

Kujala assured Warren- 
ton residents: “You guys are 
in good hands with this City 
Commission.” 

Turning to city staff and 
department heads, he said, 
“Thank goodness that you 


guys have decided public 
service is the way you want 
to devote your time. It’s a 
blessing — it really is.” 


‘I did want the job’ 

Kujala recounted several 
poignant moments from his 
tenure on the commission, 
from his first LNG-related 
public meeting — which, 
he said, “was really the eye- 
opener for me about how 
important of a role it was, to 
be on the City Commission” 
— to the day Pacific Coast 
Seafood CEO Frank Dulcich 
told him, as they stood over 
the remains of the seafood 
plant after it burned down 
in 2013, that the company 
would rebuild, a promise it 
is now fulfilling. 

One of Kujala’s favorite 
moments, he said, was when 
he ventured out into the 
rain in 2014 seeking votes 
for the upcoming election, 
and residents observed that 
he must really want the job 
to be campaigning in such 
weather. 

“I did want the job,” he 
said, “and I have enjoyed 
it. I wouldn’t trade it for 
anything.” 


In other business: 

¢ The City Commission 
agreed to issue a request for 
proposal to obtain city attor- 
ney services. Warrenton 


has been relying on con-| 


tracted counsel since City 
Attorney Hal Snow died in 
December. 


. The commis- 
sion approved Kennedy/ 
Jenks Consultants’ pro- | 


posal for engineering ser- 


vices to conduct an infiltra- | 
tion and inflow study of the 
city’s sewer and stormwater 


systems. 


¢ The Warrenton Busi- 


ness Association presented 
Jon D. Bletscher, owner of 
North Coast Dental Clinic, 
with this year’s Community 
Pride Award. 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 
The Eighth Street Dam in Warrenton is the subject of a clash between the city and the Skipanon Water Control District. 


Eighth Street Dam ‘antiquated, dangerous 


an we just cut through all the 

right-fighting, mudslinging, 
name-shifting (it’s not really a “dam,” 
it’s a “flood control structure”), legal 
drama and, ka-ching, resulting legal 
bills, and get down to brass tacks? 
You, the city of Warrenton, are about 
to slap some tide gates, if given the 
green light, on an outdated, obso- 
lete 53-year-old dam whose shelf-life 
expired in 2014. 

After reading “A Report To Con- 
gress On Aging Water Infrastruc- 
ture,” a damning fiscal year 2000 U.S. 
Department of Agriculture/National 
Resources Conservation Service study, 
which includes our beloved Eighth 
Street “structure” in its study group, 


it is clear that the Skipanon Water 
Control District is guilty of trying to 
inform and protect the citizens along 
the Skipanon River, and within the 
city limits of Warrenton, from this out- 
moded sham dam. 

Page 1 of this report, “Time Takes 
Its Toll,” and Page 5, “Potential For 
Loss Of Life Caused By Dam Fail- 
ures,” detail why old earthen dams, 
such as ours, should be decommis- 
sioned after 50 years, and how truly 
dangerous they are. Indeed, this report 
indicates that the failures of these 
small- to medium-sized dams have 
resulted in the majority of dam-re- 
lated fatalities in the U.S. Our particu- 
lar dam was inspected by the Oregon 


Water Resources Department in 2012, | 
five years ago, andthe dam hazard 
then was rated between “significant” ~ 
and “high.” 

So, citizens of Warrenton, before 
we take on this potential public safety : 
hazard and legal liability, and dig 
deeper into this money pit for the sake 
of “flood control,” let us first ask: i 
Why? Why are Mayor Mark Kujala, | 
the Warrenton City Commission and © 
the Nygaards so suddenly and com- 
pletely fixated over seizing control of, | 
and operating, this antiquated, danger- | 
ous structure? It just doesn’t pass the | 
sniff test. 


KATHLEEN ZUNKEL 
3-3)-2O17 Warrenton 


»Who will 
be mayor? 


By Cinpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


Residents will get an opportunity next 
week to interview the next mayor. 

The City Commission expects to ap- 
point one of themselves to the position, 
which was vacated by Mark Kujala on 


March 28. But they 
want the townsfolk to 
have a say in who takes 
the title. 

Mayor Pro Tem Hen- 
ry Balensifer, 28, and 
Commissioner Rick 
Newton, 63, both have 
put their hats into the 
ring. 


Balensifer 


A public hearing will be at 6 p.m. Tues- 
day, April 25, in commission chambers 
at City Hall, 225 S. Main Ave. The public 


dents. 
“I love 


Newton | 


he retired late last year. 


“I’ve got the time to do it since ’m 
retired and don’t have any constraints 
on my time. I’m not in it just for 20 


months.” 


Newton brought forth the resolution 
to become a “city of inclusivity,” which 
rejects using city resources to target un- | 


Warrenton, 
© having lived here pretty 

much all my life,” said 
Newton, who owned War- 
renton Auto Parts on Main Avenue until 


is invited to meet both 
men, hear why they 
want the office and to 
question them about is- 
sues important to resi- 


documented people. It was adopted at 
the April 11 commission meeting. 
And Newton, along with Commis- 


i = 
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See ‘Mayor’ on page 4 


Mayor: Public input sought (© 


Continued from Page 1 
sioner Pam Ackley, voted 
last year against signing 
an agreement with the Co- 
lumbia River Estuary Task 
Force and the Skipanon Wa- 
ter Control District, which 
would have allowed removal 
of the Eighth Street Dam. 
Balensifer points to his five 


years on the commission, 
which appointed him vice 
mayor his first year — a job 
he has held since he’s been 
on the panel. 

“I've been shadowing the 
former mayor for five years 
and been involved in any 
meeting when the may- 
or couldn’t go,” Balensifer 
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He established Warren-. 


ton High Fisheries Inc., also 
while still in high school. 
Students continue to oper- 
ate the research station de- 
signed to promote, restore 
and enhance a healthy envi- 
ronment for fish. 


“I’m the only one who has" 
introduced legislation to the | 


commission,” he added. Two 
of his ordinances are on the 
books today: one that allows 
police to prevent unlicensed | 
drinking parties in public 
parks, and one requiring an 
equal number of votes to 
pass measures as the mea- 
sure itself would require, | 
once the measure is passed. 
“I’m just a guy interested in 
public service,” he said. 
Newton and_ Balensifer 
both gave a nod to Kujala, 
who kept meetings running 
smoothly and behavior civil. 
They want to continue to do 
the same without the divi- 


siveness found on some oth- 
er boards. | 

“The commission has func- | 
tioned really well in the last. 
year,” Newton said. “Even 
when we disagree, we get 
along fine.” 

After Tuesday’s hearing, 
the City Commission will 
vote to appoint either New- 
ton or Balensifer. If it’s a 
tie vote, Balensifer would 
retain his position as may- 
or pro tem and fill in as the 
mayor during commission 
meetings until Kujala’s seat 
comes up for election. 

Regardless how the may- 
or’s spot is filled, those in- 
terested in filling the vacant 
seat on the commission are 
asked to give a resume with 


said. “I’ve been involved in 
traveling and taking time to 
participate in most of these 
meetings already.” 

It frustrates him when peo- 
ple ask if he has enough time 
for the job. 

“I'm not the only person 
who’s still working who’s in- 
volved in city government,” 
he said. Balensifer pointed 
out that he has attended ey- 


qualifications and a cove! 
letter to interim City Record- 
er Dawne Shaw at City Hall. 
The resume and cover lette1 
also can be mailed to Shaw 
at P.O. Box 250, Warrenton 
OR 97146. 

For more information, call 
503-861-2233. 


ery Monday morning “May- 
or’s Coffee” since he’s been 
on the commission. 

While still a high school 
student, Balensifer was ap- 
pointed by Gov. Ted Kulon- 
goski to the statewide Or- 
egon 150 Commission and 
worked alongside former 
Gov. Barbara Roberts over- 
seeing a state grants pro- 
gram. 


Coming to a street near you: Improvement projects 


The Columbia Press 


The city is constructing its five-year 
capital improvement plan, figuring 
out the best ways to spend money on 
the big projects and purchases War- 
renton will need in the near future. 

Among the plans: new playground 
equipment at Robinson Commu- 
nity Park, finishing the waterfront 
trail to Fort Stevens, resurfacing the 
tennis courts, putting in new wa- 

ter lines to Hammond, beefing up 
the dikes near the Premarq Center 
and the airport, stabilizing banks at 


Hammond Marina and resurfacing 


or fixing at least 10 streets. 

The Capital Improvement Pro- 
gram, or CIP, lets the city plan and 
set aside money for future big pur- 
chases and projects. 

Capital assets are those with an 
initial cost of more than $5,000 and 
a useful life beyond the five-year 
plan. All land, regardless of cost, is 
considered a capital asset. The city 
reviews and revises the plan every 
year, shortly before adopting the 
budget. City Commissioners re- 
viewed the CIP Tuesday night. 

Sometimes the decisions are diffi- 
cult, such as making repairs at North 


Main Avenue and Northwest Sev- 
enth Place, a little-used road made 
of expensive-to-remove concrete. 
There are sewer and water lines un- 
der the road and it’s essential to fix 
before planned water projects can 
be completed. Repairs are estimated 
at $367,000. 

“Any pavement manager would tell 
you it’s gone too far,” Public Works 
Director Jim Dunn said. “We’re go- 
ing to spend a lot of money on a road 
that’s not heavily traveled.” 

Other decisions are easy, such 


Projects: Parks, sewer, streets, marina 


Continued from Page 1 


as the $10,000 to raise two 
spots where the levees are 
low. 

“On your $10,000 bud- 
get, you can do more than 
just drive out and look at it,” 
asked Commissioner Rick 


Newton. 

City Engineer Collin Stelzig 
assured them that the city 
owns equipment to do the 
work, so spreading addition- 
al rock on the embankments 
isn’t very labor-intensive. 

The biggest and most ex- 


pensive projects are those 
dealing with water and sewer 
improvements. 

“Our storm system is real- 
ly massive and our resourc- 
es are really low,” said Kyle 
Sharpsteen, Public Works 


Operations Manager. 


See ‘Projects’ on Page 3 


Here is a sampling of the 
projects expected in the 
2017-2018 fiscal year: 

¢ Street improvements to 
Southeast Anchor Avenue 
from Harbor to Southeast 
Third; Southwest Fourth 
Street between South Main 
and Southwest Alder Court; 
North Main Avenue at 
Northeast Seventh Street; 
Southwest Second Street 
between Elm and Gardenia. 

¢ Sewer projects to the 
pump station at Southeast 
Second and Marlin Ave- 
nue, upgrades to the pump 
station on Northwest Jetty 
Street near Buoy 9 Restau- 
rant; collector line replace- 
ment at Southeast 12” 


te oY 


ede 


s to get improvements 


Street and Marlin Avenue 
pump station upgrade a 
Northwest Seventh Avenue 
and Enterprise Street. 

¢ In the sanitation catego: 
ry, upgrades will be made 
to the recycling center be 
hind El Compadre Restau- 
rant and the city’s fuel de 
pot will get a spill-contro 
station. 

e Under the general fund 
the city plans to replace one 
of its police patrol vehicles 
improve the Skipanon Trai 
near Northeast First Street 
add irrigation to the Rob 
inson Park ball field, anc 
facilitate erection of thx 
VFW’s veterans monumen 
in front of the post office. 


April 28, 2017 


New officer sworn in; no 


decision yet on mayor’s post 


Police Officer Joshua Hollaway’s fiance Calandes 
Reding, affixes his shield Tuesday night. 


By Cinpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


A new police officer was sworn 


' 


in this week, but a new mayor will | 


have to wait. 


Josh Hollaway, who was born in | 


Astoria, raised in Warrenton and 
is a 2002 graduate of Warrenton 
High School, became the city’s new- 
est policeman. 

Police Chief Matt Workman in- 
troduced Hollaway to a packed city 
commission chambers, describing 
him as a beloved longtime local 
boy, and Mayor Pro Tem Henry 
Balensifer swore him in. Then Hol- 
laway’s fiancé, Calandra Redman, 
performed the pinning honors. 

It was a treat for the crowd, most 
of whom had come to ask questions 
or watch as the city’s new mayor 


See ‘Mayor’ on Page 4 


Mayor: Choice expected at next meeting — 


Continued from Page 1 


was selected. 

But at the end of the public 
hearing, city commissioners 
postponed their vote between 
Mayor Pro Tem Henry Balen- 
sifer and Commissioner Rick 
Newton until the next meet- 
ing. 

“We're very fortunate to 
have the integrity of both 
these men,” said Tom Dyer, 
who, as the next senior-rank- 
ing member of the commis- 
sion, was chosen to lead the 


public hearing. “Rick’s dad, - 


my dad and Henry’s grandma 
all have served as mayor.” 

The panel, now just four 
members after the resigna- 
tion last month of Mayor 
Mark Kujala, appears to be 
split. 

Balensifer is 28, works full 
time and serves on several 
boards, including the Port 
of Astoria’s Airport Advisory 
Committee. He is a college 
graduate with a background 
in politics and conflict res- 
olution. While still in high 
school, he formed a nonprofit 
agency and was appointed to 
several state boards. 


Newton, 63, ran a success- a 


ful business in Warrenton for 
nearly 40 years, studied busi- 
ness at Portland State Uni- 
versity and is retired. 

Both men have the ener- 
gy and time to devote to the 
city’s business, they said. 

“The commission has, for 
all these years, selected him 
(Balensifer) for mayor pro 
tem, which says they have the 
faith in him to serve in that 
position,” said Lylla Gaebel, 
a former city commissioner. 
But Newton’s time will come, 
she added. 

Two businesses, Marxen & 
Hall and Englund Marine, 
sent letters to the commis- 
sion recommending Newton. 

Audience member Bob 
Bridgens asked whether ei- 
ther candidate had political 
ambitions beyond the city 
post and, if so, whether their 
votes could be affected by a 
desire to ease friction over 
the other entity's interests. 

“I have no further political 
ambitions, and so would, of 
course, always vote for what 
is in Warrenton’s best inter- 
est,” Newton responded. 

Previously, Balensifer had 
expressed an interest in the 
county commission seat that 


will be vacated by Chairmar 
Scott Lee. 

“I will always act in War. 
renton’s best interest,” Bal- 
ensifer said. Because Kujalz 
was an experienced leader ir 
the mayor’s seat, he’d neve! 
considered the post until Ku- 
jala stepped down, he said. 

“You're responsible, firs! 
and foremost, to the citizens 
who elected you,” Balensife1 
said. “But there’s a way tc 
vote your conscience without 
alienating those from other 
government entities.” 

He does not plan to seek 
Lee’s seat if selected mayor, 
he said. 

Even Mike Balensifer, who 
came to support his son as 
mayor, acknowledged both 
men would do the job well. 

“I’ve been a friend of Rick 
for over 40 years,” he said, to 
which Newton corrected him, 
saying it was 50 years. “You 
have two good candidates 
and it’s going to be a tough 
decision.” 

THE VACANT SEAT 

There is a vacant seat on 
the commission with Kujala’s 
resignation. 

Members of the public who 
may be interested in serving 
on the Warrenton City Com- 
mission should provide a re- 
sume and cover letter to the 
city. These should be given to 
Deputy City Recorder Dawne 
Shaw at City Hall, 225 S. 
Main Ave. Or mailed to her at 
P.O. Box 250, Warrenton OR 


97146. 


City signs lease for new library 


The Columbia Press 


The former Serendipity Cafe building at 160 S. Main Ave. will 
be rented by the city for its new library. 


aside for recarpeting City 
Hall — into the library fund. 
It will cover the move, ini- 
tial building improvements, 
expected higher utility costs 
and rent for the remainder of 
this fiscal year. : 

Rent is $2,085 per month 
on the building, which has 
2,295 square feet of usable 
space. 

“This is a temporary loca- 
tion until a permanent lo- 
cation can be determined, 
whether it’s that site or at a 
different location,” Engbret- 


son said. “The Library Com- 
mittee is pretty excited to 
have a safe location for their 
library.” 

The building already meets 
codes for handicapped acces- 
sibility, but smoke detectors 
and a door push-bar for easi- 
er access will be added. 

“It’s a good day for our li- 
brary,” Mayor Pro Tem Hen- 
ry Balensifer said after the 
vote. “There’s been a lot of 
work and time go into this. ... 
The library is a much-needed 
asset for our community.” 


April 28, 2017 


New library, 


Finally! It’s been a long 
time coming and we are 
one step closer now that the 
city has signed the lease for 
the Old Bank Building, aka 
Serendipity, which will be 
referred to hereafter as The 
New Library. 

At least until we get the 
Warrenton Community Li- 
brary sign moved! 

This is a huge deal for the 
community, especially for 
those of us who wanted the 
library to be in that building 
since the early ‘90s. 

We had hoped to be open 
again by May 1, but that’s 
probably not going to hap- 
pen. The school district has 
contracted with a company 
to clean the building and 
that’s a big job. Then, when 
it’s clean, there will be some 
painting done on the interi- 
or. 

After the paint dries, it will 
take a couple of days for car- 
peting to be installed. Then 
we can move in. 

Warrenton High School 
will choose students to help 
us do the actual moving of 
shelving and boxes and they 
will require a week’s notice. 

This is so very exciting, but 
also very nerve-wracking 
for me because I am leaving 
for vacation in the middle 
of May and I can’t change it 
because tickets and reserva- 
tions have been paid for. 

As soon as we know the 
moving-in date, I will con- 
tact the Columbia Press and 
the Daily Astorian to get the 
word out. I’ll also post it on 
our Facebook page and on 
the city’s new FB page as 
well. 

In the meantime, while 


Sy 


at long last 


were waiting, remember 
that the Summer Reading 
Program is fast approaching 
and this year we can host the 
performers at the library in- 
stead of offsite. 

The theme will be “Build- 
ing a Better World.” Our 
kick-off party will be Satur- 
day, June 10, from noon to 1. 

Our scheduled performers 
this year are Greg Gustafson 
and his Five Border Collies 
on Friday, June 23; Penny’s 
Puppets on Friday, June 30; 
and Dragon Theater Pup- 
pets on Friday, July 14. 

We will have another 
friendly reading competi- 
tion between Astoria, Sea- 
side and Warrenton, but 
that won’t commence until 
winter. 


“Children read to learn 
-- even when they are read- 
ing fantasy, nonsense, light 
verse, comics or the copy on 
cereal packets, they are ex- 
panding their minds all the 
time, enlarging their vocab- 
ulary, making discoveries: 
it is all new to them.” Joan 
Aiken 


Nettie-Lee Calog is site 
manager for Warrenton 
Community Library. 


Nettie-Lee Calog, site man- 
ager for Warrenton Commu- 
nity Library, could not be 
happier. 

She and school district offi- 
cials conducted a walk-through 
last week of the site that will 
become her new domain: a new 
library across from City Hall 
on Main Avenue. On Tuesday 
night, the City Commission 
unanimously approved the 
lease with the district, which 
owns the building. 

Already her assistants and 
volunteers are packing books, 
shelves, desks and computers 
for the move, expected with- 
in the next few weeks. The 
library was forced to move 
from a smaller building along 
Pacific Drive in Hammond 
after structural defects were 
found there. 

While many view the loca- 
tion as ideal — in the heart of 
downtown Warrenton — City 
Manager Linda Engbretson 
reminded everyone that the 
location may be temporary as 
the lease is for one year only. 
The school district wants to 
sell the building and the city 
would need to convince vot- 
ers to approve a new tax be- 
fore it could buy the building 
or continue to rent it past the 
one-year lease. 

City Commissioners on 
Tuesday transferred $15,000 
from the city’s general fund 
— money that had been set 


Warrenton 
Library 
bustles at 
new spot 


City looks at larger 
levy for growth, staff 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Warrenton Com- 
munity Library has only been open at its new 
location on Main Avenue for five days and 
has already signed up several dozen new 
cardholders. 

City staff and commissioners believe the | 
library will only continue to stay busy — if 
not get busier — now that it has moved from 
cramped, ramshackle quarters in Hammond 
to a larger building that used to house the 
Serendipity Cafe, in the heart of downtown. 

But in order to fully fund library opera- 
tions now and into the future — and allow 
the library to expand hours, increase from a 
bare-bones staff or offer new programs —| 
the levy that funds library operations needs| 
to be increased from $0.095 cents per $1,000 | 
assessed property value to at least 25 cents, 
city staff and library board members said. 
The five-year levy expires this year and any 
proposed increase will go in front of voters 
in November. 

Going up to 25 cents would give the 
library only about $40,000 extra to put 
b-R25- 2° 

See LIBRARY, Page 7A 


Danny Miller/The Daily Astorian 
lettie-Lee Calog, Warrenton Community Library site| 
lanager, checks out books to Warrenton resident Con- 
tance Davis at the old location for the Warrenton Com- 
lunity Library in Hammond in March. The new location 
1 downtown Warrenton is attracting more attention. 


Library: Staffed 
by two part-time 
employees and 

multiple volunteers 


HAMMe Ad 
Library 
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toward new programs or 
staff, City Manager Linda 
Engbretson said. 

“We’ve run conservative 
for a very long time,” said 
Librarian Nettie-Lee Calog. 
“We can stay frugal.” 

The funds levied cur- 
rently aren’t enough to fund 
the library, said Commis- 
sioner Rick Newton during 
a work session Tuesday, 
pointing out that the library 
required a transfer of funds 
from the city budget’s gen- 
eral fund. 

Mayor Henry Balen- 
sifer and recently appointed 
Commissioner Mark Bald- 
win pushed for more, 
though. They asked city 
staff and library board mem- 
bers to give them the “full 
picture” of what the library 
needs and wants, and bring 
back numbers that reflect an 
even bigger increase to the 
levy, in addition to the pro- 
posed 25-cent increase. 

For comparison, a police 
levy voters passed assesses 
28 cents per $1,000 property 
value and only covers a sin- 
gle position, city staff said. 

“And we’re talking about 
a whole library,” Newton 
said. 

The city is still figuring 
out what it costs to be at the 
new location. They simply 
haven’t been in the building 
long enough to know what 
a full month’s worth of util- 
ity bills looks like, Finance 
Director April Clark said. 
Nor do they know what it 
will cost to be in the build- 
ing during the winter. 

Meanwhile, the needs of 
the library have changed. 
The new location is much 
bigger and the uptick in busi- 
ness makes managing the 
large space more difficult. 

“Tt used to be I could run 
the place by myself because 
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you (could) see everything 
that’s going on,” Calog said. 
“That’s not going to happen 
here.” 

The library is staffed by 
two part-time employees 
— Calog works 25 hours a 
week and another employee 
works only 11.5 hours — 
and multiple volunteers. 

The library has just shy 
of 4,000 cardholders, pri- 
marily Warrenton residents 
but with several out-of- 
town users. If voters pass an 
increased levy, the library 
board contemplates add- 
ing staff, increasing hours 
of operation and expand- 
ing programs and services. 
For example, none of the 
library’s collection is cat- 
aloged in a digital system. 
Calog and her volunteers 
still stamp date-due slips in 
the backs of books. 

Since moving into the 


Serendipity building, the 


library has gained a host of 
new volunteers in addition 
to new library cardholders. 
Calog has spoken to a num- 
ber of people who told her 
they didn’t even know War- 
renton had a library. 

“But now we’re right on 
Main street and people can 
see us,” Calog said after the 
meeting. 

“T think people are going 
to fall in love with this loca- 
tion,” Engbretson said. 

She and the commis- 
sioners believe the com- 
munity would support an 
increased levy. But, Eng- 
bretson warned, “there are 
some folks we’re not going 
to be popular with.” 

The library board and 
city staff plan to collect more 
information about several 
different levy rate increase 
scenarios and what they 
could mean for the library. 
They will discuss this infor-| 
mation with the commission. 
at a future meeting. 


If 


families will be moving in. Our whole 
you look at libraries nowadays, they’re 
not just books. They're a comprehen- 
sive hub for the community.” 
Warrenton Community Library had 
been housed in what had been the for- 
mer City Hall of Hammond before it 
unincorporated and became part of | 
Warrenton. But the building was too 
small and was showing severe structur- 
6-50 ‘A017 See ‘Library’ on Page 8 


Mayor Henry Balensifer said. “Young 
demographics will be changing. ... 


By Cinpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


Taxpayers to decide library funding 
“T think a library is a foundation for a 

good city,” City Commission Rick New- 
“In the next five years, we’re going to 

see unprecedented growth in the city,” 


The city’s taxpayers will decide wheth- 
er Warrenton’s library stays and grows 


or is shuttered and goes. 
on bringing library funding before the 


ton said Tuesday night at a work session 
voters. 


June 30, 2017 


Library: Voters to decide whether to keep 


Continued from Page 1 
al problems. : 

In March, the city signed a lease with 
Warrenton-Hammond School District 
on the former Serendipity Café building 
the district owns on Main Avenue in the 
heart of downtown. The library opened 
in its new location a week ago. 

Now citizens must decide whether 
they’re willing to continue funding it. 

Today, property owners pay 9.5 cents 
per $1,000 of assessed value or $9.50 
per year for a home worth $100,000. 

But the 9.5-cent tax expires or “sun- 
sets” next year. 

City Commissioners decid- 
ed Tuesday that voters will be 
asked to take on another five- 
year tax levy. But this time 
it’s likely to be 25 cents per 
$1,000 on property owners’ 
annual tax bills, 

“We have a central location, 
we have parking, we have a 


structurally sound building K. Bale 


and a concrete floor to cover 
the weight of the books,” said 
Kelsey Balensifer, the mayor’s 
wife and chairwoman of the 
city’s Library Committee. 

But it’s unknown whether it 
will be a permanent location, 
she said. 

The school district wants to 
sell the building; the city may 
be interested in buying it, but _ 
needs to ensure it’s the right | 
fit. 

Commissioner Mark Bald- 
win, a contractor appointed 
to the commission earlier this 
month, suggested the city stop 
looking for other solutions. 

“It would be $500,000 to 
build something similar and 
that’s after you own the prop- 
erty,” said Baldwin, who has done a 
building inspection at the new location. 
“I think it’s a solid structure. The build- 
ing’s heating system needs some work, 
but you’d have some problems with any 
building. All in all, it’s got good bones.” 

Library Committee members present- 
ed a list of essentials to keep the library 
open and a list of “wants.” 

Among the essentials: Rent (or build- 
ing ownership), increased hours and 
staffing, e-books, children’s programs 


nsifer 


Baldwin 


Calog 


(homework tutoring, reading incen- 
tive programs, story time), communl- 
ty events (author readings, a writers 
group, a book club), adult literacy and 
English as a second language tutoring, 
and marketing. 

Among the wants: More bilingual 
books, new chairs and tables, student 
or professional artist displays, a com- 
munity bulletin board, more money for 
replacement books, a wall mural. 

“Some things don’t cost anything,” 
committee member Rochelle Coulombe 
said. “It’s the rent and the salaries we 
need to cover.” 

It’s hard to judge — with the library 
open just five days in its new 
location — how popular the site 
will be and how much the pub- 
lic will demand extra programs 
and hours. 

Volunteers already cover 
much of the labor, but during 
the first five days, part-time site 
w= manager Nettie-Lee Calog said 

* she’s been so busy she has yet 
to retreat to her office to handle 
operational matters. 

“We're nearly at 4,000 (li- 
brary) cards out,” Calog said. 
The city’s population was esti- 
mated at 5,282 in 2016. 

Were voters to approve a levy 
that continued the 9.5 cents, it 
would bring in approximate- 
ly $50,600 for the library in| 
the 2018-19 fiscal year. That 
wouldn’t cover salary and ben- 
efits for a full-time employee, 
much less the rent, utilities and | 
other requirements of keeping | 
the program running. | 

At a levy of 25 cents, an es- 
s timated $133,243 would be 
raised in the 2018-19 fiscal | 
year. That number still is too | 
low for keeping a vibrant pro- 
gram running, but it is a start, 
commissioners said. 

The city needs to decide whether sell- 
ing the former building in Hammond 
could fund part of a new library build- 
ing purchase or go into the general 
fund. The levy would be used to fund 
the library’s operation, not pay for a 
building purchase. 

The issue will return to the City Com- 
mission in July or August, when it must 
adopt the title for the November ballot. 
A new tax levy would be for another 
five-year term. 


” 


you look at libraries nowadays, they're 
not just books. They're a comprehen- 

Warrenton Community Library had 
been housed in what had been the for- 
mer City Hall of Hammond before it 


sive hub for the community. 
small and was showing severe structur- 
6-30 :AO!7 See ‘Library’ on Page 8 


unincorporated and became part of 
Warrenton. But the building was too 


families will be moving in. Our whole 
demographics will be changing. ... If 


Mayor Henry Balensifer said. “Young 


to 


re going 


’ 


By Cinpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


huttered and goes. 
“I think a library is a foundation for a 


good city,” City Commission Rick New- 


. 


The city’s taxpayers will decide wheth- 
or is s 


er Warrenton’s library stays and grows 


“In the next five years, we 
see unprecedented growth in the city, 


Taxpayers to decide library funding 


ton said Tuesday night at a work session 
on bringing library funding before the 


voters. 
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Library: Voters to decide whether to keep 


Continued from Page 1 
al problems. 

In March, the city signed a lease with 
Warrenton-Hammond School District 
on the former Serendipity Café building 
the district owns on Main Avenue in the 
heart of downtown. The library opened 
in its new location a week ago. 

Now citizens must decide whether 
they’re willing to continue funding it. 

Today, property owners pay 9.5 cents 
per $1,000 of assessed value or $9.50 
per year for a home worth $100,000. 

But the 9.5-cent tax expires or “sun- 
sets” next year. | 

City Commissioners decid- 
ed Tuesday that voters will be 
asked to take on another five- 
year tax levy. But this time 
it’s likely to be 25 cents per 
$1,000 on property owners’ 
annual tax bills. 

“We have a central location, 
we have parking, we have a 
structurally sound building K. 
and a concrete floor to cover 
the weight of the books,” said 
Kelsey Balensifer, the mayor’s 
wife and chairwoman of the 
city’s Library Committee. 

But it’s unknown whether it 
will be a permanent location, 
she said. 

The school district wants to 
sell the building; the city may 
be interested in buying it, but 
needs to ensure it’s the right 
fit. 

Commissioner Mark Bald- 
win, a contractor appointed 
to the commission earlier this 
month, suggested the city stop 
looking for other solutions. 

“It would be $500,000 to 
build something similar and 
that’s after you own the prop- 
erty,” said Baldwin, who has done a 
building inspection at the new location. 
“I think it’s a solid structure. The build- 
ing’s heating system needs some work, 
but you'd have some problems with any 
building. All in all, it’s got good bones.” 

Library Committee members present- 
ed a list of essentials to keep the library 
open and a list of “wants.” 

Among the essentials: Rent (or build- 
ing ownership), increased hours and 
staffing, e-books, children’s programs 


Balensifer 


Baldwin 


) Calog 


(homework tutoring, reading incen- 
tive programs, story time), communi- 
ty events (author readings, a writers 
group, a book club), adult literacy and 
English as a second language tutoring, 
and marketing. 

Among the wants: More bilingual 
books, new chairs and tables, student 
or professional artist displays, a com- 
munity bulletin board, more money for 
replacement books, a wall mural. 

“Some things don’t cost anything,” 
committee member Rochelle Coulombe 
said. “It’s the rent and the salaries we 
need to cover.” 

It’s hard to judge — with the library 
open just five days in its new 
location — how popular the site 
will be and how much the pub- 
lic will demand extra programs 
and hours. 

Volunteers already cover 
much of the labor, but during 
the first five days, part-time site 
| manager Nettie-Lee Calog said 
~ she’s been so busy she has yet 
to retreat to her office to handle 
operational matters. 

“We're nearly at 4,000 (li- 
brary) cards out,” Calog said. 
The city’s population was esti- 
mated at 5,282 in 2016. 

Were voters to approve a levy 
that continued the 9.5 cents, it 
would bring in approximate- 
ly $50,600 for the library in 
the 2018-19 fiscal year. That 
wouldn’t cover salary and ben- 
efits for a full-time employee, 
much less the rent, utilities and 
other requirements of keeping 
the program running. 

. At a levy of 25 cents, an es- 

fe timated $133,243 would be 
Si raised in the 2018-19 fiscal 
year. That number still is too 
low for keeping a vibrant pro- 
gram running, but it is a start, 
commissioners said. 

The city needs to decide whether sell- 
ing the former building in Hammond 
could fund part of a new library build- 
ing purchase or go into the general 
fund. The levy would be used to fund 
the library’s operation, not pay for a 
building purchase. 

The issue will return to the City Com- 
mission in July or August, when it must 
adopt the title for the November ballot. 
A new tax levy would be for another 
five-year term. 
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Three vie for 


Warrenton 
appointment 


Vacancy opened after 
Balensifer moved up 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


Three men have applied to be Warren- 
ton’s next city commissioner, filling a seat 
left empty when Henry Balensifer was 
appointed to take on the role of mayor after 
former Mayor Mark Kujala resigned. 

The city received applications from Mark 
Baldwin, a former commissioner and owner 
of a local construction business; Paul Mitch- 
ell, who, in addition to working as the com- 
munity outreach manager for Columbia 
Memorial Hospital, serves on the city’s bud- 
get committee and Planning Commission; 
and newcomer Ronald LeChurch, a retired 
mechanical engineer who moved to Warren- 
ton seven years ago. 

Warrenton residents will not elect this 
new commissioner — the City Commis- 
sion will appoint one of the three candidates 
to serve out the rest of Balensifer’s term — 
so the city held a meet-and-greet Tuesday 
night to give residents a chance to meet the 

F-24- 2oi7 
See WARRENTON, Page 7A 


Warrenton: Whoever is 
selected will fill a term 
that expires in 2020 
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candidates and ask questions. 
The commission plans to 
select a candidate at a meet- 
ing in June. 

Whoever is __ selected 
will fill a term that expires 
in 2020. The seat became 
vacant when Balensifer, with 
vocal support from residents, 
was appointed in May by 
commissioners to take over 
as mayor. Kujala had stepped 
down in March to spend 
more time with his family 
and focus on his business, 
Skipanon Brand Seafood. 

At the meet-and-greet 
Tuesday night, the three can- 
didates met with anyone who 
stopped by, answering ques- 
tions and talking with com- 
missioners. All three men say 
they were motivated to apply 
out of a desire to give back to 
their community. 


The candidates 
Baldwin, who grew up 


in Warrenton and was part 
of the push to make the 
mayoral office an elected 
position, said residents asked 
him to apply. Baldwin lost to 
Kujala in the 2014 mayoral 
election. 

“If there’s something I 
can help with, I’m here,” he | 
told the commissioners. “I, 
just feel like I owe the city of | 
Warrenton.” | 

“T thought it was a great 
opportunity to take what I’ve 
learned and continue to grow 
our city,” said Mitchell. He 
believes Warrenton should 
not be “just a place you drive 
through, but a place you 
drive to.” | 

LeChurch said he wants| 
to help people have a better’ 
sense of what is going on at! 
the city. | 

“T want to help people get 
what they need,” he said. | 

If appointed, _ this 
would mark LeChurch’s 
first time holding political 
office. 


Letter to the Editor 


Residents already 
have information 


sources at hand 


A recent article in the Co- 
lumbia Press described a local 
citizen’s survey of Warren- 
ton residents. His primary 
interest was how residents 
felt about the city’s efforts 
to keep residents informed 
of Warrenton activities. His 
conclusion was that the city 
needed to work harder to 
keep residents informed. 

Presently, there are a num- 
ber of ways for citizens to 
find information on the city’s 
activities. These include: 

*The city’s website, which 
posts agendas for upcoming 
city commission meetings, 
most of which are open to the 
public. Comprehensive min- 
utes of past meetings are also 
posted on the website. 

*The Daily Astorian and the 
Columbia Press print a sum- 
mary of business conducted 
at commission meetings the 
day after each meeting. 

*For many years, the past 
mayor/city commissioner, 
Mark Kujala, wrote columns 
for the Columbia Press, giv- 
ing details and a behind-the- 
scenes look at issues con- 
fronting Warrenton. 

*The current mayor, Henry 
Balensifer, regularly broad- 


casts information on local 
radio about Warrenton and, 
like the former mayor, invites 
residents to sit down with 
him informally each Monday 
morning at City Hall to dis- 
cuss issues of particular in- 
terest to them. 

Efforts to obtain views of lo- 
cal citizens are valuable and 
the efforts that went into this 
survey deserve our gratitude 
and respect, but we need to 
be careful when interpreting 
the results. 

The information gathered ; 
included some _ interesting 
information, such as the fact 
that 60% of the respondents 
don’t read the local newspa- 
pers and 75% of them have 
never been to a commission 
meeting or a Monday morn- 
ing meeting with the mayor. 
Issues involving a recent city 
charter change, the Eighth St. 
dam, the public library and 
struggles with FEMA over 
dikes were examples of activ- 
ities unknown to many resi- | 
dents. All these issues were | 
covered in detail in the infor- | 
mation sources mentioned 
above. 

It’s clear that some resi- 
dents aren’t aware of many of | 
the City’s activities. Whether 
or not that’s the city’s fault is 
less clear. 


George Warren | 
Warrenton | 
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Happy qhytlUlY 


Don't miss this year's Old Fashioned Fourth of July Parade and 
activities! 


* The Warrenton's Firefighters Association free BBQ starts at Noon at the Warrenton 
Fire Station (adjacent to City Hall) 


* A Classic Car Show will be at Robinson Community Park (behind City Hall), from 11 
a.m. to 3 p.m. 


- A Motorcycle Show & Tailgate Party from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Robinson Community 
Park 


* Kid's Decoration Station & Activity Area: Kids can decorate their bikes and 
participate in other activities in the gravel lot next to the Warrenton Fire Station, from 


http://ei.warrenton.or.us/administration/page/warrentons-annual-old-fashioned-fourth- uly 7/3/2017 
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Noon - 3 p.m. 


* The Parade starts at 3:00 p.m.! This year's parade theme is "Rock Freedom" 


See the attached forms or visit City Hall for complete details and parade entry 
applications. 


4) Parade and Event Details (392 KB) 
d) Parade Entry Application (200 KB) 


Contact Information 


Warrenton City Manager, Linda Engbretson 
Deputy City Recorder, Dawne Shaw 


Phone: (503) 861-0823 
Fax #: (503) 861-2351 


Office Hours: 
8:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. 
Monday - Friday 


http://ci.warrenton.or.us/administration/page/ warrentons-annual-old-fashioned-fourth-july 7/3/2017 


Warrenton 
dings Astoria 
over grave 
conditions 


Commissioner calls 
Ocean View ‘shameful’ 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Ocean View 
Cemetery in Warrenton is in “shameful” 
condition, a Warrenton city commissioner 
said Tuesday night, and Warrenton will con- 
tact Astoria about what can be done to clean 
it up. 

Astoria owns the cemetery in Warren- 
ton and maintains the grounds through its 
Parks and Recreation Department, which 
has wrestled with maintenance and staffing 
issues. Families who purchased plots in the 
cemetery for their loved ones were promised 
perpetual care, and many have complained 
over the past few years about weeds and long 

ass. 

“I typically don’t like the idea of getting 
involved in someone else’s business,” War- 
renton Mayor Henry Balensifer said, “but it 
is our business because it’s in our city.” 

City commissioners decided to add a dis- 
cussion of the cemetery’s condition to their | 
agenda after Commissioner Mark Baldwin 
mentioned it during his report at the start of | 


Tuesday’s meeting. "4 / 
fs -0l 
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Cemetery: ‘It was in the worst shape I have ever seen 
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“T just think it’s shameful,” 
Baldwin said about Ocean 
View. 

He recently saw _peo- 
ple pulling grass around their 
loved one’s graves. “They 
paid for that service,” he said. 
He says dandelions have taken 
over much of the grounds and 
mowing is spotty. In some 


areas, long grasses grow 
between grave markers. 
Limited funds 

“The City Council is 


already working to try to 
address park funding issues,” 
Astoria City Manager Brett 
Estes said Wednesday when 
told of Warrenton’s concerns. 
The Astoria Parks and Rec- 
reation Department has been 
front and center this past bud- 
get cycle and discussions are 
ongoing about how to fund the 
department into the future. At 
their next meeting, city coun- 
cilors and city staff plan to dis- 
cuss several potential funding 
options including the imple- 
mentation of a water meter fee 
and an increase to the hotel 
tax. 

Estes said recruiting sea- 
sonal part-time maintenance 
workers has also been diffi- 


cult. The limited money avail- 
able means mowers for the 
Parks Department are actually 
paid less than mowers with the 
Public Works Department. 

In addition to caring for 
over 300 acres of park land, 11 
miles of trail, multiple facil- 
ities including the Astoria 
Aquatic Center and organizing 
a variety of recreational pro- 
grams, the department is also 


in charge of preparing full and 
cremation burials, disinter- 
ment services, selling graves, 
locating graves, caring for the 
grounds and ornamental plant- 
ings and enforcing rules and 
regulations at Ocean View. 


Complaints 
Complaints about the cem- 
etery’s condition have dogged 

Astoria in recent years. 


Katie Frankowicz/The Daily Astorian 
Long grass and dandelions flourish at Ocean View Cemetery in Warrenton, say Warren- 
ton City Commissioners. They asked staff to contact Astoria and open up a discussion 
about how to address poor conditions at the cemetery. 


“Tt was in the worst shape 
I have ever seen,” wrote one 
newspaper reader after Memo- 
rial Day this year. 

In 2015, people, includ- 
ing plot owners, said Astoria’s 
staff and budget cuts during 
the recession left the ceme- 
tery in poor condition. That 
year, the Astoria City Coun- 
cil implemented the first fee 
increase to burial and crema- 


tion fees in 19 years, hoping 
to offset the city’s annual sub- 
sidy, and also approved more 
than $70,000 for weed erad- 
ication and reseeding at the 
cemetery. The City Council 
did not release the $70,000, 
however, because of concerns 


_ over whether parks staff could 


maintain the cemetery after the 
initial work was done. 

The cemetery lost its last 
full-time worker in 2013. 

Currently, a small crew 
is responsible for maintain- 
ing the department’s 69 sites. 
Last week, Astoria approved 
a contract with a landscap- 
ing company for work on 
parks frequented by summer 
tourists, paying for this labor 
with money dedicated to tour- 
ism-based activities. 

Astoria funds maintenance 
projects at the cemetery using 
the interest from an irreducible 
fund to provide perpetual care. 
What the interest doesn’t cover 
is supplemented by Astoria 
taxpayers, though everyone in 
Clatsop County is able to use 
the cemetery, Estes said. 

Astoria city officials have 
floated the idea of forming a 
cemetery district, which would 
mean all of Clatsop County’s 
taxpaying residents would end 
up paying for Ocean View, a 


>) 


concept Warrenton rejects. 

“That would be akin 
to dumping it on every- 
body,” Mayor Balensifer said 
Tuesday. 

“{ think it’s worth noting 
that we don’t have a parks 
department, yet our parks, for 
the most part, are maintained,” 
he said. 


‘Challenging’ 

The cemetery was estab- 
lished in 1897 and includes 
more than 16,000 plots across 
its 100 acres. 

Ina parks master plan final- 
ized in 2016, Astoria park staff 
note a variety of maintenance 
needs. 

“Operating a 100-acre his- 
toric cemetery located in War- 
renton has proven challenging 
over the past five years,” states 
the master plan. 

Perpetual care of gravesites 
is guaranteed as part of the 
cemetery deed purchase. 

“Some community mem- 
bers believe maintaining the 
cemetery should be a high 
priority,” the plan continues, 
referencing community sur- 
veys, “while others agree but 
believe operations of the facil- 
ity should not be a core service 
of the Parks and Recreation 
Department.” 


New dock gussies up Warrenton Marina 


Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 
Major work was completed last week on a new 
dock at the Warrenton Marina as part of a $2.1 
million project funded by the city’s Urban Renew- 
al Agency. As of Wednesday, commercial fishing 
vessels were already using the new facility. 


City completes 
$2.1 million project 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — A few. balloons 
still bob on their strings along the new 
dock. “Welcome back!” they proclaim 
in red letters outlined in silver against a 
backdrop of exploding fireworks. 

Major work on a replacement dock 
and associated gangways in the Warren- 
ton Marina wrapped up last week and 
the first commercial fishing vessel came 
back to tie up there Friday. The project, 
budgeted at $2.1 million and funded by 
the city’s Urban Renewal Agency dol- 


lars, was a long time coming, said Har- 
bormaster Jane Sweet. 

“The marina’s shaping up to be 
a really nice place,” said Warrenton 
Mayor Henry Balensifer. “The work 
is never done, but this is:a significant 
investment we’ve made.” 

The marina has more than 350 slips 
divided between commercial and recre- 
ational vessels. In the middle of improve- 
ment work last December, Sweet noted 
the marina’s aging infrastructure, saying 
the fishermen deserved a new dock. 

“They work hard,” she said at the 
time. 

“It’s a long time coming,” agreed 
Mark Kujala, owner of Skipanon Brand 


See DOCK, Page 7A 


Dock: ‘The fishermen have been very patient with this process’ 
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Seafood, who was serving as 
mayor when work began. 

“] think the exciting 
thing was they had an Urban 
Renewal Agency advisory 
task force that was really in 
tune with the desires of the 
fishermen and the commu- 
nity,” he said. “It really came 
organically from the com- 
munity that this is what was 
needed.” 

Balensifer noted that the 
improvements, including a 
new harbormaster office and 
bathroom facilities, as well as 
the dock and gangways, come 
at a perfect time. Pacific Coast 
Seafood is rebuilding its pro- 
cessing plant in Warrenton 
following a fire in 2013. When 
that plant reopens this fall 
or winter, the marina could 
become even busier, he said. 


Power problems 

The recently replaced F 
dock sits at the northern end 
of the basin where larger ves- 
sels tie up. It had been in par- 
ticularly bad shape when work 
began. 

The new dock, however, 
is so new, built to all current 
codes, that a number of fisher- 
men have found their vessels 
are incompatible with the elec- 
trical systems. 

John Jensen of Marine 
Boatworks has been busy hunt- 
ing for isolation transformers 
to solve this problem. 

“The boats work on all the 
other docks (in the marina), 
they just won’t work on this 
one,” he said. 

It’s not an issue unique to 
the Warrenton Marina, Jensen 
says. As other marinas across 
the country improve decades- 
old infrastructure, boats may 


not have the updates to match. 

But access to onshore power 
is crucial, especially for the 
larger commercial vessels that 
will rest at F Dock. Many rely 
on bilge pumps to stay afloat. 

The transformers Jensen 
finally found, and bought in 
bulk from a company on the 
East Coast, will make vessels 
compatible with the new dock. 
Jensen got the transformers at 
a discount, a perk he plans to 
pass on to fishermen. Vessel 
owner and commercial fisher- 
man Troy Blix estimates the 
cost of buying and installing 
a transformer could run from 
$600 to $700 per boat. 


Future projects 
The dock replacement and 
gangway construction wraps 
up long-term restoration work 
at the marina, for now. 
Sweet plans to continue 


with small improvements here 
and there as funding becomes 
available. The most recent 
work will likely come in under 
budget, city staffers believe, 
but they are still tallying up 
the costs and did not have a 
final number available by press 
time. 

“Tt’s important that we pro- 


vide a safe spot for our com- 
mercial fishermen to tie up 
their boats,” Balensifer said. 
The project took longer than 
the city had anticipated, but, 
“The fishermen have been very 
patient with this process.” 
‘T’m proud to say (the 
marina) looks a world of differ- 
ent from when I was a kid.” 


Besides, he added, “If we’re 
going to charge for services, 
people have a reason to expect 
quality infrastructure.” 

Now the city and the Urban 
Renewal Agency plan to focus 
on projects in the rest of the 
district, especially the down- 
town area, said City Manager 
Linda Engbretson. 
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Police identity Man who stole, sank seus Lasso OKIpanon 


The Columbia Press 


Police have identified a man 
who stole a boat last week 
from the Skipanon Mari- 
na only to abandon it, sub- 
merged, a short distance later 
when he couldn’t get past the 
Eighth Street Dam. 

“We did get some tips, peo- 
ple calling after it was posted 
on the Facebook page,” Chief 
Matt Workman said. “We 
found out he was in custody 
in Clark County, Wash.” 

A Gearhart man reported 


“Boat theft: 


his 18-foot boat had been sto- 
len July 12 from the Colum- 
bia River Bar Pilots dock at 
Skipanon Marina. 
Surveillance video shows 
a man getting on the boat at 
11:15 a.m. July 12, starting 
up its outboard motor and 
pulling away from the dock 
headed south. A second vid- 
eo surveillance camera shows 
him continuing south up the 


helping an for the boat 
found it near the dam, up- 
side-down with only a bit of 
bow above water. 

“We just know he couldn’t 
get through the Eighth Street 
Dam — the boat was too big 
to go through the openings 
there,” Workman said. “We’re 
not sure if he just abandoned 


See “Boat theft” on Page 5 


Skipanon River. 


About a quarter-mile up the 


river is the Eighth Street dam. 


A Warrenton man who was 
Continued from Page 1 
it there, submerged it as he 
was getting off it, or purpose- 
ly scuttled it.” 

Investigators found a cell 
phone on the submerged 
boat and lots of items left 
on the east bank of the river 
near Eighth Street, includ- 
ing recently purchased food 
items and toiletries. The 
open-hulled aluminum fish- 
ing boat’s two motors had 
not been removed. 

Officer Alfonzo Fontana, 
who is the lead officer on 
the case, went to Vancouver, 
Wash., on Tuesday to inter- 
view the suspect. 

The thief may have been 


The submerged boat’s bow 
is visible above the water in 
front of the dam. 


Photo courtesy Warrenton Police 
successful had it not been for 
all the video cameras at both 
the private Skipanon Marina 
and the adjacent public War- 
renton Marina. 

According to surveillance 
footage, he first arrived at 
Skipanon Marina in a white 
compact car at 5:17 a.m. July 
12. He walked around the 
marina office, then left on 
foot, walking north on Ski- 
panon Drive at 5:20 a.m. 

Another video shows the 
man being dropped off near 
the white car at 11:08 a.m. 
by a blue Prius; he gets some 
bags and plastic bags from 
the Prius’ trunk and places 


them in the white car. After 


Most of thief’s actions caught on video’ 


Gal 
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Right: A close-up of 
the sunken boat. 
Below, right: Sur- © 
veillance video shows 
the suspect walking 
toward the boat. 


Photos courtesty Warren- 
ton Police Department 


walking down to the docks, 
he returns to the white car, 
removes some bags and pro- 
ceeds to steal the boat. 

Two hours and 15 minutes 
later — at 1:30 p.m. -- the man 
is shown returning to the ma- 
rina on foot and getting into 
the white car. He drives out 
of the Skipanon Marina park- 
ing lot headed south toward 
Warrenton Mini Mart. 

Cameras got fairly clear 
shots of the man’s face, cloth- 
ing and the top of his head, 
where he has a large birth- 
mark or scrape. 

“He is fairly distinctive in 
his looks,” Workman said. 
“Although we got several 
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pulled up the photo, had a 
similar appearance.” 

But there’s. no. doubt. the 
man in a Clark County jail 
cell is their thief, Workman 
said. 

“We're very positive that’s 
who it is.” 
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—_——{_ THE WRECK OF THE WESTERN SKIES. + 


Photos by Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 
U.S. Coast Guard personnel attend to the wreck of the Western Skies fishing vessel which sank at its mooring slip at the War- 


renton Marina early Sunday. The boat was leaking fuel and pollution cleanup measures were taken by the Coast Guard. 


Cleaning up after 
abandoned vessels 
sink is complicated 


By EDWARD STRATTON 
The Daily Astorian 


ARRENTON — By Mon- 
day afternoon, the U.S. Coast 
Guard had mostly finished 
overseeing the cleanup of 


fuel from the fishing vessel Western Skies, 
which still lay sunk on its side in a slip at 
the Warrenton Marina. More than 1,000 
gallons of oily water mixture was removed 
from the vessel by Global Diving and Sal- 
vage, a contractor hired by the Coast Guard 
using $40,000 from the Oil Spill Liability 
Trust Fund. 

The removal of the Western Skies, how- 
ever, will likely fall to the city of Warren- 
ton, with the owner unable to be located and 
limited state funds for removing commer- 
cial vessels. 


Responding to spills 
Chief Petty Officer Bradley Bennett and 
Lt. Berit Boyle are two of several regional 
pollution responders with the Coast Guard’s 


bie 


The wreck of the Western Skies fishing vessel, which sank at its mooring at the 


iit 


Warrenton Marina early Sunday and was leaking fuel, remains on its side with pol- 
lution cleanup measures surrounding it on Monday. The wreck was being attended 


to by U.S. Coast Guard personnel. 


Incident Management Division based at Air 
Station Astoria. After receiving a call early 
Sunday morning about the sunken boat, the 
two started gathering information before 
heading to the scene. 


Boyle said neither the Coast Guard nor 


the marina could reach the owner, a situa- 
tion that plays out a few times a year. 


See MARINA, Page 7A 


‘HYPOTHETICALLY, IF WARRENTON WANTED SOME MONEY, 
WE COULD LOOK AT HAVING THEM DO THE WORK, 
AND THEN REIMBURSING SOME OF THE EXPENSES.’ 


Rachel Graham | Policy and environmental section manager for the Oregon State Marine Board 
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Marina: Task force to complete 


a census of commercial boats 


kage 2 


Continued from Page 1A 


The responders establish a 
threat to the environment, such 
as the red diesel sheen seen 
Sunday emanating from the 
Western Skies, before dipping 
into the Oil Spill Liability Trust 
Fund. The annual $50 million 
fund, accessible by organiza- 
tions like the Coast Guard and 
U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, is paid for by a tax of 
5 cents per barrel on imported 
and domestic oil, along with 
revenue raised from fines, and 
pays for cleanup of spills when 
the owner is unable or unwill- 
ing to. 


ie 
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A small sheen of diesel could be seen on the surface of the 
water near the hull of the Western Skies earlier in the week 
at the Warrenton Marina. The fishing vessel sank over the 
weekend and pollution-control measures were deployed 
by the U.S. Coast Guard to prevent the spill from spreading. 


After cleanup 
After the cleanup is com- 
plete, Bennett said, the Coast 
Guard’s jurisdiction ends. It’s 
up to the Warrenton Marina 


Photos by Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 
Pollution-control equipment deployed by the U.S. Coast Guard could be seen earlier in 
the week surrounding the wreck of the Western Skies fishing vessel at the Warrenton 
Marina. The boat sank over the weekend and was leaking diesel into the water. 


what happens next with the 
Western Skies. 

According to the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s vessel 
search, the 70-year-old, wood- 
en-hulled Western Skies was 
last registered to Michael Rid- 
dell in 2004. Jane Sweet, a har- 
bormaster in Warrenton, said 
the vessel has been at the War- 
renton Marina since at least 
2010. 

Commercial fisherman Jeff 
Painter, who owned the West- 
ern Skies for 20 years and sold 
it in the late 1990s, said it was 
sad to see the vessel in such 
a poor state. Painter said the 
boat was growing old, and he 
decided to upgrade to a steel- 
hulled vessel to fish more 
aggressively. He sold the boat 
to Philip A. Johnson, the last 
owner before Riddell. 

With busted woodwork, 
rusting equipment and chip- 


ping paint, the Western Skies 
had clearly seen better days. 
But as opposed to the stories 
of tying off and dumping ves- 
sels in the dead of night, Sweet 
said Riddell had been making 
payments until 2015, when he 
stopped answering phone calls 
and disappeared. 

“It’s usually a health or 
financial issue,” Sweet said 
of why boats get abandoned. 
“Oftentimes, they go beyond 
the point of where it’s practi- 
cal to repair.” 

About two years ago, she 
said, the marina started requir- 
ing proof of ownership and 
insurance for people bringing 
boats in. The voluntary prac- 
tice has become more com- 
mon at marinas, where staff 
are responsible for catching 
troubled boats before they 
come in. 

“We’ve cleaned up a lot,” 


Sweet said, estimating nine 
boats of concern like the West- 
erm Skies, none of them taken 
in since the rule changes. 

Sweet said the marina 
needs to figure out whether 
it can refloat the Western 
Skies, get quotes on removal 
and salvage, take those to the 
city administration and look 
for funding options to help 
remove the vessel. 


Taking stock of the fleet 

Rachel Graham, the pol- 
icy and environmental sec- 
tion manager for the Oregon 
State Marine Board, said a 
marina like Warrenton will try 
to find the owner of a vessel 
that sinks, and if not, call the 
marine board. 

“Hypothetically, if Warren- 
ton wanted some money, we 
could look at having them do 
the work, and then reimburs- 


ing some of the expenses,” she 
said. 

The agency spends up to 
$150,000 per biennium on 
the removal of sunken vessels 
both recreational and commer- 
cial, including 75 percent of 
the cost of salvaging a com- 
mercial vessel. The state also 
runs a vessel turn-in program 
for owners who can’t afford 
to properly dispose of an old 
boat. But while smaller recre- 
ational boats average $4,000 
to $6,000 in disposal costs, she 
said, commercial vessels can 
run into the tens of thousands 
because of their size and haz- 
ardous materials. 

Most of the abandoned 
commercial vessels are for- 
mer fishing boats, Graham 
said, and all wood-hulled, with 
metal hulls more valuable to 
scrappers. 

The state’s recently formed 


Debris and pollution control measures can be seen in the 


water surrounding the wreck of the Western Skies fishing 
vessel which sank on Sunday at the Warrenton Marina. 


Abandoned and Derelict Com- 
mercial Vessel Task Force 
hopes to complete a census 
of commercial boats up and 
down the Oregon Coast in the 
next few months. 

Graham said the marine 
board, which gets funding 
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from registration fees on rec- 
reational boats, sees itself as 
more of a facilitator on the 
commercial side, but wants 
to understand the financial 
needs for disposal of com- 
mercial vessels over the next 
50 years. 
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Longtime city 
employee retires 


Water Quality Technician 
Terry Ager was given a plaque 
at Tuesday night’s City Com- 
mission meeting for his years 
of dedicated service to the 
city of Warrenton. 

Ager is retir- 
ing this year 
after 32 years. 

“I've been 
here working | 
with Terry for | 
22 of those | 
years,” City _ 
Manager Lin- © © 
da_ Engbret- Ager 
son said. “We 
are going to miss Terry.” 

Public Works Director Jim 
Dunn, who has been with the 
city for one year, said Ager 
has been invaluable in keep- 
ing him up to speed. 

“I can’t think of a more im- 
portant position for public 
works,” Dunn said “Since I 
came here, he has been open 
to giving me all the informa- 
tion I need.” 7-29 26/7 


Warrenton, 
water district 
to discuss dam 


Potential thaw in 
the ongoing dispute 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — The Warrenton City 
Commission will meet with the Skipanon 
Water Control District on the Eighth Street 
Dam, hoping to find consensus for new stud- 
ies into whether the aging structure is useful 
for flood control. 

The city said the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers and the federal Natural Resources 
Conservation Service favor more research on 
the dam on the Skipanon River. The city has 
temporarily put aside legal questions about 
ownership and liability, and will instead con- 
centrate on whether tide gates can be restored 
to test whether the dam can reduce flooding 
for property owners. 

“We are concerned about the anecdotes 
and the stories and the reports that we’ve 
received from homeowners and property 
owners across the city, and we’re pursuing 
further actions to open a dialogue,” Mayor 
Henry Balensifer said Tuesday night after 
the City Commission met privately in exec- 


utive session. G-9-ROLF FP. 
DA. 
See DAM, Page 7A 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily Astorian 


Warrenton and the Skipanon Water Control District will 


meet on the Eighth Street Dam. 


“We’re not here to sit there 
with attorneys. We’re not out 
to sue. What we’re trying to 
do is have a ‘come to Jesus’ 
moment,” the mayor said. 

In a potential thaw in the 
dispute, Tessa Scheller, the 
chairwoman of the water dis- 
trict’s board, said she had sent 
an email to Balensifer invit- 
ing a discussion. 

“I regret that somehow we 
got sideways with the city. 
I’m sorry for those devel- 
opments,” Scheller — said. 
“But here we are now, and I 
think making the best of this 
is probably useful for both 
entities.” 

She said she was delighted 
to hear the city is willing to 
talk. “We might as well get 
something done for the peo- 
ple, really, instead of throw- 
ing money at lawyers.” 

The water district operated 
the dam with the tide gates up 
after 2012 and removed the 
tide gates in 2015. Scheller 

has said the water district did 
not believe it needed a permit 
to remove the tide gates, and 
does not believe the removal 
led to increased flooding for 
property owners. 

“Goodness, no,” Scheller 

| said. 

Anecdotal accounts by 
some property owners of 
higher water levels since the 
| tide gates were removed have 
motivated city commission- 
ers to seek answers. The dam 


_was originally built with the 
help of the federal govern- 


ment in 1963 as protection 


for a 10-year flood, but the 


government later said it is 
likely only useful in a less-se- 
vere two-year flood. 


Back to negotiations 
The water district is con- 


| vinced the dam is obsolete 


and a hazard that should be 
taken out to improve fish pas- 


_ sage and water quality on the 
iriver. But the water district 


needs a permit from War- 
renton to remove the dam, a 
reality that has slowly moved 
both sides back toward 
negotiation. 

A $1.2 million deal to 
demolish the dam and build 
an emergency access bridge 
for the city over the river 
imploded last year over 
flooding concerns. 

One sticking point in the 
negotiation could be who 


would pay to restore the tide 
gates and conduct the new 
research. Since the water dis- 
trict believes it was within its 
authority to remove the tide 
gates, and went through the 
process of approving an engi- 
neering plan that calls for tak- 
ing out the dam, board mem- 
bers will likely look to the 
city to underwrite any new 
research. 

Warrenton has heard 
that federal money might 
be available for studies, but 
there is no guarantee. The 
city already spent $112,000 
on a Portland attorney who at 
one point argued that the city 
owned the dam and should 
sue the water district for con- 
trol, but ultimately concluded 
the dam was likely a federal 
asset. 

Balensifer and City Man- 
ager Linda Engbretson have 
said that the Army Corps 
and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service do not 
claim ownership of the dam. 
The city has also softened 
talk of suing the water district 
over ownership. 


Expert advice 

Warrenton will _ likely 
ask an expert from the 
Army Corps to appear at 
a City Commission meet- 
ing and walk commissioners 
through some of the techni- 
cal, land use and levee issues 
involved. One question that 
has surfaced several times 
during the dispute is how 
the dam relates to the city’s 
levees, which the city wants 
to certify with the federal 


| government. 


Scheller thinks the water 


district is the rightful owner 


of the dam, but the water dis- 
trict does not hold title, leav- 
ing the dam and two other 
flood-control structures the 
district manages on the river 
under a cloud. 

“We’re very happy if 
the city wants to expend 
resources, or the Corps 
wants to expend resources, 
or NRCS wants to expend 
resources to get a further 


| study of the flood plain. The 


city needs it anyway,” she 
said. “But we are decisively 
in favor of what is our basic 
document for control of the 
district, which is the engi- 
neering plan. We spent years 


putting it together. It’s a rea- 
sonable document, and it’s 
supportable by the facts.” 


Dam: Board members 


will likely look to ci 
for any new research 


WARRENTON TEAM BEAUTIFIES 


‘Amilitary statue, 
new landscaping 
will enhance 
entrance to town 


By MARILYN GILBAUGH 
FOR COAST WEEKEND 


andscape designer 
Beth Holland has a 
vision for downtown 
Warrenton. 

She sees a park-like 
setting where, at the town’s 
central four-way stop, each 
of the four corners com- 
plements the others. Her 
sketches feature well-placed 
trees, blossoming shrubbery 
and green grass. 

Adjacent to the Post 
Office and the popular Dairy 
Maid, and across the street 
from Lighthouse Park, a 
long-awaited bronze statue 
saluting U.S. soldiers from 
World War I onward will 
anchor it all. 

Meanwhile, benches 
and a few picnic tables will 
invite townspeople and visi- 
tors to meet and greet. 

All of this smack dab 
in Warrenton’s city center. 
Sound good? It does to a 
group of civic-minded War- 
renton locals. 

The four-way stop is “the 
heart of the city,” Holland 
said. 

“The intersection reso- 
nates, and people feel that 
it’s an important place,” she 
said. “This plan is cohesive, 
and, with the installation of 
the statue being a big cata- 
lyst, when you drive or walk 
by, you’ ll have the sense 
of entering a room — not a 
flowery room but a memori- 
al plaza,” she said. 

With years of planning 
and planting experience, 
both in commercial and resi- 


eet 


dential projects on the North 
Coast, Holland has left her 
mark on cities from Manza- 
nita to Astoria. She has said 
that beautifying civic spaces 
leads to civic pride and a 
sense of well-being. 

Warrenton City Manager 
Linda Engbretson agrees. 

“The landscaping will 
tie Main Street in with our 
beautiful natural surrounds 
and enhance our downtown 
community,” Engbretson 
said. 

“I’m really excited about 
this project,” which will be 
paid for with urban renewal 
dollars, she added. 

Holland emphasized that 
this project is a team effort. 

Engbretson, Community 
Development Director Skip 
Urling, along with Oregon 
Department of Transpor- 
tation’s Mark Buffington, 
Warrenton resident Bert 
Little, Mayor Henry Balen- 
sifer, the city and planning 
commissioners, Pacific 
Power & Light and the Ur- 
ban Renewal Agency have 
to work together. Egos are 
checked at the door. 


‘Get it done’ 

Little, a Navy veteran, 
is quartermaster of VF W 
Fort Steven’s Auxiliary Post 
10580. 

With the support of the 
Auxiliary — and a prom- 
ise to “get it done” to the 
previous quartermaster, 
Leroy Dunne — Little and 
his pals have finished, but 
not yet unveiled, the bronze 
military statue, a project in 
the works for more than two 
decades. 

The full structure — a 
7-foot-2-inch statue stand- 
ing on a 6-foot pedestal — 
is a tribute to everyone who 
has served, or is serving, in 
the military, he said. 


seen as you come across the 


Little’s wife, Debbie, 
played no small role in 
getting the statue complet- 
ed. She enrolled in a grant 
writing class at Clatsop _ 
Community College, and, in 
spring 2016, the Auxiliary 
received a $72,020 grant 
from the state Parks and 
Recreation Department. 

Mark Kenny, an artist 
who served in the Coast 
Guard eight years, was 
commissioned to create the 
statue. 

“We wanted the monu- 
ment placed so it could be 


bridge,” Little said. 

The group is planning a 
community-wide unveiling 
celebration, Little said. 
Until then, however, the 
monument is back from the 
foundry and sitting under 
wraps. 

“With our urban renewal 
program, we’ve made a lot 
of improvements over at the 
Warrenton Marina,” Urling 
said. “For this next phase, 
with Beth’s vision, we’re 
going to try to improve our 
city’s landscaping. It’s the 
bits and pieces it takes to 
make the whole.” @ 


From left to right: Urban Renewal Advisory Board member Bob Bridgen 
Quartermaster Bert Little, Mayor Henry Balensifer and landscape artist Be 
bricks that will be part of a new armed forces memorial. 


COLIN MURPHEY PHOTO 
s, Community Development Director Skip Urling, VFW 
th Holland pose for a photo at Warrenton City Hall with 


Portland 
artist Mark 
Kenny stands 
next to the 
monument 
he created, 
which will 
eventually 
stand near 
the post 
office in 
Warrenton. 
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BOOK CENTS 


Library levy increase will be on the ballot in November 


a 
es 
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Photos by Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 
Tyler Wirt did not wait for all the books to be unpacked at the new home of the Warrenton Community Library in May 
before taking advantage of the children’s reading section. 
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By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


ARRENTON — For 
the first time in nearly 
15 years, the Warrenton 
City.. Commission - will 
go to the voters seeking an increase to 
the library’s operational levy. 

If voters approve the increase in 
the November election, the five-year 
levy would jump from 9 cents per 
$1,000 of assessed property value to 
33 cents. This would raise an esti- 
mated $933,773 over the next five 
years. The money would go toward 
expanding the Warrenton Commu- 
nity Library’s limited hours, add staff 
time, pay for an automated check-out 
system, e-books and other books and 
materials as well as cover routine bills 
such as rent, utilities, maintenance and 
telephones. The upgrades will help 
modemize a library where volunteers 
and staff still hand-stamp due dates in 
the backs of books. 

The levy increased once before, 
from 6 cents to today’s 9 cents. 

City commissioners examined four 
different scenarios at a meeting Tues- 
day night. These were labeled bronze, 
silver, gold and platinum. Each out- 
lined different tax increases — from as 
low as 20 cents to as high as 41 cents 
— and detailed what the library could 
accomplish with the different sums 
each would likely raise. City staff and 
the library board recommended the 
gold scenario, which the commission 
unanimously approved. 


‘Library needs to grow’ 
The library has been at its new 


See LIBRARY, Page 7A 


The shelves at the new home of the Warrenton Community Library are full and 


patrons are busy taking advantage of all the new space. 


Warrenton Communi- 
ty Library volunteer 
Schatzie Perkins 
worked on getting 
shelves ready in May 
to handle books at 
the new facility in 
downtown Warrenton. 
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Library: Tax would take effect next July | 


Continued from Page 1A 


location on Main Avenue since 
the end of June, but City Man- 
ager Linda Engbretson said 
discussions about  increas- 
ing the operations levy would 
have likely come up, move or 
no move. The existing levy, 
unchanged for so many years, 
is not enough to cover the 
library’s costs anymore, City 
Commissioner Rick Newton 
said. 

And the new location has 
proven popular. Last July, 
when the library was still 
in Hammond, nine people 
signed up for library cards. 
This July, the number of new 
cards issued hit 42. 

“If you look at the num- 
bers alone, our library, just 
with the new location, has 
increased in usage and mem- 
bership,” Mayor Henry Bal- 
ensifer said. 

Library Board  Chair- 
woman Kelsey Balensifer 
and the other board members 
believethe library’s move from 
the cramped and hazardous 
building in Hammond to a 
much more spacious, “beau- 
tiful” building on Main Ave- 
nue represents an opportunity 
to offer “a higher quality of 
services.” 

“Warrenton’s a growing 
community and likewise our 
community library needs to 
grow to meet the needs of our 
populace,” Kelsey Balensifer 
said. 

“We as the board 
are excited about the 
future of the Warrenton 
Community Library,” she 
added. “We believe our fel- 
low Warrenton _ residents 
support that future and will 
demonstrate that support in 
November.” 


Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 


Volunteers and library staff unpacked in May at Warrenton Community Library’s new home. 


New and old 

On Monday afternoon, the 
library was a quiet place. One 
man sat at a computer. Vol- 
unteers put away books. The 
only sounds were the tapping 
of fingers on the computer 
keyboard and the whisper of 
book covers sliding against 
each other on the shelves. 
Back in her office, site man- 
ager Nettie-Lee Calog ate a 
hasty lunch. 

The office is a luxury she 
didn’t have before, and she 
sings the praises of their book 
sorting room. At the Ham- 
mond location, book sort- 
ing happened at a table near 
the back, which was also the 
only table available for library 
patrons to use. Now, she 
said, “People can actually get 
work done and nobody gets 
disturbed.” 


She jokes that she’s almost 
blown through her book-buy- 
ing budget for this fiscal year. 
But there’s the euphoria of 
finally having space to put 
new books, the ability to flesh 
out collections and series that 
were missing volumes. At the 
old library, such purchases 
were a constant negotiation: 
If a new book came in, an old 
book had to leave. 

With the library’s higher 
visibility, more people have 
been stopping by and Calog 
has a full roster of volun- 
teers. The library still oper- 
ates under limited hours, how- 
ever. It is open from 1 p.m. to 
5 p.m. Monday through Fri- 
day, and 10 a.m. until noon 
on Saturdays, missing peo- 
ple who get off work later in 
the day, Calog said. She, offi- 
cially, works only part time. 


Gold versus platinum 
The proposed levy would 
go onto the ballot for the Nov. 


7 election. If successful, the | 


tax would take effect next July; | 


the money raised can only go 
toward library operations. 


City Commissioners Tom | 
Dyer and Pam Ackley said | 
they would have loved to 


push for the platinum scenario 
which would have assessed 41 
cents per $1,000, raising an 
estimated $1.1 million over the 
next five years. But, they said, 
they worry the ballot will not 
pass if they go too high. 

“I don’t know if the voters 
would go for it,” Dyer said. 

Mayor Balensifer com- 
mented that the gold scenario 
would “get us where we need 
to be in terms of providing bet- 
ter services and improving the 
library in general.” 


QrR ~ S-F-AOINT 


| 


| The Daily Astorian 


An incoming Warrenton 
Police officer will graduate 
next week from the state public 
safety academy in Salem. 

Officer Joshua Hollaway 


is listed as one of 37 that will 
graduate with the Oregon Public 
Safety Academy’s 370th basic 
police class. The graduation will 
take place at 11 a.m. on Sept. 8. 

The 16-week basic police 


class includes lessons and exer- 


Warrenton Police officer to graduate 


cises that teach survival skills, 
firearms, emergency — vehi- 
cle operations, ethics, cul- 
tural diversity, problem solv- 
ing, community policing, elder 
abuse, drug recognition and 
dozens of other subjects. 


- Bd -A017 


Please Join Us To Gelebrate our frand Reopening 


RIBBON CUTTING 
CEREMONY 


tJ. “é é ; c hi 
: 166 S .Maitw Of. 
Warrenton j,OR 
| 47146) 


— 
—_ oy — > “A 


No charges 
in Warrenton 
investigation 
Two officers have 


left the police force 


By DERRICK DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — Two former Warrenton 
Police officers who left the force while they 
were under investigation will not face charges. 

The Clatsop County District Attorney’s 
Office asked the state Department of Justice 
to investigate the police officers last year over 
behavioral and workplace issues. 

District Attorney Josh Marquis said no 
charges will be filed at this time. 

“My office has expressed concerns over 
the last couple years about 
some of the staffing lev- 
els and a couple individual 
officers at Warrenton Police 
Department,” he said in an 
email. “The district attor- 

_ney is not the boss of the 


police and we have no direct : 
authority over them. Mathew 
“That said our office has | Workman 


always enjoyed an excellent 
working relationship with the seven county 
police agencies.” 

Chief Deputy District Attorney Ron 
Brown met with City Manager Linda Eng- 
bretson, Marquis said, and “expressed some 
of our long-standing concerns.” 

Warrenton has made “needed changes,” 
the district attorney said, citing the departure 
of two police officers and the promotion of 
retired Oregon State Police trooper Jim Pierce 

sergeant. 

2 The Daily Astorian reported last October 

that two Warrenton Police officers were under 

investigation. Police Chief Mathew Workman 

said at the time that the officers — who have 
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| Probe: ‘I believe in all our officers’ 


| Continued from Page 1A 


not been publicly identified by 
the city or prosecutors — were 
on administrative leave. 

Warrenton swore in new 
police officers in February and 
April. Pierce was promoted to 
_ sergeant in February, a move 
widely praised because of 
his experience. He had been 
a Warrenton Police sergeant 
in the 1980s before his long 
career with the state police. 

Engbretson said she could 
not speak about specific per- 
sonnel actions at the police 
department. She said in an 
email that the investigation 
shows that “the system works. 
We investigate concerns thor- 
oughly and take necessary 
steps and appropriate action 
_ where necessary.” 

The city manager also said 
she has “full confidence in 


Chief Workman. He is a good 
man. He has the highest of eth- 
ics. He works extremely hard 
— goes above and beyond 
really. He is totally commit- 
ted to this community and that 
shows in all he does for the 
community. 

“T believe in all our officers; 
they work hard for Warrenton, 
and I think you will find the 
majority of the community has 
high confidence in our depart- 
ment and that is demonstrated 
in the many ways folks support 
our officers.” 

Mayor Henry Balensifer 
said he could not comment on 
personnel matters within the 
police department, but stressed 
that the city took the district 
attorney’s concerns seriously. 
The mayor and the City Com- 
mission oversee Engbretson, 
while the city manager super- 
vises the police chief. 


“The city takes our relation- 
ship with the DA’s office seri- 
ously, just as we did with his 
suggestions,” Balensifer said in 
an email. “Appropriate actions 
have been taken, as evidenced 
in the DA’s statement. We look 
forward to a continued, posi- 
tive working relationship with 
the DA’s office. 

“Force levels are an issue 
across the county. That said, 
Warrenton has come a long 
way. It was not long ago we 
didn’t have 24-hour police 
coverage. We currently do. The 
commission has added offi- 
cers over the past few years, 
and recently we added a ser- 
geant and drug dog. We have 
one officer just getting out of 
the academy and another soon 
to be going. 

“You ask if citizens should 
have confidence in our police 
department — they should.” 


Warrenton searching 
for replacement for 
public works director 


By KATIE 
- FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — War- 
renton is on the hunt for a 
new public works director. 

Jim Dunn, who held the 
position for just over a year, 
put in his notice in early Sep- 
tember. His last day with the 
city was Sept. 14. City Engi- 
neer Collin Stelzig has taken 
over as interim public works 
director until the city hires a 
replacement. 

As public works direc- 
tor, Dunn oversaw the city’s 
largest department, with 19 
full-time employees. The 
department is responsible for 
collecting and treating waste- 
water, providing drinking 
water, maintaining sewer and 
stormwater systems as well 
as the city’s dikes and 10 


DA 


miles of levees. The depart- 
ment also oversees sanitation 
and recycling services and 
maintains trails and streets. 

City Manager Linda Eng- 
bretson said she is in the 
middle of looking over the 
job description and talking 
with staff about the qualities 
they desire in the next public 
works director. 

The city is juggling mul- 
tiple development projects 
with its small staff and Eng- 
bretson said it is important to 
get someone in place soon. 
But, she added, “I really want 
to make sure I do this right. 
... We want to make sure we 
get the right person.” 

Though Engbretson has 
long been involved in the hir- 
ing process during her time 
with the city, this will be her 
first department head hire as 
city manager. 


7 aK J xO) 7. 


Warrenton 
may pursue 
dam study 


Computer 
modeling with 
tide gates on 


By DERRICK 
DePLEDGE 
The Daily Astorian 


WARRENTON — War- 
renton will likely seek federal 
expertise on a computer-gen- 
erated hydrology model of 
the Eighth Street Dam with 
the tide gates on to help gauge 
the aging structure’s value for 
flood control. 

Mayor Henry Balensifer 
and city commissioners said 
Tuesday that they want more 
study before reconsidering 
the Skipanon Water Control 
District’s attempt to remove 

the dam to improve fish pas- 
sage and water quality on the 
Skipanon River. 

The water district operated 
the dam with the tide gates up 
since 2012 and took the tide 


gates off in 2015 with the 
expectation the dam would 
eventually be removed as a 
hazard. 

Lance Helwig, the levee 
safety officer for the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers in 
Portland, told city commis- 
sioners Tuesday night there 
is interest at the Army Corps 
and the Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in 
new modeling of the dam. 
The Army Corps is the fed- 
eral partner on the city’s 
levee system, while the Nat- 
ural Resources Conservation 
Service is the former federal 
partner of the water district on 
the dam. 

The research, which 
would likely be financed by 
Warrenton, potentially with 
federal and state grant money, 
could help break a stalemate 
between the city and the 
water district over the future | 
of the dam. 

G-4Z7-AOdiT 
See DAM, Page 7A 


Dam: Water district 
can’t remove dam 3 
without a city permit 


Continued from Page 1A 


“One of the beauties of 
having a model is you can 
do all sorts of things without 
actually physically going out 
and doing that,” said Shane 
Cline, the levee safety pro- 
gram manager for the Army 
Corps in Portland. “So I think 
it is possible to develop a 
model that represents a con- 
dition with the tide gates on.” 


Fight for control 

Warrenton had declared 
an emergency last Decem- 
ber, describing the dam as a 
risk to public safety and prop- — 
erty, and asked the Army 
Corps to investigate whether 
the water district improperly 
removed the tide gates. The 
city, which had threatened to 
sue the water district and take 


_ control of the dam, wanted to 


put the tide gates back on for 
flood control. 

Over the past few months, 
however, it became clear that 
the Army Corps would not 
intervene on behalf of War- 
renton. The city carefully 
walked back its legal threats 
and agreed to meet with the 
water district on a solution. 

Helwig and Cline said 
Tuesday night that the Army 
Corps has no authority over 
the dam, which was built in 
1963 with the help of the US. 
Department of Agriculture 
and operated and maintained 


for 54 years by the water 


district. 


— UUT 1eVee)es NeTe WELY Sper 
cifically authorized under the 
Corps’ authorizations and 
appropriations,” Helwig said, 
“and that dam was not part of 
that levee authorization.” 

The Army Corps also 
assured Warrenton that there 
appears to be no damage to 
the levees related to the tide 
gate removal at the dam. 
The city is going through the 
lengthy process of getting the 
levees certified by the federal 
goverment for a 100-year 
flood, and the Army Corps 
said the dam, while built sep- 
arately from the levees, is part 
of the broader flood-control 
landscape. 

“T think it would be good 
to look at both the dam and 
the levee as a system, and not 
just the dam or not just the 
levee,” Cline said. 


Face-to-face meeting 

Earlier Tuesday, city 
commissioners and water 
district board members 
met at City Hall to 
discuss a compromise on the 
dam. The work session, mod- 
erated by Clatsop County 
Sheriff Tom Bergin, was 


| 


| 


intended as a iresh Start alt 
a $1.2 million deal to remove 
the dam and construct a sin- 
gle-lane bridge over the river 
for city emergency access dis- 
solved last year into a political 
and legal confrontation. 

While Balensifer and 
Commissioner Tom Dyer 
pressed for a new study on 
the dam that might reassure 
residents concerned about 
flooding, water district board 
members defended previous 
studies that found that remov- 
ing the dam would not signifi- 
cantly increase flooding. 

“What I’m saying is it 
doesn’t hurt to be certain,” 
Dyer said. “And we’re never 
going to be 100 percent.” 

Tessa  Scheller, the 
chairwoman of the water 
district’s board, said there 
is no evidence the dam 
has ever worked as 
intended. She said the struc- 
ture — originally built for 

a 10-year flood, then later 
downgraded as _ protection 
for a two-year flood — actu- 
ally poses a flood risk to prop- 


| erty owners by trapping water 


upriver. “It floods us,” she 
said. “The Eighth Street Dam 
floods us. It doesn’t protect 
us.” 

Warrenton, while back- 
ing off on ownership claims 
to the dam, has some leverage 
because the water district can- 
not remove the dam without a 
city permit. The water district 
would also likely be unable to 
convince previous partners — 
the Bonneville Power Admin- 
istration and the Columbia 
River Estuary Study Task- 
force — to help finance 
another project unless the city 
was an eager participant. 

“Someone’s got to 

bend here a little bit,” Bergin 
said. 


Joshua Bessex/The Daily 
Astorian 


|Warrenton wants more 

study of the Eighth Street 
Dam before reconsider- 
ing a proposal by the Ski- 
panon Water Control Dis- 
trict to remove the aging 
structure. 
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Bottleneck intersection to be widened 


ws sant ‘ By Cinpy YINGST 
pat rte ; : The Columbia Press 

Main Avenue at Ninth Street is one of the 
city’s busiest intersections from 8:30 to 9 
a.m. 

Buses, children walking to Warrenton 
Grade School and parents dropping off 
their children all seem to converge at the 
bottleneck. 

And when two big vehicles — a fire truck 


it can be an effort as awkward as a size 12 
i woman putting on size 8 pants. 
ce The city took steps to ease the squeeze 


Photos by Cindy Yingst this week. 
Above: A pickup squeezes past a bus at the intersection of Main Avenue and 


Ninth Street near Warrenton Grade School. Below: Two girls scurry across 
Ninth Street at the intersection that will be widened next summer. 


SS re 


the intersection. 

“This is a project that we feel, at staff lev- 
el, needs to be moved up in the prioritiza- 
tion chain,” City Manager Linda Engbret- 
son told commissioners Tuesday night. 

Another road project in the city came 
in under budget, leaving nearly the en- 
tire amount the city engineer estimates is 
needed for the Ninth and Main project. 

“It’s a terrible intersection,” Mayor Pro 


an See ‘Intersection’ on Page 4 


A ae a aa en see See = Ee 


Intersection: Bottleneck near school to be widened 


Wednesday morning. “It’s a 


Continued from Page 1 
busy intersection, particular- 


time to time,” Jeffery said. 
City Engineer Collin Stelzig, 


City Commissioners approved a $160,000 | 
plan to widen and round out the corners of | 


Tem Rick Newton urged fel- 
low commissioners. “I’d like 
to move forward on that.” 

The four-member panel, 
with Mayor Henry Balensifer 
absent, unanimously ap- 
proved the plan. 

“That’s really good news,” 
Warrenton-Hammond 
School _ District Superin- 
tendent Mark Jeffery said 


ly from our perspective, and 
tight for buses getting in and 
out of there.” 

Last school year, a student 
was struck by a car in the 
crosswalk there. 

“It’s one of two major inter- 
sections we impact — the oth- 
er is Ninth and Cedar — and 
it’s a challenge for everybody, 
even me in my pickup from 


who is also interim Public 
Works director since the de- 
parture of Jim Dunn, said his 
department has done some 
property surveys to find out 
where the right of way is so 
corrections can be made. 

Work would be done during 
the summer so it doesn’t con_ 
flict with school. 
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The Columbia Press 


Fixing ugly isn’t easy. 
When Oregon Department of Trans- 


to fix ‘ugly’ 
downtown 
portation widened portions of Main Av- 


City plans 
problem 


ODOT “fixed” the problem by putting 
curbs around the poles with white re-_ 
flective posts. 

“What they presented to us didn’t look 
anything like what we got,” Mayor Pro 

“We got ‘ugly,” Commissioner Tom) 
Dyer said, completing Newton’s train of 


“ODOT dropped the ball,” City Com- 
Tem Rick Newton said. 


a problem: big ugly power poles in the 
missioner Mark Baldwin said. 


enue and sidewalks were replaced, it left 
street. And then a car hit one. 


Ssaud VIGWN107 AH, 


ae 228 wee 
ae ca ce) {S/S fe) fe 
go Sede ne 
SESE SPst s ge 
Hat 850% 9 Ee 
fama eyes rep = pee) 
BESEos aus s 
SVeOCUgsydy Q 
OUSG m>* > 
os 

OM HS 2 = 
Bee Bae nese 
Hea See seus 
SPSS EAES Eo 
PSOE SHESRSE 
go 2 aS 

33 we 
2.4 8 

~2easpSR 

BotSaA 

PESEE 

Sas Es 

ee 


The first decade brought 
massive and expensive 


changes to Warrenton Marina. This sec- 


Dyer | 


ond decade will bring smaller practical 
changes that are hoped to have a high 


impact visually. 


The Veterans Memorial Plaza — a gath- 


ering place with benches, trees, land-— 


scaping and pavers highlighting a new | 
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Bulb-outs: Main Avenue beautification in works 
a 


Continued from Page 1 


13-foot statue and base from 
the VFW — will be at the four- 
way stop and is the group’s 
first project during this sec- 
ond decade. 

Next is a way to fix the pow- 
er pole bulb-outs. 

“This is one of the proj- 
ects that was identified in 
the (agency’s) plan and, 10 
years in, I think we’re hap- 
py to move forward in the 
downtown area and make an 
impact,” City Manager Linda 
Engbretson said. 

On Tuesday, landscape de- 
sign consultant Beth Hol- 
land presented plans to city 
commissioners, who also act 


Plants would go in bulb-outs. 


as the Urban Renewal Agen- 
cy. They'll dig out the con- 
crete around the bulb-outs, 
enhance the soil, and add 
small crabapple trees and 
low-maintenance shrubbery. 
The reflective posts could be 
painted green to fade into the 
shrubbery. 

While some agency mem- 


bers were skeptical, most 
were enthusiastic. 

Holland’s third proposal is 
to turn an area north of the 
high school into a pocket 
park. 

The intersection of Main 
Avenue with Alternate High- 
way 101 would be _ plant- 
ed with grass, trees and 
shrubbery with a half-dozen 
benches added and sidewalk 
improvements. 

“That’s what urban renew- 
al funds are meant to do; 
they’re meant to rejuvenate,” 
Engbretson said. “To see peo- 
ple using the downtown area, 
well, it will be real nice to do 
it right.” 
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Clockwise from top right: Sheridan Crutcher, 29, (left) and Christopher Beem, 25, take the oath of office at 
Tuesday night’s City Commission meeting. Crutcher smiles as his wife, Brooke, struggles to affix his badge. 
Beem, a former supervisor in the tire department at Costco, is pinned by his wife, Kristen, as Chief Matt 
‘Norkman -- and Beem’s daughter, Eliana -- stand by. — 


Astoria fire 


chief to retire 


Ames will stay through 
March as interim chief 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


Astoria Fire Chief Ted Ames has 
announced his retirement. 

Ames, who served as fire chief for the 
past five years, will retire 
at the end of November but 
will serve the fire depart- 
ment in an interim role 
through March. 

Though Ames’ 
announcement was not a 
surprise to city leaders, it 
does come at a time when 
Astoria is short a number of 
department heads. In addi- 
tion to replacing Ames, City Manager Brett 
Estes must find a new police chief, a new 
public works director and a new community 
development director. A?4.88+ 2617 


EP QA, 


Ted 
Ames 


See AMES, Page 7A 


Ames: Served as Warrenton fire | 
chief before taking Astoria job: 


Continued from Page 1A 


Ames, well aware of the 
city’s situation, offered stay 
on as interim fire chief after 
retiring. 

“He wanted to be able to 
help bridge the gap,” Estes 
said. 

Ames served as Warren- 
ton fire chief for 16 years 
before taking the helm in 
Astoria in 2013. 

“The past five years with 
the city of Astoria have been 
the most challenging, yet 
rewarding years I’ve spent 
working as Fire Chief,” 
Ames said in a statement. 
“I leave with the incredi- 
ble satisfaction of knowing 
our work at the fire depart- 
ment has made a positive and 


at times dramatic impact on 
the lives of the people being 
served.” 

“We are grateful to Ted 
for his service and leadership 
in the Astoria Fire Depart-| 
ment,” Estes said in a state- | 
ment. “He has done a great 
job leading the Department 
and has been a tremendous 
asset to the city. The city of 
Astoria wishes him the best 
in his retirement.” 

Ames said he isn’t sure 
yet what he will do after his 
time with the fire department 
ends. He said he’s had two. 
occupations his entire adult 
life: commercial fishing and 

“playing fire chief.” 

“How about something | 
where I’m not in charge?” he | | 
joked. 


At Astoria Art Walk, Woodworks 
pops up at Vintage Hardware 


ASTORIA — Thomas & Son 
Woodworks will occupy 
the Pop Up Shop at Vintage 
Hardware during Novem- 
ber’s Second Saturday Art 
Walk 5 to 8 p.m. Nov. 11. 

The business was 
launched in 2015 by 
Dennis Thomas, who grew 
up in Warrenton doing 
woodworking alongside his 
late father, craftsman James 
Thomas. 

Throughout the year, 
Dennis collects driftwood 
and drift lumber, the me- 
dium for his passion. He 
also uses locally reclaimed, 
repurposed and salvaged 
wood rescued from old 
homes, barns, businesses 
and structures. 

Dennis recently com- 
pleted a number of custom 
tables for the CMH/OHSU 
Knight Cancer Center. 


Created by James Thomas, Father 1987 


Created by Dennis Thomas, Son 2017 
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Italian restaurant planned at Shilo Inn site 


Changes are in the works at several other Warrenton restaurants 
The Columbia Press On Tuesday, the 40-seat restau- 3 


Owners of Jim’s Place, a diner T@2t won approval from the City , 5 
that williserve Amencan and Italian Commission to obtain a liquor li- 
food, hope to open by the end of next “C2S¢ from the state. 


week in the restaurant building next 1 uu en eigen Ost Tecent 
to Shilo Inn in Warrenton. eae? roeon River and 


“T just think, with Walmart go- before that, Mulan. Earlier this § 
ine ine VacentoneaTieeneruatD year, a 24-hour diner had been 
and coming thing,” said DeAnna proposed at the site, but plans for a 
Lounsbury, who will manage the Boat Tt uen | 


restaurant for her son, Jim Raniero, , oe Eee vill serve breakfast, § : 
who will do most of the cooking. uncn an . nner and there will be The manager of Jim’s Place said they expect to 
See ‘Restaurants’ on Page 4 open next to Shilo Inn by the end of next week. 
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Restaurants: Pizza restaurant under construction 


Continued from Page 1 


a lounge. They won’t be open 
24 hours initially, although 
it may evolve into that, 
Lounsbury said. 

She closed her Seaside 
restaurant, Guido & Vito’s 
Italian Cuisine, a month and 
a half ago. Raniero worked 
for her there as a cook. 

As the official owner of 
Jim’s Place, Raniero said he 
will be in charge and his mom 
will work for him. 

In some ways, opening a 
restaurant in Warrenton is 
like coming home, Lounsbury 
said. She graduated from 
Warrenton High School and 
her son was born in Warren- 
ton. 


There’s more news among 
Warrenton’s dining estab- 
lishments. 

¢ Domino’s Pizza is under 
construction next to Panda 
Express in the North Coast 
Business Park. This week, 
plumbing and other infra- 
structure improvements were 
going in. A timeline for com- 
pletion wasn’t available. 

¢ Katrina and Ronald Hunt 
are taking over operations at 
Rod’s Bar & Grill, purchasing 
the lounge and eatery from 
her father, Rod Mullins. 

They plan to change the 
name to Trina & Ron’s Place. 

* Tacos El Catrin in the Pre- 
marg Center has changed its 
name to El Catrin Mexican 


Giz. 


Cuisine. 

The restaurant, known for 
its authentic Michoacan, or 
Central Mexican cuisine, has 
added a business partner, Li- 
brado Perez Gutierrez. 

El] Catrin expanded recent- 
ly, adding a larger lounge 
and a few more seats in the 
former hair salon next door. 
Emiliano Alvarez, also a part- 
ner at El Catrin, moved his 
hair salon to the other end of 
the center. 

¢ And, of course, Uptown 
Café has changed hands. 
New owners have remodeled 
the 4-year-old restaurant and 
moved the lounge into the 
former community room, 
making room for more tables. 


[Oma es 


Plans approved 
for apartments 
near food bank 


By Cinpy YINGST 
The Columbia Press 


Plans for Pacific Ridge, a 68-unit upscale 
apartment complex next to the regional 
food bank, have been approved with minor 
conditions, a move that will chip away at 
the area’s housing shortage. 

The approval did not come without some 
fuss by Warrenton planning commission- 
ers, who wanted to see a park, playground 


and covered bus stop as part of the 8.8-acre | 
project. | 

“Tf certainly fills a need in the county for 
workforce housing,” Commissioner Chris 


Hayward said. “That’s been one of our big- | 


gest concerns. These guys have spent the 
money (on design) and it’s a nice plan.” 

The strangely shaped tract on the west 
side of Ensign Drive has high-voltage power 
lines, wetlands and a 100-year storm reten- 
tion pond within its boundaries, making it 
difficult to design and locate the buildings 
and parking areas. 

“We talked about this (playground issue) 
previously,” said John Edwards, an engi- 
neer with Otak working on behalf of devel- 
oper Dick Krueger. “The high-voltage lines 
bisect the property. Honestly, the only place 
you could site a park is under those lines.” 

The developer already donated an adja- 
cent tract of land to the city for a future park, 
10-27: £61] See ‘Apartments’ on Page 4 


Artist's rendering of Pacific Rim Apartments. 


he added. “Families with lots 
of children, that’s not exactly 
our market,” Edwards said. 
Yacht Club Apartments, 
a similar project in Astoria 
built by Krueger, is full and 
has few children. Pacific Rim 
will likely be filled with young 
professionals, he said. 
Krueger, who attended the 


meeting, was pleased with the 
approval, he said “Warrenton 
has been quite responsive to 
development.” 

The complex would have 
two buildings, each with four 
floors. Each building would 
have 22 two-bedroom units 
and 12 one-bedroom units. A 
storage area with bike park- 
ing is on the lowest level. 


Each apartment would have 
an outdoors area, either a 
fenced patio or deck. | 

The city’s conditions, which 
the developer is required to 
do before anyone moves in, 
include building a shelter for 
the bus stop in front of the 
Northwest Senior and Dis- 
ability Services a short dis- 
tance away, conducting an 
underground video surveil- 
lance of the existing sewer 
system in the area and build- 
ing an emergency-only access 
into the project from Ensign 
Lane. Because Ensign is a 
major traffic artery, the proj- 
ect’s main entry will be off. 
Chokeberry. 
fT ae morse 
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Apartments: Project to provide workforce’ housing 


CASTOFF CONUNDRUM 


Warrenton Marina puts derelict boats on notice 


Photos by Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: The Dixie Lee lies derelict on Tuesday at the Warrenton Marina. The commercial fishing 
vessel Master Chris is the largest ship in the Warrenton Marina on a list of derelict property. A notice posted on a boat in 
the Warrenton Marina indicates the vessel is in danger of sinking. Owners of derelict property at the Warrenton Marina 
have been asked to claim and remove their property. Find more photos of the marina online at DailyAstorian.com 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


Last month, marina staff issued seizure notices to the owners 
of seven derelict or abandoned boats in the Warrenton Marina, 
most of them older, wooden commercial vessels and ranging in 
size from a 26-foot recreational boat to the 62-foot wooden fish- 
ing vessel Master Chris. Often such boats end up abandoned in 
the marina because the owners get sick, or there’s a death and 
the question of who has ownership is muddied. Others realize 

| they’ve taken on a bigger project than they can afford or have the 


_ knowledge to tackle. ite 
“T think life just happens to a lot of these people,” said Har- 


bormaster Jane Sweet. 


ARRENTON — It happened at night — these things usually do. The boat showed up in the War- 
renton Marina, its fishing permits already sold. Someone else bought it from the previous owners 
for next to nothing. They took what they wanted off it and left it sitting in a boat slip. It’s still there. 


All of the owners owe the marina several thousand dollars in 
salvage, towing, storage and disposal costs and could owe even 
more if the marina ends up needing to demolish the vessels. If an 
unattended vessel ends up sinking — like the abandoned 44-foot 
Western Skies did this summer — the costs increase along with 
the hassle to marina staff. 

A state fund created over a dozen years ago to help offset the 
cost of dealing with derelict or abandoned recreational boats is 
fed in part by the cost of title registrations of recreational boats. 

.26-. A017 FFP DA. 
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Marina: ‘We’re responsible for seven boats that aren’t ours’ 


Continued from Page 1A 


But the Oregon State Marine 
Board says more and more of 


that money is going toward the 
cleanup of former commercial 
vessels instead — everything 
from tugs to salmon trollers. 
Bigger and heavier, these boats 
are much more expensive to 
deal with. 

“When we look at the state 
fund, we spend a dispropor- 
tionate amount of money on 
removing former commercial 
vessels,” said Rachel Graham, 
the marine board’s interim 
director. “It’s an equity issue.” 

But for public marinas and 
ports, derelict commercial 
boats are the problem at hand. 


Boat dreams 

The Abandoned/Dere- 
lict Commercial Vessel Task 
Force, a shifting group that 
includes representatives from 
ports, public marinas, sheriff's 
offices, state agencies and sal- 
vage companies, was created 
early last year to try to answer 
questions and gather informa- 
tion around the issues of com- 
mercial boats that have been 
dropped at ports and mari- 
nas or left in state waterways. 
They hope to release a paper 
with their findings by the end 
of the year. 

Even getting a good sense 


of how many commercial ves- 
sels are in the state was chal- 
lenging, said Graham. No 
one agency interacts with or 
records all commercial ves- 
sels. But the big hurdle still 
in their way is the question of 
money. 

The state’s derelict boat 
fund provides $150,000 per 
biennium for the removal of 
abandoned or derelict boats up 
to 200 gross pounds or, to use 
a different measurement, up to 
about 100 feet in length. 


“If we were just focus- 


ing on recreational boats our 
$150,000 would probably be 
sufficient for what we get, but 
when we agree to participate 
in assisting in removing com- 
mercial boats, we deplete our 
fund pretty quickly,” Graham 
said. 

Last biennium, the state 
agreed to put funds toward 
removing three commercial 
vessels. A federal grant and a 
boost from the Oregon Depart- 
ment of State Lands offset 
some of the cost, but “with 


three boats we almost used all 


Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 
A damaged boat sits idle in the Warrenton Marina on Tuesday as the marina attempts to 
contact owners about removing their property from the facility. 


of our money,” Graham said. 
For salvage companies, 
it’s difficult to build a good 
business plan around remov- 
ing derelict boats in Ore- 
gon. The work they do for the 
state or ports and marinas are 
“one off’ jobs and the costs to 
boat owners are steep. So the 
dilemma remains: “How do 
you make owners pay to recy- 
cle their boats?” Graham said. 
“The easier option for 
many is to sell it to someone 
else who has boat dreams . 


and it just keeps getting passed 


down and down.” 


Revenue loss 

This year, for the first time 
in 12 years, all the vessels at 
the Warrenton Marina’s com- 
mercial docks are working 
boats. 

“Every single one of 
them,” said Harbormaster Jane 
Sweet. “That in itself is a huge 
achievement. ... and I want to 
keep it that way.” 

The seven derelict boats 
on her list right now have 
been moved elsewhere in the 
marina to open up space. 

Such boats represent a 
loss of revenue in more ways 
than one. They camp in slips 
a working boat, with own- 
ers who pay moorage fees 
and looks after their prop- 
erty, could occupy. With- 


out an active owner attached, - 


marina staff take on a babysit- 
ting role. They check the boats 
after storms hit the area. Many 
of the vessels require pumps 
running day and night to keep 
them afloat, another task and 
cost that fall on the shoulders 
of marina staff. 

When Western Skies sank 
at the docks in July and began 
leaking fuel, the incident con- 
sumed Sweet’s time. She and 
her staff had to act quickly 
to keep a bad situation from 
growing worse, coordinate 


with the U.S. Coast Guard, 
figure out how to contain the 
leaks, get the boat floating 
again and keep it afloat. When 
power went out for nearly half 
an hour during a weekend 
storm this month, staff raced 
to the marina keep an eye on 
Western Skies and the other 
abandoned boats. 

Warrenton faces a growing 
demand for slips and Sweet is 
increasing efforts to deal with 
problem boats. To stem the 
flow of abandoned vessels into 
the marina, she now requires 
people to provide proof of 
insurance and current docu- 
mentation and registration. 
Marina staff are being pro- 
active about the seizure pro- 
cess. But only one owner of 
a derelict boat in recent years 
has cleared his account with 
the marina. Warrenton’s sei- 
Zure notices went out as cer- 
tified mail. Most came back 
unaccepted. 

If no owners step up before 
the deadlines in the seizure 
process run out, the marina 
could sell the vessels for parts. 
It’s possible some money from 
the marine board could also 
come Warrenton’s way. Sweet 
isn’t sure yet what they’ll do. 

For now, and perhaps for 
the foreseeable future, she 
said, “We’re responsible for 
seven boats that aren’t ours.” 


—... 


rote YES o on n Measure 4-189 
Save the Warrenton Library 


The Warrenton Community Library is funded 
_ through a local option tax levy. This November ve 
' Warrenton voters will have the opportunity to 
support a five-year local option levy to fund the 


operations of the library, now located at its new site = . 


p at 160 S. Main Ave. The levy will be in the amount of 
$0.330 per $1,000 of assessed value. For a home 
assessed at $100,000, that would be $33.00 per 

year, or roughly 9 cents per day. 


The previous five-year levy was administered at | : 


$.095 per $1,000 of assessed value. This amount 
has not changed for 15 years and no longer 
§ aqequately covered the costs of operating the library 
at its old location in Hammond. The old location 
was increasingly showing its age, and the costly 


required repairs necessitated a new location for the || 


library. The library’s new building on S. Main, 
which is nearly double the square footage of the old 
space, already provides a separate book sorting 
area, an office for the site manager and seating 
options for library patrons to utilize. 


If approved, Measure 4-189 will enable library 
operations to continue and allow for expanded 


hours of operation, continued children’s programs, || 


additional staff hours, a digital book check out 
system and e-books, among other things. 


Without this levy 
library operations will cease. 


ae 
ee 


FAQs Aad Titer ition About 


Your Community Library 


How Do I Know This Money Won’t Be 
Used For Something Other Than The 
Library? 

Measure 4-189 is legally restricted to fund only 
library operations. This includes staff salaries, 
book purchasing, magazine subscriptions and 
reference materials, utilities, maintenance and 
rent. The City Government cannot legally spend 
it on anything other than library operations. 


Current Library Operations 
The library has over 19,000 books, audiobooks 
and movies, and is run by two paid part-time 
employees (Library Site Manager and Assistant) 
and 20+ volunteers. It is used by Warrenton 
and Clatsop County residents, as well as many 
visitors. It supplies free library cards to city 
residents, provides library services to local 
private and public school students, and offers a 
2 & 1/2 month-long summer reading program. 


Four well-maintained computers are available 
for public use, as is public Wi-Fi internet. The 


library is currently open 1 to 5 p.m. Mon-Fri and 


10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday. 


Warrenton has a population of just over 5,000. 


There are 4,096 current library cards! 


Since relocating to downtown Warrenton, the 


library has seen a dramatic increase in use and 


| cardholders. 


November 10, 2017 


It’s a win for Warrenton’s library — ‘ 


- By Cinpy YINGST : 
— _— The Columbia Press i cies 


A library that has limped along for year 
will join the modern world with passage of 
the levy Warrenton voters approved Tues- | 
day. eee 

“Obviously, we’re very excited,” said < 
Kelsey Balensifer, chairwoman of the city’s 
Library Advisory Board. “Members of the 
board and the Political Action Committee 
| put in a lot of hard work.” : 

They knocked on more than 1,000 doors, | 
launched a Facebook campaign and put up | 
a website explaining what would be done _ 
with money raised through the levy. 

“It will be a huge, huge improvement as _ 
~ Lee Calog checks in books far as levels of service,” she said. “Warren- 
Wednesday from Lawanna and — ton Community Library’s staff and volun- 

Ed Chase while others wait in line teers already have done so much with so 

to check out books and movies. _ittle.” 

The vote, which has not yet been certi- 


Above: Library Director Nettie- 


Continued from Page 1 
the library's site manager. 
“This is the first time I’ve ever 
looked forward to making a 
budget.” 

For 15 years, Warrenton’s 
property owners have paid 
9 cents per $1,000 of their 
property’s assessed value to 
support a small library based 
in a city-owned building in 
Hammond. 

But that money hasn’t gone 
very far and the library has 
been open only 22 hours a 
week with a part-time site 
manager. And technology? 
Fuhgetaboutit. 

A year ago, the building’s 
structural deficiencies re- 
quired the city to find a new 
library location and, during 
the summer, it was moved 
into a downtown commer- 
cial building on Main Ave- 
nue. The building is owned 
by the Warrenton-Ham- 
mond School District, which 
hopes to sell it. A city pur- 


Left: Nayna Matayas, 8, talks 
about his selections with Li- 
brary Aide Rebecca Graham on 
Wednesday. 


Library: Techno 


Photos by Cindy Yingst 


chase would have to be done 
without library levy money, 
although the old library in 
Hammond could be sold to 
offset the cost of buying the 
new building. But those deci- 
sions are in the future. 

Warrenton’s voters have 
chosen to tax themselves 33 
cents per $1,000 of assessed 
value, or $49.50 for a home 
assessed at $150,000. The 
tax begins in the 2018-19 fis- 
cal year and continues for five 
years. 

The current levy brings in 
less than $42,000 per year. 
The city has had to use mon- 
ey from other city programs 
to supplement shortfalls in 
the library budget, includ- 
ing paying the rent, which is 
$25,000 per year. 

The levy approved this week 
is expected to raise $187,000 
per year. 

“We're thrilled and excited 
to have the library continue 
operating and I think we’re 


fied, was 656 votes in support of the levy 
and 527 votes opposed, or a win of 55.45 
percent. a 


“I'm so relieved,” said Nettie-Lee Calog, 


See ‘Library’ on Page 4 


logy and better hours to come 


going to continue to see usage 
grow and it will promote ac- 
tivity and growth downtown,” 
City Manager Linda Engbret- 
son said. “The funding won’t 
kick in until July of next year, 
but we’re ready to get going 
and expand services there for| 
our residents.” 

First in line is technolo-| 
gy. The city hopes to win a| 
grant to install an automated 
eso system right away. | 
If /that’s unsuccessful, the| 
automation will come later, 
once the levy money comes| 
in, Calog said. 

“Seriously? C’mon!” Calog 
said as she held up the rubber 
stamp she was using to check 
in books on Wednesday. 

Other improvements: 

* Increasing hours of oper- 
ation to at least 30 hours per 
week. 

- Increasing the hours of the. 
paid staff. 

* Adding E-books to the 
available selections. 


Library: ‘I 


Continued from Page 1A 


“I’m excited to see where 
our library’s going to go,” 
Mayor Henry Balensifer said. 

he voter turnout and “yes” 
votes are “a testament to the 
hard work of the volunteers 
... Who went out and pounded 
the pavement and knocked on 
doors and got the word out,” 
Balensifer said. “The town 
wanted it and the town went 
out and worked for it and they 
got it.” 

The city will not begin to 
collect the money until next 
year. 

“For now we’re celebrat- 
ing and looking forward to 
whatever that next step might 
be,” said Kelsey Balensifer, 
the chairwoman of the library 
board. 

City staff will need to dis- 
cuss exactly where the money 
will go. Staff and library board 
members have said the money 
will go toward automation ser- 
vices — books are still hand- 
stamped — to modernize 
library operations. It could 
also be used to expand the 
library’s limited hours and add 
staff time as well as e-books, 
books and other materials. 
Some of the money may go 
to paying routine bills such as 
rent and utilities. 

If the levy hadn’t passed, 
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Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 


Shelves are full at the new home of the Warrenton Com- 
munity Library on Main Avenue. 


the city would have adjusted 
its numbers and gone back 
to the voters again in May, 
Mayor Balensifer said, adding 
there would have been “some 
really hard discussions.” 

For more than a decade, 
the library has worked with 
the same levy amount even as 
costs and demands for services 
have increased. 

The city has been supple- 
menting the library’s small 
budget, but the move to Main 
Avenue in June as well as 
growing demands for library 
services compe!’ :d the library 


board and the City Commis- 
sion to reassess a five-year 
operational levy set to end this 
year. 

“It was coming to a point 
where we were asking, ‘Do 
we cut back hours?’ It’s barely 
open as it is,” Mayor Balen- 
sifer said. “We’ve got a bigger 
facility now which provides 
better services and more ame- 
nities but at the same time it’s 
a lot to manage.” 

“T think I can breathe now,” 
said site manager Nettie-Lee 
Calog. She had been trying 
not to think about it all day. 


relieved and excited’ 


“I’m just really relieved and 
excited. ... I’m really grateful 
to the mayor and all the peo- 
ple who really pushed for the 
vote.” 

Her next step is to begin 
researching how to bring auto- 
mation to the library. She plans 
to talk with staff at Seaside and 
Astoria’s libraries for guid- 
ance and advice. 

Since opening at its new 
location on Main Avenue after 
decades at a small, deteriorat- 
ing building in Hammond, the 
library has become even more 
of a community hub, Calog 
said. People who hadn’t real- 
ized the city even had a library 
when it was located in Ham- 
mond have signed up for 
library cards. Calog has her 
own office. There is a book 
sorting room. There is even a 
children’s corner. 

It was hard to refrain 
from advocating for the levy 
increase, she said. As a city 
employee, she couldn’t go out 
to talk to potential voters and 
solicit “yes” votes. 

The library board estab- 
lished a political action com- 
mittee to take on the cam- 
paign, setting up a website to 
educate people about the pro- 
posed levy increase and show 
them a variety of ways they 
could support the library’s 
efforts. 
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This summer, the War- 
renton City Commission and from 6 cents to the 
the library board proposed 
an increase to the operational 
levy from 9 cents per $1,000 
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Library: ‘I’m just really relieved and excited’ 


Continued from Page 1A 


“I’m excited to see where 
our library’s going to go,” 
Mayor Henry Balensifer said. 

he voter turnout and “yes” 
votes are “a testament to the 
hard work of the volunteers 
... Who went out and pounded 
the pavement and knocked on 
doors and got the word out,” 
Balensifer said. “The town 
wanted it and the town went 
out and worked for it and they 
got it.” 

The city will not begin to 
collect the money until next 
year. 

“For now we’re celebrat- 
ing and looking forward to 
whatever that next step might 
be,” said Kelsey Balensifer, 
the chairwoman of the library 
board. 

City staff will need to dis- 
cuss exactly where the money 
will go. Staff and library board 
members have said the money 
will go toward automation ser- 
vices — books are still hand- 
stamped — to modernize 
library operations. It could 
also be used to expand the 
library’s limited hours and add 
staff time as well as e-books, 
books and other materials. 
Some of the money may go 
to paying routine bills such as 
rent and utilities. 

If the levy hadn’t passed, 


Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 


Shelves are full at the new home of the Warrenton Com- 
munity Library on Main Avenue. 


the city would have adjusted 
its numbers and gone back 
to the voters again in May, 
Mayor Balensifer said, adding 
there would have been “some 
really hard discussions.” 

For more than a decade, 
the library has worked with 
the same levy amount even as 
costs and demands for services 
have increased. 

The city has been supple- 
menting the library’s small 
budget, but the move to Main 
Avenue in June as well as 
growing demands for library 
services compe! 2d the library 


board and the City Commis- 
sion to reassess a five-year 
operational levy set to end this 
year. 

“Tt was coming to a point 
where we were asking, ‘Do 
we cut back hours?’ It’s barely 
open as it is,” Mayor Balen- 
sifer said. “We’ve got a bigger 
facility now which provides 
better services and more ame- 
nities but at the same time it’s 
a lot to manage.” 

“T think I can breathe now,” 
said site manager Nettie-Lee 
Calog. She had been trying 
not to think about it all day. 


“!’m just really relieved and 
excited. ... I’m really grateful 
to the mayor and all the peo- 
ple who really pushed for the 
vote.” 

Her next step is to begin 
researching how to bring auto- 
mation to the library. She plans 
to talk with staff at Seaside and 
Astoria’s libraries for guid- 
ance and advice. 

Since opening at its new 
location on Main Avenue after 
decades at a small, deteriorat- 
ing building in Hammond, the | 
library has become even more 
of a community hub, Calog | 
said. People who hadn’t real- | 
ized the city even had a library 
when it was located in Ham- 
mond have signed up for 
library cards. Calog has her 
own office. There is a book 
sorting room. There is even a 
children’s corner. 

It was hard to refrain 
from advocating for the levy 
increase, she said. As a city 
employee, she couldn’t go out 
to talk to potential voters and 
solicit “yes” votes. 

The library board estab- 
lished a political action com- 
mittee to take on the cam- 
paign, setting up a website to’ 
educate people about the pro- 
posed levy increase and show 
them a variety of ways they 
could support the library’s 
efforts. 
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‘One headache down’... 


Skies, the 70-year-old fish- 
; , ing boat that sank in the 
Warrenton Marina crew demolishes boat that sank at the dock Warrenton Marina this summer, 
has gone to the big boat slip in the 
clouds. 

No one at the demolition 
mourned its passing. 

“It’s a relief,’ Harbormaster 
Jane Sweet said as she watched 
excavators pull the 43-foot-long, 
wooden-hulled boat to pieces 
Thursday afternoon. “One head- 
ache down.” 

The once-seaworthy commer- 
cial fishing boat has been a lot of 
/ things over the decades, but in 
recent years it has mostly been a 


i marina’s time and resources. 
Without an active owner around, 


owner left behind. No one has been 
*| paying moorage fees, so the boat 
{also represents a loss of potential 
| revenue, 

When the boat sank at its 
|slip in July, it leaked more 
than 1,000 gallons of diesel 
fuel into the water. The result- 
ing cleanup and testing occupied 
Sweet and her staff for weeks 


Photos by Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian afterwards. Fi p. 0 re ip 
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Ken Ramsdell watches as the Western Skies is demolished. 
See BOAT, Page 6A 


removed 
ator was 


from the Warrenton Marina. BELOW: An additional excav. 


ABOVE: Workers finish rigging the Western Skies to be 
brought in to help remove the derelict vessel. 
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‘One headache down..." 


ing boat that sank in the 
crew demolishes boat that sank at the dock Warrenton Marina this summer, 


Warrenton Marina has gone to the big boat slip in the 
clouds. 
No one at the demolition 
mourned its passing. 


“It’s a relief,’ Harbormaster 

Jane Sweet said as she watched 

excavators pull the 43-foot-long, 

wooden-hulled boat to pieces 
-»| Thursday afternoon. “One head- 
ache down.” 

The once-seaworthy commer- 
cial fishing boat has been a lot of 
| things over the decades, but in 

: “1 recent years it has mostly been a 
 “e~—| bottomless pit, gobbling up the 
ne "= marina’s time and resources. 

Without an active owner around, 
marina staff have had to babysit the 
aging hulk, rushing down to check 
1 on it after storms, spending hours 
| clearing away trash the previous 
+1 owner left behind. No one has been 
| paying moorage fees, so the boat 
also represents a loss of potential 
revenue. 

When the boat sank at its 
slip in July, it leaked more 
than 1,000 gallons of diesel 
| fuel into the water. The result- 
es jing cleanup and testing occupied 
aaa ei mae om a cane Sweet and her staff for weeks 

jotos oltn Will 2" e Da storian 

y rphey: y een sr 8) OA ja-l-aet 


io 


Jae i 


See BOAT, Page 6A 


to be removed 


An additional excavator was 


t vessel 


jes 


ic 


BELOW 


ina. 


Workers finish rigging the Western Sk 


brought in to help remove the derel 


from the Warrenton Mar 


ABOVE 


taff rarely do this kind of work 


Ina S 


Mar 


Boat 


Continued from Page 1A 


Now, Western Skies is 
— slowly, surely — getting 
turned into a debris pile. Mike 
Olson, assistant harbormas- 
ter, planned to salvage some 
features like the mast and the 
porthole windows, but not 
much else. 

On Thursday, Olson 
said demolition was going 
smoothly, though they had 
to adjust a few things as they 
went along. 

“It’s a learning curve, for 
sure,” he said. 

Crews towed Western 
Skies from its slip to one end 
of the marina Thursday morn- 
ing. They had to call in a sec- 
ond excavator after a single 
machine wasn’t enough to haul 
the boat out of the water. Bat- 
tered by time, the elements and 
years of neglect, it listed to one 
side and started falling apart as 
the machines attempted to haul 
it up farther. 

Once Western Skies was 
mostly out of the water, the 
work of taking her to pieces 


proceeded quickly, Demolition 
continued through Friday. 
Marina staff rarely do this 
kind of work — breaking 
down a boat the size of West- 
em Skies is just as tricky as 
it sounds — but Sweet was 
determined to begin moving 
derelict and abandoned boats 
out of the marina. She final- 
ized a seizure and sale process 
over the summer so the marina 


The Western Skies begins to come apart. 


can take over abandoned and 
derelict boats and get rid of 
them. &.. 
With the demolition of 
Western Skies and a closed-bid 
auction for seven other aban- 
doned boats that ended Thurs- 
day, Sweet is close to having a 
marina filled only with work- 
ing vessels. Fingers crossed. 
The marina could face 
another Western Skies-like sit- 


uation soon, though. Master 
Chris, a much larger but also 
ownerless former commer- 
cial fishing vessel, was up for 
auction. It attracted little if any 
interest from bidders. 

Though the 72-foot-long 
vessel is bobbing happily in 
the marina right now, it is fast 
approaching the same level. 
of disrepair as Western Skies, | 
Sweet said. | 


BIG DEALS! 


OFFERS VALID 2/28/18 -3/18/18 
IN WARRENTON ONLY 


SCHOSSHSSHOSHESEEHHEHEHSEHSHEHESHHSHEHEHEHEEHHEEHEEHEHESESESEEEEEEEEE 


WARRENTON 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 291! - 137 SOUTH HWY 101 


os ee SPATS 
ey | A 


HY 
Tus ve PAE yrs 


100% GRASS FED : : is ba s yy ( 
85/15 GROUND BEEF D  . ipisperaasepae ass a : 


THOUSAND HILLS es 


LIFETIME GRAZED 


N}JPOWER 
peers ONLY 
PRICING 


452 


Organic Organic Imported 
Blackberries Bartlett Pears 


Ground Beef 
85%Lean 15%Fat 


100% Grass Fed Beef 
Lifetime Grazed 


ME, {N}POWER Natural Grocers KAL® D-3 1000 U 
Proce ONLY MEMBERS ONIY One Reusable Bag 60 sg 


PRICING 
TEXT 


one container 


with coupon only 


BEYOND 9. 


S475 EDAP ‘5.69 


$499 


SPSS SESS SHSSSSHHSSSEESESHHHHSSEHSH OHHH SESSSSSSSSHSHHHHSHHHHHH MESHES HHSSOSSOHESESS 


TO 41411 y~ Boe ” - = \ - . MEMBERS ON ONLY 
BADE ) JC oe ‘ is = Ween laa Organic Fuji orgenic if a 
HE LINK Sag 3 ann Beyond Meat Apples russets Sprouts ze a : { 
. Burger Patties ee ee 
JOIN 100% Free-Range Eggs 


| oat | 


0000 


0190 


Natural Vitamin D3 
60 SOFTGELS 


il ii UL 


OFFERS VALID 2/28/18 -3/18/18 
IN WARRENTON ONLY. 


One coupon per household, while supplies last. No cash value. No minimum purchase. Single 
use coupon. No ans accepted. Offer good at the Natural Grocers Warrenton location 
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Elk concerns on the rise in Warrenton 


A herd of elk grazes in Hammond. 


Residents worry about damage to 


property and safe 


By KATIE FRANKOWICZ 
The Daily Astorian 


ARRENTON — While residents 
W sat at City Hall in early February 

and asked their mayor what could 
be done about elk roaming downtown, five 
young bull elk nibbled grass in front of a 
house several blocks away. 

Warrenton isn’t Gearhart, where elk 
are the bane of a golf course, a protective 
mother elk once menaced beachgoers and 
people have reported being stuck in: their 
homes or threatened in the streets. 

But some locals believe the Warren- 
ton herd is turning into a similar problem, 


ty on the road 


growing in size and becoming too comfort- 
able in town. They worry about damage to 
property and safety on the road. 

“We’re just keeping a sharp eye and 
staying in contact with Gearhart to see 
what they’re doing,” Mayor Henry Bal- 
ensifer assured people who brought the 
issue to his attention at two of his informal 
weekly coffee meetings this month. 

Rangers at Lewis and Clark National 
Historical Park hope to provide more data 
that could inform management decisions 
going forward. They plan to attach GPS 
collars to six elk this year if the money 


” See ELK, Page 7A 


Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 


‘THERE’S CAUSE 
FOR CONCERN 
AND THERE 
ARE ISSUES — 
GARDENS 
BEING EATEN 
AND YARDS 
BEING 
TRAMPLED.’ 


Carla Cole | natural resources 
project manager at Lewis and Clark 
National Historical Park 
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Elk: Police field 10 elk- 


Continued from Page 1A 


remains available in the budget, 
said Chris Clatterbuck, chief of 
resource management at the park. 
“We’ve seen two different herds 
in the park, and we’re not sure of 
the fidelity of the herd: Does it split 
apart in two and go back to one? 
Are these two separate entities?” 
Clatterbuck said. “These conversa- 
tions have been going on in Warren- 


ton for a while. It’s one of the rea- 


sons we wanted to do this project. 
“These could be totally dif- 
ferent elk than are in downtown 
Warrenton.” 
They just don’t know for sure. 


Elk arithmetic 

Here is the math, according to 
Police Chief Mathew Workman: 
The city encompasses around 18 
square miles, and you can’t hunt 
there. Fort Stevens State Park is 
right next door. It’s huge. You can’t 
hunt there, either. Then there’s the 
military base, Camp Rilea, a lit- 
tle farther down the highway. Also 
huge and also a place you can’t 
hunt. 

Conclusion: “There’s a lot of 
area where elk can live and thrive 
and not have to worry about human 
predators,” he said. 

Scattered around these refuges 
are neighborhoods, businesses and 
farmland. It’s difficult to manage 
elk numbers in such a landscape, 
said Herman Biederbeck, a wildlife 
biologist with the Oregon Depart- 
ment of Fish and Wildlife. 

Warrenton police field an aver- 
age of 10 elk-related calls a month, 
Workman estimated. While there 
hasn’t been an increase in elk-re- 
lated calls, he does believe the herd 
is growing, and it worries him. 

He often gets calls from people 
who have seen a herd by the road 
and want an officer to come down 
and park nearby to alert oncoming 
motorists before the elk cross. 

“Any kind of accident with 
them is usually substantial and 
can result in some type of injury,” 
Workman said. 


related calls a month 


A cat, far left, keeps a close eye on an elk grazing in a yard in Hammond. 


He is also worried about the 
temptation mature elk present to | 
poachers. He has watched young — 
male elk grow up into real trophy — | 
bulls, and he remembers when an | 
old buck with a “beautiful rack” 
was killed by poachers in Fort 
Stevens. 


Reports of aggressive elk during — 


the mating season are not uncom- 
mon, but in 2015 Workman and his 
officers responded to several calls 
about unusually aggressive elk. 
Police later linked the aggression to 
people feeding the animals. 

In the city’s code, feeding wild- 
life other than songbirds or squir- 
rels now comes with penalties as 
high as $250 per offense. 

Still, Workman said, “As 
many problems as they cause for 
locals, the tourists and people 


Photos by Colin Murphey/The Daily Astorian 
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An elk herd moving through Hammond came close to roads, 


causing several vehicles to slow down. 


visiting love them.” 

Many times traffic calls that 
include elk in the narrative actually 
have to do with motorists who pull 
over to photograph a grazing herd. 


More data needed 

Exact elk population numbers 
are difficult to come by in Clatsop 
County. Warrenton’s elk fall into 
a larger management category the 
state refers to as the Saddle Moun- 
tain management unit — geogra- 
phy that encompasses habitat from 
Saddle Mountain and Jewell Mead- 
ows to Astoria and Hammond. 

More specifically, the Warren- 
ton elk are the herds that frequent 
the Clatsop Plains area, which 
stretches down between the coast- 
line and U.S. Highway 101 from 
the south shores of the Columbia 
River to about Seaside. Over the 
years, the plains have disappeared 
under a blanket of development. 


Biederbeck guesses Warren- 
ton residents are seeing a combi- 
nation of factors collide. As devel- 
opment continues, habitat shrinks. 
Elk may gather in larger numbers 
in remaining habitat or move to 
new locations. Meanwhile, there 
are minimal cougar and bear pop- 
ulations, no serious disease issues, 
no wolves. Hunting by humans in a 
populous area is “a difficult propo- 
sition at best.” 

“Some of the natural limiting 
factors are basically gone,” Bieder- 
beck said. 

In Gearhart, people have seen 
an undeniable increase in the local 
elk population in the past five years. 
Where there used to be around 30 
elk, there are now closer to 80 on 
average. State biologists aren’t 
entirely sure where those extra elk 
came from, but theorize they might 
have come from the north, pushed 
south by development. 


If Lewis and Clark National 
Historical Park is able to get GPS 
collars on elk, staff will be able to 
hone data they have been collecting 
since 2008 about the herds in and 
around the park, and begin match- 
ing fact to speculation. 

While early data gathered 
through regular elk pellet surveys 
inside the park and driving surveys 
points to a recent decline in elk use 
around the park, as communities 
talk about solutions, Clatterbuck 
says there needs to be more infor- 
mation about elk-related property 
damage and accidents. Such infor- 
mation could help identify problem 
intersections or areas. 

“There’s cause for concern and 
there are issues — gardens being 
eaten and yards being trampled,” 
said Carla Cole, natural resources 
project manager at Lewis and Clark 
who has helped with many pellet 
studies in the park. “But what is 
the problem and what will solve the 
problem?” 

For the park, built around a 
replica of Fort Clatsop where the 
explorers Meriwether Lewis and 
William Clark and their Corps of 
Discovery spent the winter in 1805, 
there is also the issue of history. The 
story of the explorers and Fort Clat- 
sop is just as much a story about 
elk: their meat and their skins. 

Elk continue to be an important 
food source for scavengers from 
coyotes to small rodents. They are 
part of a tradition of hunting in the 
region. They disperse seeds as they 
tromp through the forest and other 
animals use the game trails they 
create. 


““We want to make sure to detect | 


any changes (in the herds), to make 
sure they still have a presence 
here,” Clatterbuck said. 
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All businesses and residents 


are invited to participate! 


~ 


Monday, August 20, 5:30-8:00 p.m. 
Light Supper Served at 5:30 
Gateway Community Church 


_ 796 Pacific Drive, Hammond 


Help shape the future of Economic Vitality for Warrenton! 


Sponsored by the City of Warrenton 
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RURAL DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES 


Photos by Oregon State Police 


Authorities are cracking down on poaching in Oregon. 
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Informant campaign had banner year 


By JACK HEFFERNAN 
The Daily Astorian 


statewide campaign 
that encourages people 
to inform on poachers 


just had the most robust year in 
its 32-year history. 

The Turn in Poachers fund 
— a collaboration between 
the Oregon Hunters Associa- 
tion, Oregon State Police and 
state Department of Fish and 
Wildlife — rewarded $24,200 
in 50 cases last year. That’s 
more than double the average 
amount, according to the hunt- 
er’s association. The number 
of cases typically ranges from 
20 to 35 in a given year. 

Clatsop County had one 
reward case in 2017. An infor- 
mant received $500 for infor- 
mation about an elk shot in 
an area where hunting is not 
allowed. Poaching issues in 
the county mainly center on 
Roosevelt Elk and blacktail 
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The program known as Turn i 


See POACHERS, Page 7A 
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A program to reward people who report poaching had a successful year in 2017. 


\ 


Photos by Oregon State Police 


Poachers: Albany area had highest number of rewards 


Continued from Page 1A 


deer, since those animals are 
the most popular big game for 
hunters, said Sgt. Joe Warwick 
of the state police’s fish and 
wildlife division. 

The Albany area had the 
highest number of rewards at 
We 

Pinpointing why hunters 
report more or fewer poach- 
ing cases can be difficult. Not 
all poaching convictions are a 
result of tips, and not all infor- 
mants accept rewards. 

“We don’t know much 
about the informants,” Dun- 
gannon said. “They give the 
tip, we write the check and we 
send it to them.” 

Dungannon suggests recent 
raises in reward money may 
be a factor in last year’s spike. 
Standard amounts range from 


$100 for game fish, shellfish, 
upland birds, waterfowl and 
fur-bearers to $1,000 for big- 
horn sheep, mountain goats 
and moose. 

Dungannon also pointed 
to the state police’s efforts 
to advertise the program on 
social media and in local 
publications. 

“There are things that offi- 
cers can do to take the game to 
the next level and get the word 
out to the community,” Dun- 
gannon said. 

Nearly all of the fund’s 
financial support comes from 
courts ordering those convicted 
of violations to pay restitution. 
The hunter’s association and 
other conservation groups also 
pitch in when unusually large 
award amounts are requested. 

A bill pending in the state 
Legislature may help on that 


front. While judges already 
impose fines for misdemeanor 
offenses, the bill would lay 
out a precedent to impose such 
fines in addition to any jail or 
prison sentence. It also would 
give the state the ability to 
deny licenses, tags and permits 
if fines are not repaid. 

“This removes any doubt 
from the court that they’re 
able to assess the restitution to 
the state and to the TIP fund,” 
Dungannon said. 

To continue its growth, 
police and others who run 
the fund can think of ways to 
incentivize hunters to turn in 
suspected poachers. ° 

“It’s a big deal to take home 
an elk,” Warwick said. “We 
need to tell them, ‘That bull 
elk that guy poached, that’s 
a bull you could have caught 
legally.’” 


ie kan 


Authorities credit advertising on social media 
and local publications with getting the word out 
about the incentive program to report poaching 
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Welcome: 
Invocation: 


Guest Speaker: 


Changing of the flag: 


Flowers: 


Flowers: 


A Tribute: 


National Anthem: 


Taps: 
Thank you: 


Benediction: 


Annual Flag Changing Ceremony 


May 28 2018 Post Office Area (12:30 PM) 
Sponsored by the Fort Stevens VFW Post No. 10580 


Post Commander, Marc Warren Post 10580 

Andy Klumper, Seaside Police Chaplain 

Rod Heyen Warrenton Hizh School Principal. 

Color Guard will include representatives from branches of the 

Armed Forces, Warrenton Police Dept. and the VFW with help 

From Boy Scout Pack 509. 

VFW Member will lay flowers under the U.S. Flag and POW/MIA Flag in 
Honor and Memory of the Service Men and Women who left home, never 
to return. Flowers will be laid beneath each of the Armed Forces Flags. 
Chief of Police, Matthew Workman will briefly tell about Robert 
MacMasieis. A tribute wiiiten by Mrs. MacMasters will be read, 
followed by placing flowers at the Robert Bernard MacMasters Memorial. 
VFW Post 10580 Chaplain Leroy Dunn - “Remember Me America” 
Marlie Annat will sing the National Anthem & Students from Warrenton 
grade school, led by teacher Mindy Little will sign. After the National 
Anthem the students will sign Proud to be an American. 

Gabriel Boisvert, from Warrenton Grade School 


Post Commander, Marc Warren Post 10580 


Andy Klumper, Seaside Police Chaplain 


Post Commander, Marc Warren Post 10580 and the Fort Stevens VFW Post 10580 wishes to give Special 
Thanks to all participants, the City of Warrenton, and all Organizations involved with the Ceremony. 


Liquefied Natural Gas proponents want Warrenton 
at the center of LNG exports. Dead center. 


After all, they argue, what could p 
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Tsunami ° Earthquake ° Natural Gas Explosion 
Negative Impacts on Fisheries * Water & Air Pollution ees 
Dislocation from Fishing Grounds * Human Ero 
Design Flaws * Miscommunication * Poor Weather 
Lack of Appropriate Level of Emergency Response 

The current Warrenton City Commission hasn't stopped LNG. 
Elect leadership who will protect our community. 

Vote for } in Warrenton’s City Commission. 
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Youth Legacy Symposium Introduced to Teens at 
Conference 


Oregon 150 board member and Youth Legacy Projects Committee Chair Henry 
Balensifer spoke to 1500 enthusiastic cheering teens at the annual conference of 


the Oregon Association of Student Councils held at the Seaside Convention 
Center. 


Balensifer's main purpose was to introduce the Youth Legacy Symposium project 
entitled Project 2059: The Future is Ours to Create. This project asks students to 
collaborate and create a vision of what Oregon should look like by 2059, Oregons 
bicentennial year. Balensifer held a follow up workshop for students interested in 
learning more about the project. 


Project 2059 will use innovative technology to present youths ideas on issues that 
will shape Oregon over the next 50 years. DemocracyLab, an online think tank 
created to facilitate collaboration and consensus-building, will be the clearing 
house for student ideas and input. 


Between fall of 2008 and early 2009, every public, private and charter school and 
state youth organization will be asked to hold a class or group discussion on 
statewide issues and then provide the results to DemocracyLab. 


Delegates selected from project participants will present their positions and 
recommendations at a symposium, schedule for late June, 2009. Through a 
consensus making process, they will craft an Oregon Blueprint which will be 
widely distributed to state policy makers and incorporated into the work of the 
Oregon Progress Board to measure success in achieving this vision for Oregon's 
future. 


In his speech Balensifer said: "Oregon 150's signature projects are great 
opportunities for you and your schools to join in and show that we are not just 
younger people still learning. Rather, we are a more powerful force, AMP xneration 
of people who have risen to the occasion of reshaping politics and holding our 
ground in the fight to make this state a safer, sustainable, and livable place. My 
offer to you is to join me in being a part of something bigger than ourselves, to 
come together as individuals and as communities to better this state, to be a part 
of this great sesquicentennial celebration." 


http://emailer.emailroi.com/r.pl?W2F SNo7UzvR63i14/1 bff1b5b103a9623 11/28/2008 
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WATER 
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2016 YEAR END 


2017 City of Warrenton 


WATER 
QUALITY 
REPORT 


2016 YEAR END 


We’re very pleased to provide you with this 
year’s Water Quality Report. We want to keep you 
informed about the excellent water and services 
we have delivered to you over the past year. Our 
goal is and always has been to provide you with 
a safe and dependable supply of drinking water. 
There are many reports these days-in the press, 
on radio and television-questioning the safety of 
the water we drink. 


* How Safe is the City of Warrenton’s 
Water? 


¢ Where does the water come from and 
how does it get to my home? 


* What is being done to improve the 
system? 


To help answer these questions, the City of 
Warrenton has prepared this report to show you 
how our drinking water compares with nationally 
established standards. 


Our Source 

The City of Warrenton’s water is supplied by 
the Lewis and Clark River, Big South Fork of the 
Lewis and Clark River, Little South Fork of the 
Lewis and Clark River and Camp C Creek. 

The City of Warrenton is working to develop 
a Source Water Protection Plan to ensure our 
sources remain free of contamination. Each 
patron can help in the protection effort by helping 
to keep areas clear of unauthorized access. 


Water Quality Standards 

The City of Warrenton routinely monitors for 
contaminants in your drinking water according to 
federal and state laws. The following table shows 
the results of our monitoring, with special notes 
telling when testing occurred. This table includes 
many terms and abbreviations with which you 
might not be familiar. To help you better understand 
these terms we have provided a key to definitions 
on the reverse side of this brochure. 


Contaminant LastTest Violation Level 
Date Yes/No 
Arsenic February No 0 
2016 
Total Coliform December No Highest number of f 
Bacteria 2016 samples in any one m 
Turbidity December No Highest single meas 
2016 =0.03 NTU 
Combined February No 0 
Radium 2016 
February 0 
Uranium 2016 No 
June 0.190 ppm 
Copper 3016 No pp 
Lead June 0 ppm 
2016 No S 
Fluoride December No Average = 0. 
2016 Range = 0.5-0.9 | 
. February 
Nitrate 2016 No 0.425 ppm 
Sodium pre No 8.5 ppm 
Total November =0.040 
Trihalomethanes 2016 No PeesS ae 
Haloacetic 
November = 
Anos 5016 No Average = 0.030 
Chlorine December No Highest annual average 
2016 Range = 0.5-0.9 | 
Synthetic Organic — June/July N 0 
Compounds 2016 Z 
Inorganic August 
Chemicals 2011 ~ : 
Volatile July Soar 
Organic 5016 No Negligible to | 
Total Organic December Average = 2.0 p 


Carbon 2016 “2 Range = 1.45-2.5t 


Treating the Water 

The membrane filtration system went online 
in September 2002 providing customers with 
safe and clean drinking water. A recent addition 
to the water treatment facility is a pretreatment 
before filtration. This process aids in the removal 
of organic materials and inorganic materials and 
compounds and reduces the chlorine dosage by 
more than 30% that is needed to maintain the 
proper residual in our distribution system. The .2 


micron openings on this filter prevent bacteria, 
protozoa and parasitic organisms and cysts from 
entering the water system. After filtration, the 
ae is disinfected with chlorine that is generated 
on site. 


Pipes and Reservoirs 


__ Warrenton has two treated water reservoirs 
with a total of 7 million gallons, which provide 
both optimum system pressure and water supply 
redundancy to all parts of our water delivery area. 


MINANT MONITORING TEST RESULTS 


MCLG MCL Likely Source of 
Contamination 
0 7 million Erosion of natural geologic deposits, 
fibers per L decay of asbestos-cement water pipes 
vositive 1 positive 
onthe 0 sample per Naturally present in the environment 
month 
gt NA 0.30 NTU Soil runoff 
0 pCi/L 5 pCi/L Erosion of natural deposits 
0 ppb 0.3 ppm Erosion of natural deposits 
1.3 ppm AL = Corrosion of household plumbing; erosion of 
1.3ppm natural deposits; wood preservative leaching 
0 ppm ah Corrosion of household plumbing; 
0 pp erosion of natural deposits 
3 Erosion of natural deposits; water additive 
4 4 ppm posits, 
opm ea PP which promotes strong teeth 
Runoff from fertilizer use; leaching from septic 
EO Pern NH salt tanks, sewage; erosion of natural deposits 
Not Not Erosion of natural deposits;saltwater intrusion; 
regulated regulated residual of drinking water treatment process 
jppm Oppm 0.080ppm By product of drinking water disinfection 
ppm Oppm 0.060ppm By product of drinking water disinfection 
4 0.7ppm MRDLG= MRDL = Water additive used to control microbes 
‘ppm 4 ppm 4 ppm 
Varies per Industrial agricultural activities 
contaminant 
Varies per Those found in nature such as 
contaminant metals and salts 
) Varies per Industrial by-products and 
contaminant cleaning solvents 
Naturally present from surface run off, 
jpm Average less pe pal 2s 
if ppm than 4.0 ppm plants or other living or dead organisms 


leaves, soils, etc. 


Comments 


Tested yearly. 


Coliforms are tested for 10 times each month. 
All were negative in 2014 


Turbitidy measures the cloudiness of water and is a good 
indicator of the effectiveness of our filtration system. 
100% of our samples were below the MCL. 


Combined Radium consists of two isotopes- 
Radium 226 and Radium 228. 


Radioactive contaminants are tested every 6 years at the 
entrance to our distribution system. 


Lead and Copper are tested for every 3 years; samples are 
taken directly from a selection of customer’s taps. 


None of the test sites for Lead and Copper 
exceeded the action levels 


Fluoride is added to our water during the treatment process; 
Fluoride levels are monitored daily 


Nitrate is tested for every year at the entrance 
to our distribution system. 


Sodium and other inorganic contaminants are tested for 
every 9 years at the entrance to our distribution system. 


Disinfection Byproducts are tested for quarterly; compliance 
with the MCL’s are based on annual running averages. 
Disinfection Byproduct samples are taken at a location 

representing the maximum residence time of the water in the 

distribution system. 


Chlorine levels are tested daily; 
Chlorine samples are taken at the same time and at the 
same place as Total Coliform samples. 


Testing is required twice during each 
3-year compliance period. 


Testing is done every nine years, a change from yearly 
(reduced monitoring granted as testing has shown inorganic 
chemicals not to be a threat in our system. 


Testing remains yearly for VOCs because of the 
potential effects to human health. 


An indicator of the levels of DBP precursor 
compounds in the source water. 


Additionally, we have a 16 million gallon raw water 
reservoir for optimum delivery of untreated water to our 
treatment plant. The City of Warrenton has 109.5 miles 
of potable water pipe in our treated water distribution 
and transmission systems and 5.4 miles of raw water 
delivery pipe from our four dams and the treatment 
plant. 


Key to Test Result Abbreviations 


Non-Detects(ND)-laboratory analysis indicates that the 
constituent is not present. 

Parts per million (ppm) or milligrams per liter (mg/I)- 
one part per million corresponds to one minute in two 
years or a single penny in $10,000. 

Parts per billion (ppb) or micrograms per liter-one 
part per billion corresponds to one minute in 2000 years 
or a single penny in $10,000,000. 

Parts per trillion (ppt) or nanograms per liter 
(nanogramsi/l)-one part per trillion corresponds to 
one minute in 2,000,000 years or a single penny in 
$10,000,000,000. 

Parts per quadrillion (ppq) or picograms per liter 
(picograms/l)-one part per quadrillion corresponds to 
one minute in 2,000,000,000,000 years or one penny in 
$10,000,000,000,000. 

Picocuries per liter (pCi/l)-picocuries per liter is a 
measure of the radioactivity in water. 

Millirems per year (mrem/yr)-measure of radiation 
absorbed by the body. 

Million fibers per liter (MFL)-million fibers per liter is 
a measure of the presence of asbestos fibers that are 
longer than 10 micrometers. 

Nephelometric Turbidity Unit (NTU)-nephelometric 
turbidity unit is a measure of the clarity of water. Turbidity 
in excess of 5 NTU is just noticeable to the average 
person. 

Variances & Exemptions (V&E)-state or EPA 
permission not to meet an MCL or a treatment technique 
under certain conditions. 

Action Level-the concentration of a contaminant which, 
if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirements 
which a water system must follow. 

Treatment Technique (TT)-a treatment technique is 
a required process intended to reduce the level of a 
contaminant in drinking water. 

Maximum Contaminant Level-the “maximum allowed” 
(MCL) is the highest level of a contaminant that is allowed 
in drinking water. MCLs are set as close to the MCLGs 
as feasible using the best available treatment technology. 
Maximum Contamination Level Goal-the “goal” 
(MCLG) is the level of a contaminant in drinking water 
below which there is no known or expected risk to health. 
MCLGs allow for a margin of safety. 


A complete table of all contaminants we test for 
showing the MCLG, MCL and likely sources of 
contamination may be obtained from our office. 


Microbiological Contaminants: 


Lead. Infants and children who drink water containing 
lead in excess of the action level could experience delays 


in their physical or mental development. Children could 
show slight deficit in attention span and learning abilities. 
Adults who drink this water over many years could 
develop kidney problems or high blood pressure. 

Lead in drinking water is rarely the sole cause of 
lead poisoning, but it can add to a person's total lead 
exposure. All potential sources of lead in the household 
should be identified and removed, replaced or reduced. 

If present, elevated levels of lead can cause serious 
health problems, especially in pregnant women and 
children. Lead in drinking water is primarily from materials 
and components associated with service lines and home 
plumbing. The City of Warrenton is responsible for 
providing high quality drinking water, but cannot control 
the variety of materials used in plumbing components. 
When your water has been sitting for several hours you 
can minimize the potential for lead exposure by flushing 
your tap for 30 seconds to 2 minutes before using water 
for drinking or cooking. If you are concerned about lead 
in your water, you may wish to have your water tested. 
Information on lead in drinking water, testing methods, 
and steps you can take to minimize exposure is available 
from the Safe Drinking Water hotline at 1-800-426- 
4791 or www.epa.gov/safewater/lead. Special lead 
and copper testing was conducted in Warrenton public 
schools as recent nationwide concerns of high levels of 
lead being found in schools and distribution systems. 
No lead was found in either the grade or high schools. 
Copper levels were found to be within acceptable limits. 

Some people maybe more vulnerable to contaminants 
in drinking water than the general population. Immuno- 
compromised persons such as persons with cancer 
undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have 
undergone organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or 
other immune system disorders, some elderly and infants 
can be particularly at risk from infections. These people 
should seek advice about drinking water from their health 
care providers. 

Inadequately treated water may contain disease- 
causing organisms. These organisms include bacteria, 
viruses and parasites, which can cause symptoms such 
aS Nausea, Cramps, diarrhea and associated headaches. 


Special Notes: 


All drinking water, including bottled water, may 
reasonably be expected to contain at least small amounts 
of some contaminants. The presence of contaminants 
does not necessarily indicate that the water poses a 
health risk. More information about contaminants and 
potential health effects can be obtained by calling the 
Environmental Protection Agency's Safe Drinking Water 
Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 

EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to 
lessen the risk of infection by cryptosoridium and other 
microbiological contaminants are available from the 
Safe Drinking Water Hotline at 1-800-426-4791. 


We want our valued customers to be informed 
about their drinking water. If you have any 
questions about this report or concerning your 
water, please contact Terry Ager at 503-861-0914. 
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: Alvin Birkholz pummels the old Warrenton city jail into the dirt, 


. The'cooler ' had to give way to make parking room for the new city hall. 
Tt hadn't had aA recidant far wane 
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